
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advice and guidance booklet for Pupils, Parents and 

Carers 



  

OFSTED Report 2013: 

 

 

‘The outstanding curriculum in the main school and the Sixth Form 

provides a wide range of courses and qualifications to meet 

students’ needs and aspirations.’ 

 

 

‘Shared courses with Broadoak School add extra dimensions to 

the range of courses that otherwise could not be offered.’ 

 

 

‘An extensive range of enrichment activities in sport and the arts 

add significantly to students’ positive attitudes to school, their 

outstanding personal development and to the excellence of 

students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.’ 
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Introduction 

 
You are about to start an important time in your education so you need to prepare 

fully.  At Ashton we want to support you in this process and make sure you make the 

right decisions.  Over the next month you will have the opportunity to find out more 

about all the different courses available and how they will help you follow a career 

path.  All courses have a pathway into Sixth Form and beyond into higher education, 

apprenticeships or employment.   

 

Some subjects are studied by everybody; we call these ‘Core Subjects’.  These are 

English, Mathematics and Science.  You will also have to study courses in Physical 

Education (PE), Religious Education and Character Education.  

 

Other subjects will be selected from a range of alternatives or ‘options’.  These 

subjects are to be chosen after careful consideration between yourself, your 

Parents/Carers and the staff who teach you.  Careers advice will also be available to 

help you to make the correct choice. 

 

There is a wide range of curriculum opportunities for pupils to follow.  We hope that 

the different pathways will ensure that every pupil has an opportunity to pursue a 

curriculum that best matches their needs, interests and aspirations. 

 

You will be asked to select a ‘preferred combination’ of subjects within any one of two 

pathways.  It should be stressed that the selection of a subject is not an automatic 

offer of a place, rather, an expression of interest.  Naturally, we will try to ensure that 

you are able to study the subjects which you have expressed interest in; however, if 

we feel that you are not suited to a particular subject or type of learning we may advise 

against the selection. 

 

We would also like to draw your attention to the fact that on occasions certain subjects, 

initially offered in the curriculum have to be withdrawn.  This is usually because the 

number of pupils selecting the subject is too small that it would not be viable to run.  

In this instance, we will notify you as soon as possible and offer you an alternative 

choice. 
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What subjects should I choose? 

 
All pupils will follow the compulsory National Curriculum subjects which provide a 

broad and balanced curriculum.  You will decide which other subjects you study and 

may find the following points helpful.   

 

Which subjects are recommended? 

Pupils in Sets 0 and 1 must pick at least one humanities subject (Geography or 

History) and at least one Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish). Pupils in 

Set 2 are advised to pick the E-Bacc pathway. This academic pathway gives pupils 

the opportunity to achieve the English Baccalaureate Certificate and therefore allow 

them to access a greater range of Post 16 provision. The E-Bacc is becoming 

increasingly valued by Sixth Form providers, Universities and employers. Pupils 

will then be able to pick a further two subjects of their choice. 

Which subjects do you like? 

You will probably try harder at a subject you like.  You will also gain more enjoyment 

from studying subjects you like. 

 

Which are your best subjects? 

You may stand a better chance of getting good results and examination success in 

these subjects. 

 

Which subjects do you need? 

Do you have an idea of the career you might wish to follow?  If so, you may need 

certain subjects as qualifications. 

 

Will you be equipping yourself for modern society? 

We live in a modern, fast moving and communications centred society.  You should 

think seriously about doing an ICT/Technology subject. 

 

What if you have no career in mind? 

Most Year 9 pupils are still undecided about their future plans; many of those who do 

have some ideas will find their ideas change during the next two years.  Therefore, it 

makes sense to keep open as many career options as possible.  

 

Can I choose the same subjects as my friends? 

Friends often choose options together.  This is fine if you really want to do that subject.  

But remember – the subjects you choose will be studied between three and six 

periods a week for two years, which is a lot of lessons if you don’t enjoy the subjects. 
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GCSE and BTEC Information 

 
Grades 

All GCSE subjects are offered at Level 2, these will be either graded as A*-G or 9-1, 
using the new number grading system.  
 

Level 2 BTEC 
The Level 2 BTEC qualifications have an essential core of knowledge and applied 
skills.  BTEC courses now include external assessments to make them robust. 
 

The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First qualifications: 

 

Level 2 BTEC Type BTEC First Award 

Equivalent to 1 GCSE 

Equivalent GCSE Grades Distinction* = 1A* 
Distinction = 1A 

Merit = 1B 
Pass = 1C 

 

Some BTECs are offered at Level 1, these are equivalent to a GCSE but not at a 

Grade C level. 
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Who can help with your choices? 

 
Your Parents/Carers 

They are interested in your future and will offer valuable advice.  They know you best 

as a person. 

 

Subject Teachers 

They know how good you are at a particular subject. 

 

Form Tutor/Head of Year 

They have an overall picture of your progress at school. 

 

Careers Adviser 

They have a great deal of careers information and can give you guidance if you have 

a particular career in mind. 

 

Relatives and Friends 

They may have made similar choices in the past and may be able to point out the 

advantages and disadvantages of certain choices. 

 

How can Parents/Carers help? 

