
16th September 2019

Executive Headteacher Message

May I wish you a very warm welcome to our first newsletter of the new academic 
year.

Open Morning
Saturday 28th September 

9.30 – 12 noon 

I am pleased to report an extremely positive start to the Autumn term with our new
Year 7s already proving to be fantastic ambassadors for Ashton on Mersey and The
Dean Trust. The Year 7s have quickly become orientated with their new environment
and have impressed our staff with their excellent manners, general behaviour and
enthusiasm to learn. Pupils in our other year groups, and students in the 6th Form, have
also returned energised, with an excellent attitude and ready for the challenge ahead.

I have delivered assemblies to all year groups to remind them of our high expectations with regards to personal
organisation, conduct, effort and resilience with learning. I explained that I wanted them to believe in their
infinite potential to make a positive difference to their own lives and the lives of others. I also clarified that the
knowledge that they are acquiring now will allow them to ultimately take control of their future: making
informed and healthy choices; selecting college and higher education programmes; achieving their career
aspirations; and making sense of the world around them.

With regards to our pupils keeping safe on a day-to-day basis, may I please ask that you remind your
daughter/son about the importance of being alert as they travel to and from school. For cyclists, that they ride
on the left-hand side of the road at all times, being aware of traffic movement around them, and preferably
wearing a helmet. For our pupils who walk to and from school, that they do not look at their phones as they
approach and cross roads. May I also ask that any parents who need to drop-off or pick-up their daughter/son
from school, park away from the school gates, are mindful and careful of high volumes of pupils leaving school
and drive slowly in the vicinity of the school.

On Saturday 28th September (9.30am until 12 noon) we are hosting our annual Open Morning. It is an
opportunity for prospective new pupils and their families to visit our great school. There will be an opportunity
to tour the site, meet pupils and staff, and listen to a presentation from myself and members of our senior
team. We hope that you will encourage any friends and family who are considering a secondary school for their
child, and live within our catchment area, to attend.

Very best wishes, Mr A Shakos



Welcome to Year 10 and the start of our GCSE journey. Our pupils have come back enthused and hard working. I
will be running a ‘Welcome Evening’ for all Year 10 parents on Thursday 3rd October 2019, 6pm in Hall 1. All
parents are welcome to attend, I will be giving you information about what to expect in Year 10 and how best to
support your child. There will also be a representative from Maths, English and Science. Further to this, the Year
10 Progress Evening is on 5th December 2019. Please encourage your child to continue in their dedicated
attitude to Key Stage 4 and utilise Show my Homework to support them in this endeavour. – Miss Ellis – Head of
Year 10

Year 11 have made an impressive start to their final year at school. This week during form time the pupils have
been advised to begin their revision timetable. Ensuring they are studying each night for at least 90 minutes.
The pupils have been advised to write down their topics in the planner area and to begin condensing their
notes from Year 10 into mind maps, revision cards or shorter notes. Please can I ask that you support your child
is creating a revision timetable where possible.

Furthermore, Year 11 Welcome Evening will be held on Thursday 26th September at 6pm in Hall 1. The aim of
the evening is to provide you with an insight into the year ahead and how best to support your child
throughout their GCSE journey. Revision guides will also be on sale to purchase on the evening.

This week we have begun our supportive mentor meetings with the pupils to discuss their progress at the end
of Year 10 and to set goals in order to meet their targets by the end of Year 11.

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and I look forward to working
alongside yourself and your child again this academic year. Miss Roberts – Head of Year 11

Welcome back Year 8! I am delighted to be your new Head of Year! The 2019-2020 academic year promises to
be an excellent opportunity for us to build on an incredible start to your journey at Ashton on Mersey School.
Year 8 have a made a fantastic start to the year, they have come back with maturity, settled well and are
dedicated to their studies. I thoroughly look forward to getting to know you all throughout the year. Mr
Holbrook – Head of Year 8

Year 7

Year 9

Year 8

Year 10

Year 11

Head of Year Parent Messages

Well done on a great start to Year 7. All the pupils look smart and have made a great start to secondary
school life. Please ensure that you have used ParentPay to consent and/or pay for our team building day
Challenge for Change on the 1st October. The payment deadline for this trip is Thursday 19th September. Also
please use SMHW (Show My Home Work) with your child so you can keep track of all the homework being
set. Thanks Mr Carey Head of Year 7

I am delighted to welcome the following form tutors to Year 9: Miss Plumb, Mr Jackson who have joined Year 9,
and are both very experienced teachers who are already forging strong links with their form groups. Our extra-
curricular activities are beginning and I very much hope that all of our Year 9 pupils will take the opportunity to
join at least one of our clubs this academic year. I also hope that we have a strong presence of Year 9 in our
school performance of Oliver next year, auditions are this week but there are plenty of opportunities on and off
the stage with help needed with lighting, organisation and design. Keep up the great start – Mr Loftus – Head of
year 9



Auditions for the school show Oliver have been held this week. The chorus auditions will be held on Monday
16th September and auditions for the main parts will be on Tuesday 17th September. Pupils can attend both days
if they wish and need to arrive at the Drama studio by 3pm. They will be required to stay until 5pm and pupils
don’t need to prepare anything in advance as everything will be provided at the auditions.
Many thanks, Mr R Harper, Head of Performing Arts

AOM School Production ….coming soon 

Auditions start this week 

PE Extra-Curricular September 
2019

AOM
EVENT
DATES

26th September - Year 11 Welcome Evening
27th September – School closes as 12.35pm for all 
pupils
28th September - Open Morning 
2nd October – School Photo Day (Yrs 7, 9 ,11)
3rd October - Year 10 & Year 12 Welcome Evening
10th October - Year 7 Progress Evening
18th October - Half Term
28th October - School Opens 8.30am for all 
14th November – Sixth Form Open Evening 
18th November – AOM Presentation Evening
5th December – Year 10 Progress Evening
5th December – AOM Christmas Markets
20th December – School Closes for Christmas
6th January 2020 – School Opens 8.35am for all 

Saturday 28th September, 9:30 am to noon, pupils requested to help in departments on the Saturday will be
bringing permission letters home. To allow the school time to set up for Open Morning pupils will be dismissed
from school at 12:35 pm on Friday 27th September. If pupils are on free school meals and require a lunch, please
can they let their Form Tutors know. School will reopen at normal time on Monday 30th September.

This takes place on Tuesday 1st October from 8:30 to 4 pm. Pupils have received letters and we require parental
responses as soon as possible. Pupils will spend half the day at Challenge for Change and half the day at school
completing a set of teambuilding challenges. This is a great opportunity for pupils to strength bonds within the
year group.

AOM OPEN MORNING 

Year 7 Challenge for Change 

The school offers an excellent range of
PE extra-curricular activities for the
pupils to enjoy. Please encourage your
child to make the most of these
opportunities. Attached to the
newsletter is the timetable. We look
forward to seeing as many of our pupils

attending.


