
8th November 2019

CEO Message

Dear Parent/Carer

I would like to update you on some changes that we have been making at both Ashton on Mersey and Broadoak School in
terms of leadership.
As you are aware, Mr Shakos, one of our Executive Team, has been successfully running Ashton on Mersey School to provide
stability and continuity since the departure of Mr Moloney.
Mr Shakos will remain as Executive Head across both schools and from January, Mr McConaghie, a very experienced
headteacher at Broadoak, will become headteacher at Ashton on Mersey School.
Pupils will have the opportunity to meet Mr McConaghie during the coming weeks as he will spend an increasing amount of
time at Ashton on Mersey. He is already well known by staff and this is an exciting development for the school. I am sure
that you will make him feel very welcome.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support for our schools.

Best regards, Mr T Kapur CBE

As I hope that we have been able to evidence, we are extremely passionate and committed to providing an environment
where your children feel safe, supported and challenged in their learning so that they can ultimately achieve social and
academic outcomes for which they can feel proud. In order to achieve this, we need to ensure that standards and
expectations remain consistently high for all our pupils. Whether it is personal organisation and appearance, effort in lessons
or at home, or taking advantage of the many after-school activities that are available. May I please ask for your support in
ensuring that your child remains one of the overwhelming majority of our pupils that: arrives at school by 8.35am; has a coat
and school bag that contains their planner, books, a fully-equipped pencil case, a reading book and PE kit when appropriate;
does not wear make-up, have piercings or extreme hair-cuts (including hair shorter than a grade 3 and/or non-natural hair
colours); does not wear trainers or shoes that have trainer-like appearance; hair that is shoulder length or longer is in a pony-
tail; does not use their mobile phone anytime on school site; listens and demonstrates great effort in lessons and with
homework, which they attempt to the best of their ability; wears their uniform with pride; demonstrates good manners and
is respectful of others; and tries new challenges e.g. sports clubs, drama, music, academic clubs, STEM club etc. Reflecting on
my experiences as a pupil many years ago at school, never has there been so much support and opportunity for our children
to enjoy and make progress in their learning and, as parents, we should give our children the unconditional care, support and
encouragement so that they can believe in their infinite potential to make a positive difference to their lives and the lives of
others.

Just to add, the aforementioned expectations are commonly observed and demonstrated by our pupils, which is a privilege
and pleasure to witness, but it is at these times when we revisit our expectations with parents so that we never experience a
dip.

Thank you greatly for your ongoing support.

Wishing you continued health, happiness and every success, Mr. Shakos.

Executive Headteacher Message 



Head of Year Messages

Year 7 

Year 8 

Year 9 

Year 10 

Year 11 
Welcome back after the half term break. Year 11s have made a great start, instantly settling back into their 
GCSE programme. In assembly this week we celebrated some of our study star success stories: congratulations 
to Charlotte Burns, Charlotte Varghese, Hamid Jamal and Izzy Farby for completing 25 hours of additional study. 
These pupils were rewarded with their bronze badge and a chocolate treat! Well done Year 11. A huge well 
done to all Year 11 pupils who attended study sessions in the October Half Term break. We are 4 weeks away 
from the November mocks commencing on Monday 25th November. Throughout this week, the pupils have 
been encouraged to build on the momentum they have started with their revision at home. All pupils should 
now be revising for a minimum of 2 hours per night, with breaks. 
Date for your diary: Ashton on Mersey 6th Form Open Evening - Thursday 14th November. We look forward to 
seeing you there. Miss Roberts, Head of Year 11.

Welcome back to all our Year 9 pupils, I hope you all had a lovely half term break! 
We have a busy half term ahead, including our first charity event in support of 42nd Street where our Pupil
Council have organised, ‘I’m a teacher, get me out of here!’ as well as trips to a local retirement home where
pupils will read with some of the residents and help at the home during some of their afternoons.
Most importantly, we will start to discuss GCSE options - watch this space! All information will be sent home in 
the near future.  Mr Loftus, Head of Year 9

Please can you ensure your child is attending school with all the equipment necessary for learning, including a
pencil case, planner and reading book. We have a library full of books so please encourage your child to read at
least three times a week. Progress Evening for Year 10 is on Thursday 5th December. Hopefully you have started
planning work experience placements, but if you have any questions or concerns please get in touch. Miss Ellis,
Head of Year 10

This week you will receive a letter regarding the Year 7 residential in July. As places are limited, please go to
ParentPay to give consent as soon as possible. Year 7 have started back after half term with a good positive
attitude, but we still need to work on increasing their attendance. Keep up the good work! Mr Carey, Head of
Year 7

We would like to welcome back Year 8 after the October half term break. They have settled well and are focussed
on their studies leading up to the Christmas holidays. The prize draw for 100% attendees will take place in the
coming weeks in assembly, the key focus for this half term is ensuring we have as many 100% attendees as
possible. A new extra-curricular timetable has been published for this half term with some additional activities. It
has been a promising start, keep up the hard work Year 8! Mr Holbrook, Head of Year 8



AOM Christmas Markets – 5th December 2019 – Stalls Available

We are delighted to confirm that the AOM Christmas Markets will return on 
Thursday 5th December 2019, opening its doors to parents, pupils, staff, neighbours 
and the local community. There will be a wide range of stalls offering something for 
everyone. It is a lovely evening to buy a Christmas gift or even treat yourself, mix 
with friends and family and to get a warm glass of mulled wine and a mince pie. 