Talk to your parents/carers about what you would like to do.  Read this booklet with 

them so that they are fully informed about the choices you can make. 

 

Key Stage 4 is a time of great pressure on all pupils.  There is coursework to complete, 

deadlines to meet, exams to take, jobs to find and courses to enquire about.  At the 

same time, there are many social pressures for young people to deal with out of 

school.  It is clearly very important that pupils develop the means to cope with these 

problems and still be happy and well-motivated.  A good school life can help to make 

all the other problems easier to work through and sort out.  Talk to your parents about 

the courses you are following, show them your homework planners and let them know 

if you have any concerns.  We are very keen to avoid any problems which may prevent 

you from doing your best. 
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Dates and Deadlines 

 
Wednesday 7th February 2018  

Year 9 Progress and Pathways Evening 3.30pm – 7.30pm at the Sixth Form Building.  

This evening is an opportunity to discuss progress and choices.  There will be a talk 

to all Parents/Carers in Hall 1 at 5.00pm and repeated again at 6.30pm. 

 

Monday 19th to Friday 23rd February 2018 

Opportunity for you to attend ‘Drop In’ sessions with Mr Worsfold or Miss Roberts to 

discuss options available and any concerns. 

 

Friday 2nd March 2018 

Completed Pathways Forms to be returned to Student Services. 

 

Can I change my mind? 

Your course starts in September and is for two years.  However carefully you choose, 

there is always the possibility that a particular choice may turn out to be a mistake, if 

this happens you may be allowed to change.  On the other hand, we do not want 

anyone to have the attitude that they do not need to think carefully about their options 

or to believe that they can change whenever they feel like it.  For these reasons a 

change will only be allowed providing: 

 

 It is within the first few weeks of term 

 There is a valid educational reason 

 There is a vacancy in the subject you wish to take 

 It has the approval of the following:  

  Your Parents/Carers 

  The Head of Department 

  The Head of Year 
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The Course: 

We follow the AQA course in English and English Literature.  The AQA course leads to two certificates, one 

in each subject.  Pupils study a range of reading material, including factual and media texts, as well as drama, 

poetry and prose from Shakespeare to the present day.  The two examinations for English Language include 

writing a response to a literature fiction text, writing a piece of creative writing, analysing non-fiction and 

literacy non-fiction texts and writing to present a viewpoint.  The two examinations count for 50% each of the 

GCSE. There is also an important spoken language element which requires pupils to present to an audience 

and respond to questions, this does not count towards the GCSE, but is a requirement for all pupils to 

complete.  English Literature is also made up of two exams. Paper one is worth 40% whilst paper two is worth 

60%. The content of these examinations includes: Shakespeare, a 19th century novel, drama texts, a poetry 

anthology and unseen poetry. 

 

This course is compulsory for all pupils. 

 

What could it lead to at Post 16? 

A Level in English Language 

A Level in English Literature 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

English/Literature Studies, Linguistics, Law, Journalism, Public Relations and Teaching 

Possible Careers 

Journalism, Public Relations and Teaching 
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The Course: 

You will learn to develop skills gained at KS3 and use them to solve problems involving Number, Algebra, 

Data Handling and Shape, Space and Measure. 

 

Your child commenced the GCSE course at the beginning of Year 9.  The course follows the Edexcel course 

in GCSE Mathematics.  The qualification is assessed by three examinations all worth one third of the overall 

grade. 

 

This course is compulsory for all pupils. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level Mathematics 

A Level Accountancy 

Personal Finance 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Mathematics, Statistical Research, Maths with a wide range of other subjects, Engineering, Accountancy and 

ICT Degrees 

Possible Careers 

Finance, ICT, Teaching, Engineering and Accountancy 
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The Course: 

GCSE study in the Sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. Scientific 

understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. All pupils should learn 

essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of Science. They should gain appreciation 

of how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural world can be described in terms of a small number 

of key ideas that relate to the Sciences and that are both inter-linked and of universal application.  The course 

is comprised of 6 exams taken at the end of Year 11 (2 Biology, 2 Chemistry and 2 Physics) 

 
This course is compulsory for all pupils. 
 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

The course provides the basis for Level 3 study in a wide range of scientific subjects including BTEC’s in 

Applied Science, Sports Science and more traditional options such as A Levels in Biology, Chemistry or 

Physics. 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Science qualifications are widely recognised by all Universities.  The skills developed are highly valued in 

further scientific study at University, such as Accountancy, Law, Engineering, Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics.   

Possible Careers 

Science qualifications are widely recognised by employers.  The skills developed are highly valued in any 

analytical industry such as Accounting, Law and Engineering, also assisting in a wide range of career 

opportunities in the NHS or Science Industry. 
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The Course: 

Year 10 pupils follow the Edexcel short course GCSE Religious Studies programme which they began in 

Year 9 and complete in Year 10 which also meets the requirements for the Greater Manchester Agreed 

Syllabus for Religious Studies. There are detailed support materials on Moodle and Google Classroom to 

assist pupils. 

 

Year 11 pupils will follow a course which combines Religious Education, Citizenship & British Values and 

Personal, Social and Health Education aiming to provide learning experiences necessary for pupils to develop 

into responsible and caring members of society. 

