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Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

The first full cycle of our new two week timetable has been completed and,
whilst it is a temporary measure, pupils are enjoying being with their own
year group throughout the entire day. Our additional health and safety
measures have now been embedded and we continue to move forward,
with our plans for extra-curricular sport and music coming to fruition very
soon. School is a vibrant and positive place to be with over 97% of pupils
attending bucking the national figure of 88%. This is excellent news to
report.

Our annual Open Evening was planned for next week. This is an event for
current and prospective families, however, we are now aiming to offer a
virtual experience. Staff, pupils and the school building will be on show to a
film crew instead which we will post on our website and to the wider
community once the showcase film is completed along with our prospectus.
Ashton on Mersey remains the first choice for local parents but we are not
complacent. Should you have questions about our school and what it can
offer we will, of course, be offering avenues for you to have your queries
answered in person.

Please be vigilant over the days and weeks ahead and can I encourage
careful observance of social distancing expectation and the wearing of face
coverings where advised or required.

Enjoy the weekend.

Virtual Open Evening coming soon…



Year 7 Hot Lunches
Hot lunch provision for Year 7 will continue next week with over 90 pupils a day taking the offer up this
week. We are looking into the potential of expanding our provision to other year groups in the coming
weeks and will keep you informed on developments.

Our free snack at break offer will come to an end on Friday 18th. We hope pupils enjoyed this extra return
to school offer. If pupils wish to eat a snack at breaktime they would need to bring it with them to school.

In keeping with our commitment to provide students with outstanding careers guidance and tailored
support when choosing their next step after Sixth Form, we have now introduced Unifrog; an award-
winning, online careers platform as part of our post-18 programme. Year 13 students started using this in
July and we will be introducing our new Year 12 students to it over the coming weeks.

Unifrog brings into one place every undergraduate university course, apprenticeship, and college course in
the UK, as well as other opportunities, such as MOOCs a free online course platform to help students
enhance their areas of interest. They can also explore exciting opportunities further afield by looking at
English taught undergraduate programmes available in Europe and the USA.

Unifrog makes it easy for students to compare and choose the best university courses, apprenticeships or
further education courses for them.

KS5 – Careers Guidance 

On Friday 25th September, we will be celebrating the European Day of
Languages at Ashton on Mersey school. This is an opportunity to raise our
pupils’ social and cultural awareness and this year, our Year 7 pupils will be
taking part in a scavenger hunt to celebrate the occasion. There will be a
special menu in the canteen with a European twist, whilst we hope pupils
will also hear some of the non MFL teachers in the school having a go at
communicating with them in a foreign language too! It promises to be a
really enjoyable day for all of our new Year 7s, Mr Loynd – Head of MFL

European Day of Languages 

Additionally, the platform helps students when writing their personal
statement, applications and CVs and guiding them through the process,
allowing teachers to give live feedback.

Currently Year 13 are using it to select potential Post 18 courses and
apprenticeships and writing their personal statements. All Year 13 students
should be looking to draft and complete their personal statements over the
next few weeks. Any help parents can provide with this task would be
beneficial. If you are interested in finding out more about Unifrog you can
ask your child to log in and show you how it works.



Teaching and Learning 

All Year 7 pupils have been signed up to our virtual learning platform ‘Satchel’. We are running a weekly
riddle challenge for Year 7s so they can get used to using the functions of Satchel. This week’s riddle is ‘Why
can a woman who lives in York not be buried West of the River Trent?’. All of our homework, revision and
remote learning is delivered via this platform so it is essential that all pupils and parents sign up. It is free to
use and is a great way for all to keep up to date with independent learning.

Remote Learning 

Please can we ask parents/carers to use the link below to complete the ‘Technology Access Survey’.

Building on Ashton onMersey’s successes with remote and home learning during the last academic year, it is
vital that all pupils have reliable IT access at home.

This survey will allow us to identify which pupils need support with technology for home learning:
https://forms.gle/YdpMZC7DhuLNnmj98

Please complete the survey by Monday 21st September, Thank you.

https://forms.gle/YdpMZC7DhuLNnmj98