We currently have a few stalls still available. If you are interested in a stall, please 
contact Mrs Nilson on 0161 973 1179 Ex*2271 or via email 
cnilson@aom.Trafford.sch.uk for further details. You can also support the 
Christmas Markets by making a donation, we would very much appreciate prizes 
for our raffle or bottle tombola. All donations can be brought to main reception for 
my attention. 

Please add this date to your diary and we look forward to seeing you all there.

Ashton on Mersey School are once again hosting Student Links’s students to provide the opportunity for our
pupils to make an enriching life-long friend -a “Spanish amigo” same age, gender and similar interests- so we
are searching for caring families to host them. If you are interested in hosting a Spanish student please refer to
the link below

DATES: from Saturday 20th June to Wednesday 15th July 2020

ALLOWANCE: £800.00

SPARE ROOM NOT ESSENTIAL, but if sharing it must be with the “buddy” we have selected for them.

More INFO & APPLICATIONS: www.studentlinks.es or sending a text message to 00 34 607 710
241. Coordinator: Ana Martín.

IMPORTANT NOTE: when hosting the same student for a second time, AoM pupils have the chance to travel to
Spain at a low price (300 pounds taken off the allowance, all included: planes, insurance and assistance) for a
great summer holiday week with their new Spanish friend."

If you would like to speak to a member of staff from school initially, please contact Miss Paisey, MFL 
Teacher, via main school reception. 

14th November – Sixth Form Open Evening 
18th November – AOM Presentation Evening
5th December – Year 10 Progress Evening
5th December – AOM Christmas Markets
12th December – Senior Citizen Christmas Party
for all 

19th December Year 7 Christmas Carol Concert 
7pm 
20th December – School Closes 12 noon for 
Christmas
6th January 2020 – School Opens 8.35am

AOM
EVENT
DATES

Can you host a Spanish student?

mailto:cnilson@aom.Trafford.sch.uk
http://www.studentlinks.es/


As the new half term starts, the PE extra-curricular clubs will be up and running for everyone. Pease find the link
on the school website. This half term basketball and skiing will be starting. Skiing will take place on a Tuesday
night, please see Mrs Mercer for more information.

Ashton on Mersey hosted it’s annual Football Festival for Year 5 pupils from our 4 partner primary schools on
Thursday 31st October. There were 18 teams in total and over 50 Year 11 pupil’s from AoM helped to coach,
manage and referee matches as part of their OCR Sport course. The event was a huge success despite a chilly
start and all primary school pupils were fully amerced in the games after some motivational speaking and tactical
team talks from their Year 11 managers. Many of the primary school teachers were also extremely happy and
surprised to see how our Year 11’s have matured since being at primary school themselves. Kayli-Mae G, Keziah
S, Cameron N and Jack M were mentioned in particular for their enthusiastic and supportive manner.

Woodheys, The Firs, St Mary’s and Wellfield are looking forward to their next Primary Festival which will take
place on Wednesday 13th November.

PE UPDATE 

AOM STEM Club 
A team of our Year 10 pupils had the opportunity to travel
to Silverstone race circuit last week to race in the
International final of Formula 24. The team of talented
engineers spent the last eight months working in
collaboration with Siemens to build and perfect an electric
powered racing car. The team followed a steep learning
curve, specialising in mechanical engineering and
electronics before considering aerodynamics and drag
factors.

The team were exemplary at the home of Formula 1,
driving the car, planning their race strategy and providing
pit support. They qualified for the final and although they
didn’t win, took away a lot of ideas to come back better
and even faster next year. Well done to the team.

Senior Citizen Christmas Party
We will be hosting our annual Senior Citizen Christmas Party on
Thursday 12th December, 1.30pm – 4pm. If you would like to attend
or know someone who would enjoy joining in the festive spirit,
please contact the main reception TEL 0161 973 1179 and ask for
Miss Pettigrew or Mrs Nilson. Spaces are limited and will be
allocated on a first come first served basis. Guests will be
entertained by our pupils, enjoy a festive buffet and meet lots of
new people. Santa may even make an appearance!