 

The main religious element of the course will explore religious responses to contemporary moral issues and 

questions about human existence. 

 

The Personal and Social elements of the course involve issues relating to health, relationships and sex 

education, parenting, social awareness, financial management and enterprise. 

 

Pupils will be encouraged to assess their interests, skills and abilities.  They will be asked to consider these 

factors when planning for their futures.  Pupils will be encouraged to develop a deeper understanding of the 

adult world.  The subject will be delivered in one period per week. 

 

This course is compulsory for all pupils – please note this is not a full course GCSE.  Please see 

information on page 33 for information on GCSE RE.  

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level Religious Studies 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Politics, Teaching, Social Work, Health and other community based career pathways 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (CORE) 

 

All pupils in Years 10 and 11 MUST follow a course in Physical Education in line with National Curriculum 

Statutory requirements. 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

All pupils in Years 10 and 11 follow a course of study that will improve the basic skills and techniques covered 

in the lower school curriculum. Each pupil will have a total of two lessons of core curriculum PE each week 

and is required to study major sports from games, gymnastics (including trampolining) and athletics (including 

fitness / weight training). 

During Key Stage 4, pupils tackle complex and demanding activities and apply their knowledge of skills, 

techniques and effective performance. They will be involved in physical activity that enables them to focus 

on competitions, promotion of health and wellbeing, and developing personal fitness levels. They will take on 

the role of performer, coach and official. 

 

Within games, pupils will be taught to play competitive games using advanced techniques and skills specific 

to the game played and respond effectively to changing situations within the game. 

 

In gymnastic activities (including trampolining), pupils will be taught to compose and perform sequences 

applying set criteria. They will be encouraged to use advanced techniques and skills with precision and 

accuracy in completing sequences. 

 

All pupils will gain a knowledge and understanding of health and fitness. They will be taught how preparation, 

training and fitness relate to and affect performance. They will also be shown how to design and carry out 

training programmes that have specific purposes and the importance of exercise to personal, social and 

mental health and wellbeing. Further to this, all pupils will monitor and develop their own training programmes 

to be used in school and when exercising outside of school. 

 

Pupils will only be excused from lessons with a Doctor’s / Hospital Medical Exemption Certificate. 
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The Course: 

The GCSE course that pupils will follow is the AQA GCSE course in Spanish and/or French (the GCSE French 

option is only open to pupils who are currently studying Spanish and French in Year 9). Pupils have been perfectly 

prepared for this course by completing The Dean Trust Languages Award in Year 9, meaning that the transition 

from Year 9 onto the GCSE course in Year 10 is an extremely smooth one.  

The three main themes covered are: 

 

 Identity and culture 

 Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

 Current and future study and employment 

 

How is the course assessed? 

The GCSEs in Spanish and French are designed to be taken over two years. Unlike in previous years, each of the 

four key skills in Spanish and French (listening, speaking, reading and writing) are worth 25% of the final grade. 

Pupils can be entered for their final exams at Foundation or Higher Tier, but they must be entered for the same 

tier for all four key skills. There is no Controlled Assessment element to this qualification as pupils will sit their 

listening, speaking, reading and writing exams in the summer of Year 11.  

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A-Level Spanish 

A-Level French 

NVQ Level 3 (IBC) 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses: 

BA Honours degree in Spanish 

BA Honours degree in French 

BA Joint Honours in Spanish or French and various other subjects 

Possible Careers 

Translations/Interpreting, Teaching (necessary for Primary Teaching since 2010), Global Commerce, Global 

Marketing and PR, Travel and Tourism, International Real Estate, Journalism, Logistics and the Army (from 2018 

you will be unable to progress through the ranks in the army if you do not have a qualification in a foreign language). 

 

.  
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The Course: 

History uses a wide range of skills valued by employers such as literacy, analysis, evaluation and research. 

 

Topics of study are: 

 Paper 1: Crime and Punishment in Britain c.1000 – present (30%) 

 Paper 2: The American West 1835 – 1895 (20%) 

 Paper 2: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England c1060-1088 (20%) 

 Paper 3: The USA 1954–75: Conflict at home and abroad (30%) 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level History 

A Level Law 

A Level English 

A Level Business 

A Level Psychology 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

History, Business Management, Law, Archaeology, Journalism, Sociology, Politics, American Studies, 

Criminology and Media 

Possible Careers 

Law, Civil Service, Journalism, Public Relations, Marketing, Education, Banking, Management, Media and 

Administration  
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The Course: 

Geography is a unique subject; it allows you to study our effects on the environment and the environment’s 
effect on us. GCSE Geography covers a wide choice of exciting, contemporary topics reflecting the world we 
live in, with greater focus on climate change, sustainability and the geographical skills that employers expect. 
The subject has various field trip opportunities. Clear and coherent structure – our qualification has a 
straightforward structure with three components – The Physical Environment, The Human Environment and 
Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork and UK Challenges. 
 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level Geography 

A Level Business 

A Level Economics 

BTEC in Business 

 

BTEC Higher Courses – Courses directly related to employment in the Travel and Tourism industry and 

access to various business courses. 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Degree in Geography, Geology, Earth Sciences, Sociology, Business and Economics. 

