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Believe Achieve Succeed

Welcome to Ashton on Mersey, an over-subscribed, exceptional
school with an outstanding reputation.
We feel privileged that you are considering Ashton on Mersey
for the next stage of your child’s educational journey. We also
appreciate and embrace the great responsibility we have to ensure
that your child is safe, happy, inspired and successful.
In recognition of our proven record for high levels of attainment,
high quality teaching and contribution to supporting other schools,
we were one of the first schools in the country to be designated a
National Teaching School. At our last inspection, we were judged
‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted for the fifth consecutive time.
Whilst Ashton on Mersey continues to be one of the most popular
and successful schools in Trafford, our dedicated team of teaching
and support staff are committed to maintaining high expectations,
standards and professional development so that each pupil can
make excellent progress in their academic and social development.
Our school motto is Believe Achieve Succeed and our aim is for
all our pupils to believe in, and value themselves, achieve their
academic and social potential, and succeed in their future learning
pathway, chosen career and wider life experience.
We look forward to working in partnership with you.
Mr Andrew Shakos
Executive Headteacher

Mr Andrew Shakos
Executive Headteacher

WELCOME
TO ASHTON ON MERSEY SCHOOL

Traditional values
Ashton on Mersey School has strong values and high academic standards, which support
the very highest expectations, we have of our pupils. The success of the school is built
upon a tradition of providing exceptional opportunities for children, which makes them
feel that they ‘can do’ and that no task is beyond them. Teaching styles are adapted to
suit pupils’ potential, which encourages children of all abilities to extend themselves.
We seek to provide each student with the opportunity to attain their full academic and
social potential, and the skills and qualifications to access further education or the world
of work.
Examination results show year on year improvements and we are extremely proud of the
dedication and determination from staff and pupils alike in ensuring the best possible
outcomes are achieved.

“The outstanding curriculum in the main school and the sixth
form provides a wide range of courses and qualifications to
meet students’ needs and aspirations.” Ofsted
The Ashton on Mersey School Sixth Form continues to develop strongly and was judged
to be ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted at our last inspection. The dedicated building boasts
world class learning facilities for our students.
Our range of Vocational and A Level courses offer fantastic opportunities for students
who wish to undertake their post 16 studies at Ashton on Mersey School.

The school has a disciplined and ordered
environment. The harmony and discipline is
based on providing stimulating lessons to keep
the pupils challenged and working with interest.
Maintaining a positive ethos is important to us
and we look to praise all pupils who display
positive behaviour and a good work ethic.
Pupils are also clear about the consequences
of poor behaviour and the sanctions available
to staff.
Our pupils thrive on the positive atmosphere
at the school and take advantage of the many
academic and social environment opportunities
available to them. We offer activities to suit the
needs of all abilities and interests.
We seek the views of our pupils on a whole
range of issues and our ‘Pupil Parliament’ is an
influential group in school. Their views have
contributed to ensuring that we have a high
quality learning environment. This is evidenced
by high attendance and levels of engagenment
- pupils tell us and Ofsted they enjoy coming
to school. Through regular contact with parents
we are able to communicate and discuss a wide
range of issues to further strengthen the home school partnership.

“Students achieve outstandingly well. There is an unrelenting
and highly successful drive for improvement to take the school
‘beyond outstanding’.”Ofsted

Curriculum
At Ashton on Mersey our curriculum is designed to be aspirational
and to ensure that all pupils achieve to the very best of their ability.
Lessons are tailored to meet the needs of all learners and are engaging,
fast paced and fun. Pupils are taught skills and strategies to help them
become effective, independent, resilient learners which prepares
them for the different stages of school life and beyond.
The design of the curriculum provides learning pathways for pupils
from Year 7-13. Learners are given appropriate and specialist advice
and support in making the transition between Key Stages 2-5,
preparing them fully for higher education opportunities and for
embracing the world of work. The breadth of subjects offered ensures
that our children maximise their social, moral, spiritual and cultural
development.
As a Teaching School, there is often more than one adult in the
classroom which not only benefits the class as a whole but also ensures
that our pupils are taught using the very latest teaching methods.

