
AOM 
EVENT 
DATES

28th June – INSET Day – School closed for pupils 
8th – 10th July – Year 7 Camp
8th - 12th July – Year 10 Work Experience Week 
19th July – School closes for Summer

3rd June 2019

Executive Headteacher Message

Year 11 GCSE’s 
• 14th June – Final GCSE Exam
• 22nd August – GCSE Results Day

Full GCSE exam timetable is available on the 
school website

Isabelle recently took part in the 2019 Greater Manchester County
Championship competing in the U15w 800m and U15w 1500m.
Saturday’s performance in the 800m saw Isabelle finishing 4th overall
setting a new personal best of 2:23.40 and on the Sunday in the 1500m
she finished 3rd to be awarded with the bronze medal in a time of
4:58.51. Well done Isabelle on another great sporting achievement.

Dear Parents/Carers,

Following the half-term break we have certainly ‘hit the ground running’ in terms of Year 11’s 
returning to their GCSE examinations and ensuring that our high standards, expectations and 
aspirations are consistently communicated to all our pupils and students in the Sixth Form.

May I take this opportunity to remind you of some of our uniform and appearance expectations: 
no non-uniform clothing should be worn inside the school buildings; no trainers or shoes with 
trainer-like appearance; skirts should not be rolled up at the waist to shorten the length; 

no make-up, piercings or jewellery; mobile phones should be turned off and out of  sight; long hair should be tied back; no 
unnatural hair colours, no ‘dip-dye’, no extreme hair length differences e.g. no ‘skin-fades’ (shortest hair length allowed is a
grade 3).

For pupils who ride their bikes to and from school, may I ask that they take extreme care when riding on the roads. I have 
been made aware that some pupils ride in small groups and are not always attentive to the surrounding traffic which puts
their own, and others, health and safety at risk.

May I also ask that all pupils arrive to school by 8.35am, at the latest, so that a prompt 8.40am start can be made within 
tutor groups or assembly.

Finally, so that we may further improve waiting times and efficiency within our food serving areas, may I encourage all our 
parents/carers use ‘Parent Pay’ to ensure that your child has sufficient funds to buy food and drink at break and lunchtime.
Thank you as always for your support. Wishing you health, happiness and every success, Andrew Shakos.

Greater Manchester County Championship 2019



The Ashton on Mersey Drama department went to the Garrick Playhouse Theatre prior to half term to take
part in several workshops to help develop pupils understanding of how a professional theatre operates.
Thirty six pupils from Year 9, who have opted to take GCSE Drama, as well as the current Year 10 GCSE class,
took part in set, lighting, costume and sound workshops as well as having a tour of the well-established
theatre in Altrincham. Established in 1914, the Garrick is a fantastic venue and it was a delight to be able to
take our pupils to the theatre in order to showcase the work that goes on there. I must say thank you to the
volunteers at the Garrick who gave up their free time to host our pupils and the feedback from them was
excellent, as our pupils were a credit to the school. They were engaged, asked questions and learnt so much
about the day to day running of the theatre. Our pupils loved the experience and nearly all showed interest
in signing up to be members of the Garrick Playhouse as well as their Academy of Performing Arts. We look
forward to working with the Garrick in the future.
Mr Harper, Head of Performing Arts.

Year 9 Performing Arts Trip

Recently, Year 7 Footballers played in a tournament 
organised by Manchester United. They were 
coached by three Manchester United scholars and 
current Sixth Form pupils – Mason Greenwood, 
Teden Mengi and Anthony Elanga. They competed 
against players who were a year older than them so 
found it tough and struggled at first but battled hard 
to win several games against some very strong sides, 
narrowly missing out on qualifying for the final, 
beating the eventual winners on the way.

Well done to all the Beau, Reece, Eric, Finlay, Ben, 
Ben, Seth, Tom and Michael. 

Year 7 Pupils are coached by MUFC Scholars 



You may have seen in the Manchester Evening News or the Sale and Altrincham Messenger that our Formula 24
build has now started in earnest. We have an initial build team in place who will be aiming to construct and
prepare the car for a qualifying race heat locally then heading to Silverstone in September.

We are very grateful to the school, Governors, Siemens and our business sponsors who have supported this
opportunity that is normally the reserve of private schools.

On Wednesday the 22nd May, we invited Governors and teachers to see the start of our journey, meet some of
the pupils involved and see how the project is developing. We were also joined by Greenpower press officers
from London reporting further on our journey and members of the Siemens support team. The pupils undertook
a build session during the afternoon to establish the framework of the vehicle and assemble some of the
operational parts. All pupils involved thoroughly enjoyed the work and we received great feedback from all our
visitors.

We will keep you all updated over the next few months with our progress via the Head’s Newsletter,

AOM Pupils begin to build Formula 24 Car 



On Thursday 13th May, the Sixth Form Fundraising Team
were invited to Francis House Children’s Hospice Open
Day, as a thank you for supporting their fundraising and to
see the care they provide and how the donations are being
used. There were no children or young people in residence
on the day so the students could visit all the areas.

Francis House Children’s Hospice provides appropriate
respite and end of life care for children and young people
with life limited illness and the necessary support and
short term care for their families. They provide a home
from home environment where they can relax and have
fun and young people and their families have the support
and understanding they need.

The students were given the opportunity see first-hand
some of the amazing facilities they provide and show how
important the money raised from fundraising helps toward
the £12,800 a day running costs, which helps them to give
the care needed to the children and young people who are
able to access Francis House.

The day certainly made an impression on the students,
they came away feeling humbled and inspired by their
visit.

Football Scholars Programme
On Wednesday before half term, the Ashton on Mersey Scholars completed a league double by being
crowned Trafford Champions to go with their North West Colleges league title. Ashton faced Sale
Grammar in the final at Partington Sports Villages with both teams unbeaten so far this season. The game
started scrappily with no chances for either side until Cian Donohue volleyed home from 20 yards after 30
minutes. Ashton soon doubled their lead through Oscar Campbell cutting into the bottom left hand corner
via deflection.

In the second half, Ashton’s grip on the game strengthened when Charlie Ward picked out the top corner
from 25 yards and Tom Carr headed in from close range after a well worked short corner routine. The
game was sealed beyond any doubt when Taylor Nixon played a neat one-two on the edge of the box
before playing in Jordan Ward who lashed home into the roof of the net. Sale did manage two late
consolations however it was not enough as Ashton claimed a well-earned victory to cap off a fantastic
year of winning both leagues.

Sixth Form News