Possible Careers 

Business, Administration, Government, Environmental Agencies, Oil Industry, Accountancy and 

Management. 

 

Geographers are seen as having a wide skills base with very employable attributes. 
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The Course: 

Key aspects of the qualification include; How Computers Work, Making Connections, Data Matters, 

Computational Thinking, Practice and Programming. 

 

Unit 1: Computer Systems (Exam 50%) 

This component will introduce learners to the Central Processing Unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, 

wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system software. It is expected that 

learners will become familiar with the impact of Computer Science in a global context through the study of 

the ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with Computer Science.  

Unit 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming (Exam 50%) 

This unit encourages learners to apply knowledge and understanding using computational thinking. Learners 

will be introduced to Algorithms and Programming, Learning about Programming Techniques, How to 

Produce Robust Programmes, Computational Logic, Translators and Facilities of Computing Languages and 

Data Representation. Learners will become familiar with computing related mathematics. 

Unit 3: Programming project (Non-Exam Assessment) 

This is a practical unit where you will create a programme that provides a solution to a specified problem.  

You will be expected to design, write a programme (in a programming language), test your problem and then 

evaluate it. 

Skills you will learn include; programming in Python, Linux commands, Shell script, Algorithms, software 

design, problem solving and critical thinking skills.  

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

Level 3 qualifications such as Diplomas 

A Level/GCE ICT/Computing 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Computer Forensics, Ethical Hacking, Software Engineering, Computer Science, Artificial Intelligences and 

Computer and Video Games 

Possible Careers 

Software Developer, App Designer, Project Management and Technical ICT 
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The Course: 

The AAT Accounting Qualification gives you the skills to work in a wide range of Accounting and Finance 

positions.  Skills learned include; Administrative Processes, Double Entry Bookkeeping, Inputting 

transactions onto a Computerised Accounting System, Purchase/Sales and General Ledger 

 

Units include; Bookkeeping Transactions, Bookkeeping Controls, Elements of Costing, Work Effectively in 

Finance and using Accounting Software. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

Level 3 Diploma in Accounting 

A Level Accounting 

A Level in Mathematics 

BTEC in Business 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Accountancy, Business Management, Economics and Marketing 

Possible Careers 

Finance, Accounting, ICT and Teaching Accountancy 
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The Course: 

You will study the role of an artist/designer; how to work to Art, Craft and Design Briefs; drawing and painting; 

designing using a variety of media and materials including ICT and learn how to communicate and present 

your ideas. In addition, you will design and make a sculpture as well as explore printmaking, textiles and 

contemporary and historical artists, designers and cultures. 
 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

Advanced Art, Craft and Design, Fine Art or Textiles Design 

BTEC Art and Design Level 3 
 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Foundation Degree in Art and Design 

BA Honours Degree Courses 

Possible Careers 

Fashion Designer, Journalist/Illustrator, Textiles or Fashion Designer, Interior Furniture designer, 3D 

Designer, Theatre or Costume Designer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator of literature, Courtroom Illustrator, 

Wildlife Illustrator, Milliner, Fine Artist, Painter, Sculptor, Photographer, Teacher and Teaching Assistant. 
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The Course  
This course studies a range of Psychological issues. There are eight main areas of study.  
 
The six compulsory areas of study include: 

 Development – How did you develop?  
 Memory – How does your memory work?   
 Psychological problems – How would psychological problems affect you?  
 The brain and neuropsychology – How does your brain affect you?  
 Social influence – How do others affect you?  
 Research methods – How do you carry out psychological research?  
  

A further two units are also studied from the optional units which include: 
 Criminal psychology - Why do people become criminals? 
 The self – What makes you who you are? 
 Perception – How do you interpret the world around you? 
 Sleep and dreaming -Why do you need to sleep and dream? 
 Language, thought and communication – How do you communicate with others? 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level Psychology 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Degree in Psychology 

Possible Careers 

Probation Service, Police, Social Worker, Health Psychologist, Sport Psychologist, Child Psychologist, 

Nurse, Doctor, Youth Worker and Teacher. 
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The Course: 

This course studies the development of a child from the moment of conception to age five years. There are 

three main areas of study: 

 The Family 

 The Care of a Child 

 The Development of the Child 

The areas of the study include:  

 The Structure of the Family 

 Preconceptual Care 

 Conception 

 Pregnancy 

 Birth 

 Care of the Baby 

 Development of the Child 

 Play 

 Toys 

 Safety 

Pupils will complete two research tasks. The first is to gain knowledge of the equipment needs of babies and 

young children and achieve an understanding of the factors to be considered when choosing appropriate 

equipment. The second will involve planning and completing activities to observe developmental norms in 

children up to the age of five. 
 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

CACHE Foundation Award in Caring for Children 

CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Child Care and Education 

BTEC National Diploma in Early Child Care Studies 
 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Degree in Early Childhood Studies, Health Education and Social Care Degree 

Possible Careers 

Midwife, Social Worker, Playgroup Leader, Child Psychologist, Nursery Nurse, Child Minder, Youth Worker 

and Teacher. 