“Teaching was outstanding ... some was of such simply
stunning quality that it enabled students to make hugely
impressive gains in their learning and progress.” Ofsted

Facilities
Ashton on Mersey has first class facilities
and resources that play a major part in
creating a stimulating environment for
learning. Pupils enjoy lessons in high
quality, purpose built accommodation.
Significant investment has been made in
refurbishing practical teaching spaces.
It is our policy to remain at the forefront
of information and communication
technology. The school’s ICT network
and classroom computing equipment is
regularly updated and provides our learners
with the resources to learn and achieve the
very best qualifications.

“Students manage their own behaviour outstandingly well and
this leads to a relaxed and very orderly atmosphere in classrooms
and around the school.” Ofsted

Enriched Learning

The school has an outstanding reputation in the Sports and Arts.
The school boasts teams in the majority of sports and our pupils have enjoyed outstanding
successes both at home and abroad including becoming National Cheerleading Champions.
Our sporting leaders have made a significant impact on the school and they share their
skills and experiences with other schools in the UK and around the world.

Music, dance and art are offered during the school day but also include regular trips to the
theatre and other cultural events. The school production takes pride of place and involves
many students and staff working together on and off stage. Recent school productions
include ‘Bugsy Malone’, ‘Grease’, ‘We Will Rock You’, ‘Les Miserables’, ‘Our House’ and
‘Jesus Christ Superstar’.

“An extensive range of enrichment activities in sport and the
arts add significantly to students’ positive attitudes to school.”
Ofsted

Beyond the
Classroom
We pride ourselves on the additional
opportunities we provide for pupils. Learning
inside the classroom is the key to success, but
we also believe that so much more can be learnt
beyond the classroom.
Extra curricular activities are a key feature of the
school with a range of trips and visits offered
to suit all interests and abilities. Year 7 school
camp, ski trips, theatre trips to London, visits
to Normandy and trips to South Africa, Iceland,
Holland, Belgium and America are just some of
the highlights of the school year, which provide
rich cultural experiences for pupils.
Ashton on Mersey also holds the kitemark of
International School status and we have regular
visits from colleagues and pupils from all parts of
the world. Sixth Form students and pupils at the
school have also had a variety of opportunities
to represent the school on trips abroad.

“Students are
exceptionally proud
of their school. They
enjoy and appreciate
all it has to offer.”
Ofsted

An Inclusive
and Caring
School

Pupils benefit and value the support from a large
network of caring adults. In addition to their subject
teachers, your child will be supported by their Form
Tutors, Heads of Year, Pupil Support Managers and
wider support staff.
Student Services at Ashton is the focal point for many
of our students (and parents). This is due in no small
part to the highly trained and caring staff who will
never accept that a problem cannot be resolved.

“Students’ behaviour
towards one another
and the adults
working with them
is impeccable. They
are unfailingly polite
and well-mannered.
Attendance is
consistently above
average.” Ofsted

“The outstanding
achievement of all
groups of students
demonstrates the
academy’s strong and
successful commitment
to providing equality of
opportunity. Pupils say
that they feel very safe
in school.” Ofsted

The Dean Trust
Ashton on Mersey School in its capacity as a Teaching School is
the founding school of The Dean Trust. The Trust comprises nine
schools, four primary and five secondary schools, in the North
West.

Tarun Kapur CBE, Chief Executive
& Academy Principal

The Dean Trust aims to ensure that all of its schools are at least ‘Good’ with an aspiration
for all to be ‘Outstanding’ as that is the expectation of our parents and local communities.
The Dean Trust aims to provide schools of choice through high ambitions, aspirations
and outcomes.

Believe Achieve Succeed
has been embraced by all of the schools in The Dean Trust. We have proved the power of
these words with record breaking examination results and praise in Ofsted inspections.
The Dean Trust delivers a traditional education based on good behaviour and respect
with a ‘no nonsense’ approach. Underpinning our ambition for high standards is our
commitment to an inclusive and caring community of which parents and carers can be
proud.

“Leaders and managers, including an outstanding governing body, know
exactly how well the school is doing and where it could do even better.
They have created a community that has learning at its heart.” Ofsted

“We hope you have found this information useful and that we have
been able to give you an insight into life at Ashton on Mersey. We
are very proud of our school and hope that your child will join us
so that they can be too. We look forward to welcoming you and you
child into school in the near future so that you can experience for
yourselves what a great place for learning Ashton on Mersey is. “
Mr A Shakos
Executive Headteacher