 



22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Course: 

The course is a study of human life span looking at development and how we develop through our lives. It 

also covers the Health and Social Care sector and the values that lie at the core of it. In addition, there will 

be a study of Health and Wellbeing as well as health improvement planning. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

Health and Social Care BTEC Level 3 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Degree in Early Childhood Studies, Health Education and Social Care Degree 

Possible Careers 

Midwife, Social Worker, Playgroup Leader, Child Psychologist, Nursery Nurse, Child Minder, Youth Worker 

and Teacher. 
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The Course: 
GCSE Photography will introduce you to a variety of experiences exploring a range of lens-based and light-
based media, techniques and processes, including both traditional and new technologies. Within the course 
you will explore overlapping and combinations of areas such as portraiture, landscape photography (working 
from the built or natural environment), still life photography, (working from natural or manufactured objects), 
documentary photography, photo journalism, narrative photography, reportage, fine art photography and 
photography involving a moving image (television, film and animation). 
Unit 1 - Portfolio Of Work (Coursework 60%) 
In this unit you will create a portfolio of work that explores and demonstrates a range of skills and techniques 
in a variety of areas within photography, such as the ability to explore formal elements of visual language; 
line, form, colour, tone, pattern, texture, in the context of lens-based and light-based media.  
Unit 2 - Externally Set Task (10 Hour Practical Exam 40%)  
Within this unit you will be set a project brief from the exam board, where you are expected to develop your 
work using the knowledge and experiences gained from Unit 1 to produce a final piece of work as well as 
linking your end product to an established artist.  
 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

Level 3 qualifications such as Diplomas 

A Level Photography 

A Level Media 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Photo Journalism, Multimedia, Photography 

Possible Careers 

Photography can lead to a number of different careers in a range of sectors such as Photojournalists, Sport 

Photographer, Commercial Photography and Journalism. 
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The Course: 

These qualifications will assess the application of creative media skills through practical use. The Creative 

iMedia course will equip you with a range of creative media skills and provide opportunities to develop, in 

context, desirable and transferable skills such as research, planning and review, working with others and 

communicating creative concepts effectively. Through the use of these skills, you will ultimately be creating 

fit-for-purpose creative media products. The Creative iMedia will also challenge you, by introducing creative 

media techniques; encouraging independence, creativity and providing tasks that engage. The ‘hands on’ 

approach will require you to use various technologies. The qualification design, including the range of units 

available, will allow learners the freedom to explore the areas of creative media that interest them as well as 

providing good opportunities to enhance their learning in a range of areas. 

Unit 1 – Pre-Production Skills 

This unit will enable you to understand pre-production skills used in the creative and digital media sector. It 

will develop your understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques that 

form part of the planning and creation process. 

Unit 2 – Creating Digital Graphics 

The aim of this unit is for you to understand the basics of digital graphics editing for the creative and digital 

media sector. You will learn where and why digital graphics are used and what techniques are involved in 

their creation. 

 

Possible optional units include:  

 Creating 2D and 3D digital characters 

 Storytelling with a comic strip 

 Creating a multipage website 

 Creating a digital animation 

 Creating interactive multimedia products 

 Creating a digital sound sequence 

 Creating a digital video sequence 

 Digital photography 

 Designing a game concept 

 Developing digital games. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

Level 3 qualifications such as Diploma in Creative 

Media  

A Level ICT and Media  

 

What careers/University courses would this 

subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

IT and Business, Multimedia, Computer Science and 

Media 

Possible Careers 

Media, Project Management, Graphic Designer, 

Technical ICT, Journalist and Web Designer 
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The Course: 
There are four units covered over the two-year course. 
 

Unit 1 – Enterprise in the Business World 
This unit introduces you to business language and terminology. It explores what businesses do, trends that 
affect them, how they operate and factors which influence success. You will explore the types of business 
ownership and how these relate to the size and scale of a business, and how the type of ownership impacts 
the responsibilities of the owners. Combined with looking at types of business models, you can begin to 
understand how diverse the world of business is. 
Unit 2 – Finance for Business 
You will explore the types of costs that businesses incur, from the initial start-up costs involved in setting up 
a business, to the ongoing daily costs of running the business. You will then explore the ways in which the 
sale of products and services generate revenue, so that you can develop your understanding of profit.  
Unit 4 – Principles of Customer Service 
This unit develops and broadens your understanding of customer service in different businesses. You will 
develop your knowledge and understanding of customer needs and expectations and be given the 
opportunity to examine a wide range of different types of internal and external customers. It is also important 
to understand how businesses set internal policies and procedures to ensure that staff maintain customer 
service standards.  
Unit 8 – Recruitment, Selection and Employment 
You will be introduced to the variety of job roles that exist within businesses and the various functions that 
are performed by individual roles, as well as the types of organisational structures used in businesses. 
 
What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 
GCE Business Studies (AS/A Level) 

Level 3 BTEC National Extended Diploma 

Level 3 BTEC National Certificate  

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

There are a wide range of courses that include aspects of business.  These include Business and Marketing, 

Business and Accounting as well as Business and IT 

Possible Careers 

Accountancy, Customer Service, Sales and Marketing, Management, Human Resources, Banking and many 

more business related jobs. 
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The Course: 

GCSE qualifications in business subjects encourage pupils to be inspired, moved and challenged by following 

a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study and gain an insight into related sectors.  GCSE 

qualifications in business subjects enable pupils to: 

Actively engage in the study of Business and Economics to develop as effective and independent pupils and 

as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 

Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and opinions to build arguments and make informed 

judgements, develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skill to contemporary issues in a range 

of local, national and global contexts, appreciate the range of perspectives of different stakeholders in relation 

to business and economic activities.   

Consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and sustainable. 

 

GCSE Business consists of two themes: 

Investigating Small Businesses (assessment through a written exam 50%) 

AND 

Building a Business (assessment through a written exam 50%) 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level/GCE Business Studies  

Level 3 BTEC Extended Diploma 

Level 3 BTEC Certificate 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

There are a wide range of courses that include aspects of business.  These include Business and Marketing, 

Business and Accounting, Business and IT and Business and Management. 

Possible Careers 

Accountancy, Customer Service, Sales and Marketing, Management 
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The Course: 

GCSE Drama is a fresh, exciting and vibrant course to study. The department works creatively using Drama, 
not only as a means of self-expression, but also to build social skills beyond the classroom to help with future 
careers. We teach both written and practical sessions to enrich the life experiences and well-being of our 
pupils. 
Unit 1 – Understanding Drama (40%):  
Practically explore and study one complete play text as well as watching a piece of live theatre with an exam 

based on the play and theatre performance you’ve seen. 

Unit 2 – Devising Drama Play (40%): 
Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus through a practical and engaging exploration of drama 
with a written evaluation of your work. 
Unit 3 – Texts in Practice (20%): 
A completely practical exploration and performance of two sections of a play performed in a group. 
 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level in Theatre Studies 

A Level in Performing Arts 

BTEC National in Performing Arts 

Creative and Media Diploma 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Performing Arts Degree Courses (Foundation and BA Honours) 

Higher Apprenticeships in the Arts 

Possible Careers 

Any Drama, Theatre or TV related careers including; Actor, Broadcast Presenter, Dancer, Musician, Theatre 

Director and Theatre Stage Manager. 

In addition, due to the essential life skills that are developed throughout the course, many careers can be 

pursued involving any form of public speaking, communications and media. 
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The Course: 

GCSE Music is an exciting hands on course to study. In each area of study, you will explore and be involved 

in a range of performance, composing and listening activities. 

Unit 1 – Performing Music (30%): 

You will need to perform 4 minutes as a vocalist or on an instrument. You will perform both solo pieces and 

as part of an ensemble. 

Unit 2 – Composing Music (30%): 

Produce two compositions with a combined length of at least 3 minutes by creating and developing musical 

ideas. One piece will be to fit a brief, the other is a free choice. 

Unit 3 – Listening and Appraising (40%): 

You will take part in an exam where you will respond to questions based around 8 pieces you have studied 

during the course. This will include pieces from the following areas of study: Instrumental music, Vocal 

music, Music for the Stage and Screen and Fusions. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level in Music 

A Level in Music Technology 

BTEC National in Music 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Music Degree Courses (Foundation and BA Honours) 

Higher Apprenticeships in the Arts 

Possible Careers 

Musician, Composer, Tutor and any job that relates to any area of the music industry such as retail, recording, 

producing, live venues, radio and TV.  In addition, due to the essential skills covered throughout the course, 

many careers can be pursued if involving any form of creativity. 
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The Course: 

Dance is an optional subject delivered within Core PE time therefore it is an additional accredited 

course opportunity.  

Pupils who choose to study a GCSE in Dance will take this course during their two core PE lessons. For a 

pupil to select this course they must have a genuine interest and passion for dance and enjoy performing. 

The aim of this syllabus is to develop each student’s knowledge, understanding and skills of dance, through 

performance, composition and appreciation of their own and others. Pupils throughout the course will 

experience Dance in both practical and theoretical scenarios and will be continually assessed throughout the 

two years of the course. All pupils will be assessed in two components: 

 

1) Performance and choreography (Practical) 

• Pupils will be required to learn a number of set dance phrases and perform them both individually 

and as part of a duet or trio. 

• Pupils will learn how to respond creatively to an external stimulus. 

2) Dance appreciation (Theoretical) 

• Pupils will learn to critically appreciate their own and others performances  

• Pupils will learn a range of dance styles via the completion of a dance anthology made up of 6 

professional set works.  

 

Course Content  

• A chance to improve your technical skills as a dancer 

• A chance to develop an understanding of how Dance is created both on stage and screen 

• A chance to choreograph and create your own dances 

• A chance to share your skills with others, teaching Dance to younger year groups. 

• A chance to learn about the history of Dance and other theoretical issues 

• A chance to perform both at school events and in the local community. 

 

This course is exciting and something a little bit different. It is mainly practical based, but there will be 

theoretical elements and homework. Students will need to be committed to all elements including rehearsals.  

 

Please note that a number of styles of Dance will be studied, including Contemporary Dance. Students will 

be encouraged to widen their experience by participating in extra-curricular dance lessons. A dance kit must 

be worn to all practical lessons. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

This course directly leads to  A Level 3 qualification in BTEC Performing Arts. This qualification is the 

equivalent of one, two or three A Levels depending upon on the level that you pursue. Pupils can also choose 

to follow an A Level in Dance should they wish to as well. 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University courses include: Dance, Performing Arts and Musical Theatre. 

Possible Careers include: Dance Theatre, Professional Dance Performing or Dance Choreography. 
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The Course: 

BTEC Sport is an optional subject which is delivered in whole school option time and in addition to 

Core PE 

This is a vocational course studied over 2 years and is equivalent to a GCSE. It is essential to study this 

qualification if you are considering a sport related subject in Sixth Form. It is ideally suited to a person who 

has a passion for sport, who wants to add more PE to their weekly lessons and someone who wants to 

pursue a career in either the sport or leisure industries, I you choose this course you do not have to be an 

outstanding performer, as your practical ability will not be assessed. 
 

Coursework requirements, what can BTEC Sport offer you?  

1. The chance to participate in and develop your practical abilities in a range of activities, taken from the 

areas of Invasion Games, Net/Wall Games, Personal Fitness, Individual and Striking/Fielding Games.  

2. The opportunity to extend your knowledge of the rules and etiquette involved in a variety of sports.  

3. An introduction to specialised training methods and styles and types of fitness testing. 

4. Knowledge of the human body and how it responds to exercise. 

5. The sports performer in action.  
 

Assessment 

Students will be required to complete four units in this subject, which could include: 
Unit 1 - Fitness for sport and exercise - external exam (must pass to pass the course overall)  
Unit 2 - Practical Sport Performance  
Unit 3 - The Mind and Sports Performance 
Unit 4 - The Sports Performer in Action  
Unit 5 - Training for Personal Fitness  
This courses consists of 1 exam (unit 1) and 3 units which all consist of 3 or 4 assignments in each.  
 

Practical Assessment Element:  
This concentrates on developing your skill levels in 2 practical sports. Within this you will develop an 
understanding of the roles, rules and responsibilities in 2 sports. You will also be analysing personal 
performance and the performance of others.  
 

Theoretical Assessment Element: 
This will involve theoretical work and a multiple choice/short answer exam. The course comprises mainly 
coursework tasks and will consist of you researching certain elements in order to complete assignments.  
 

Finally:  
This course is an exciting one which provides a mixture of both practical and theoretical activities. It is a 
vocational course which comprises of coursework and a small exam, ideal for pupils that do not perform as 
well in exam subjects. It is essential that any student that chooses this course is fully committed to physical 
activity. 
 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 
Level 3 BTEC Sport and Level 3 BTEC Football Scholarship  
 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 
Possible University Courses 
Sports Science, Physiotherapy, Physical Education and Sports Development 
Possible Careers 
PE Teacher, Physiotherapist, Sports Nutritionist, Sports Psychologist and Sports Development  
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The Course: 

During Year 10 and 11 you will look at a number of world issues, discussing and debating the ethical rights 

and wrongs of each one, with reference to Christian and Islamic perspectives, as well as your own opinion.  

There are two key topics of study: 

 

 Religion and Ethics (Christian perspective) 

 Religion, Peace and Conflict (Islamic perspective) 

 

You will study Christian and Muslim beliefs as well as what it is like to live as a member of a religious 

community in the UK today. Topics within Religion and Ethics also include ‘Marriage and the Family’ and 

‘Matters of Life and Death’ which will be studied with reference to Christianity. Additionally, as part of Religion, 

Peace and Conflict you will study Islamic views on ‘Crime and Punishment’ and ‘Peace and Conflict’. This 

course is a rigorous and academic study, providing a fascinating insight into the world of religion. Pupils will 

leave the course with a breadth of knowledge and a mature understanding of morality and ethics.  

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

GCSE RE is useful preparation for an A Level in Religious Studies, Ethics and Philosophy, Sociology, Law, 

Politics or Psychology. 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Theology and Philosophy degree or degrees in the following related subjects: 

Law, Criminology, Sociology, Society, Health and Development  

Possible Careers 

Legal and Criminal Justice Sectors, Police, Health Service, Social Services, Teaching and Community based 

work and jobs working in the Public Sector. 
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The Course: 

This course provides pupils with the opportunity to develop their understanding of food as a material.  Pupils 

will complete two assessed tasks, one Food Preparation and one Food Investigation. They will also take part 

in weekly practical sessions to build up their technical skills and show off their creativity.  They will plan, 

prepare, cook and present a three course menu within 3 hours to a professional standards. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

NVQ level 3 Catering and Hospitality 

A Level Design and Technology 

Level 3 Certificate and Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition  

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Food Science, Catering, Nutrition, Management, Dietetics, Sports Science and Biochemistry  

Possible Careers 

Catering and Hospitality, Hotel and Leisure Industry, Dietician, Nutritionist, Food Scientist, Environmental 

Health, Chef, Food Technologist, Teacher or Home Economist 
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The Course: 

This is a very exciting course, which allows pupils to develop not only their creative thinking but challenge 

their making skills.  

Design Technology helps pupils develop the ability to design and make products with creativity and originality, 

using a range of materials and techniques. This course requires pupils to develop their knowledge of 

materials and the use of new technologies, used in a variety of industries to create innovative, functional 

products. 

This course has 50% controlled assessment in order to recognise the importance of practical work within this 

subject. The remaining 50% is based around a core technical exam based around short and multiple choice 

questions. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level Resistant Materials 

A Level Product Design 

A Level Graphic Products 

BTEC Manufacturing  

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

All types of Engineering, Material Science, Graphic Design, Product Design and Three Dimensional Design, 

Architecture, Textiles, Marketing & Business  

Possible Careers 

Architecture, Fashion, Interior Design, Animation, Product Designer/Manufacturer, Engineering, 

Teacher/Lecturer or any of a number of creative industries. 
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The Course: 

In this course you will learn how to use a variety of graphical methods to communicate ideas. You will 

undertake a large range of ‘hands on’ tasks to build up a range of design techniques and apply these methods 

to real briefs, relating to visual branding, adverts, brochures, magazines, product packaging and displays. 

You will use Photoshop and other graphic software to develop and enhance your work and learn a range of 

computer design skills that are applied in industry. You will generate a portfolio of work over the duration of 

the course, developing your own style that will culminate in a final made product. The Graphic Design course 

focuses on applied skills and the real world applications of Graphic Design. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

A Level Graphic Products and/or Product Design 

Art and Design 

BTEC options 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Graphic Design as a single subject with other subjects such as Advertising, Animation and Computer Aided 

Design. 

Possible Careers 

Advertising, Computer Graphics, Interior Design, Architecture, Fashion, Website Design, Television, Film and 

Visual Aid Production, Printing and Publishing, Sign Design, Packaging Design, Graphic Designer 

 
 

 
 

 



35 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Course: 

This course awards a Level 2 Certificate in Design Engineering. It is a modern, relevant and exciting course 

based upon mechanical and electronic engineering in the modern world. It encompasses a range of practical 

designing and making opportunities from manufacturing concept products to industrial design, allowing pupils 

to model and manufacture products as part of their course. Pupils research elements of engineering that link 

directly to industries such as electrical and automotive design and manufacture and are encouraged to make 

use of industry links to improve their understanding.  This course has 75% Controlled Assessment in order 

to recognise the importance of practical work within this subject. 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

Pursuing a Civil Engineering route through Level 3 National Diploma in Construction and the Built 

Environment. 

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Engineering enables pupils to develop skills and understanding which will be of use generally and as part of 

a progressive career path leading to further technical or academic engineering. 

Options include numerous degrees within the construction and engineering sectors as well as a firm rounding 

for apprenticeships from a technical to a professional level. 

Possible Careers 

Engineering leads into most modern design and manufacturing industries including; Agricultural Engineering, 

Aerospace, Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Electronics, Material Design and Research, Mechanical 

Engineering, Mechatronics and Structural Engineering. 
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The Course: 

The course will lead to the Level 2 WJEC award with the building of a Bungalow encompassing the practical 

aspect of the course.  The theory side includes tasks to understand and demonstrate acquired knowledge 

regarding developing construction projects from a given scenario (examination 25%) and planning the 

creation of a sustainable building project (controlled assessment 25%). 

 

What could it lead to in Sixth Form? 

Level 3 National Diploma in Construction and the Built Environment  

 

What careers/University courses would this subject help me to enter? 

Possible University Courses 

Numerous degrees within the construction and engineering sectors as well as a firm rounding for 

apprenticeships from a technical to a professional level. 

Possible Careers 

Project Manager, Quantity Surveyor, Architect, Building Systems Manager, Electrical Engineer, Design 

Engineer, Structural Engineer, Planner, Architectural Technologist, Civil Engineer, Building Surveyor plus 

many more trades and professions such as Brick Worker, Joiner etc. 
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Construction: 

This is an applied course which is focused on developing hands on skills in brick-laying, plastering and other 

areas of construction.  This is a great opportunity for pupils hoping to enter the building profession.  The 

course allows for progression to Level 2 but can also give students the necessary skills. 

 

Hair and Beauty: 

This course is designed to provide a broad background of understanding the beauty sector and basic skills 

required.  Pupils will study the following units:- 

 Customer Service 

 Basic Salon Reception Duties 

 Personal Presentation 

 Health and Safety Practice 

 Applying Basic Make-up 

 Providing Basic Manicure 

 

Catering and Hospitality 
The course focuses on the following topics: 

 Food Hygiene and Food Safety 

 The Hospitality and Catering Industry 

 Business management and career options 

 Catering Skills 

 Presentation and menu planning 
 

Music Technology 

The course is broken down into four sections. There are two compulsory units which are concerned with 
using a Digital Audio Workstation (we use ProTools and Adobe Audition).  Unit 1 is about showing how the 
DAW is set up and used.  Unit 2 is a practical use of the DAW where you create an original piece of music. 
We then work on two further units which are chosen to suit the strengths of the group. These are all 
concerned with developing technical recording skills. 
 

What could it lead to? 

Level 2 and 3 Occupational Courses and Apprenticeships 
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