
11th September 2020

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

The entire school community was together for the first time this week and 
pupils should be proud of the way in which they have conducted themselves. 
New year group zones alongside different daily systems and processes have not 
deterred our young people from instantly meeting and, in many ways, 
surpassing all of our expectations of how this first full week would progress.

It is clear that pupils have missed seeing their friends and teachers and I have 
been delighted to see quiet and orderly corridors and classrooms with our 
teachers once more inspiring pupils to learn.

We shall continue to review and adapt our daily arrangements including our 
plans to offer more recreational space to specific year groups and to offer hot 
lunches.

Thank you for your ongoing support in ensuring all pupils bring a face mask (and a spare) alongside a packed 
lunch and a refillable water bottle. Additionally, can I remind you that pupil should arrive at 8:30am (Years 7 
and 11) or 8:45am (Years 8, 9 and 10) and must be on time. We are aiming to avoid early arrivals in order to 
reduce pupils congregating across bubbles in the morning.

This term usually witnesses a range of whole school events which showcase the school whilst allowing 
parents, carers and pupils the chance to come into school for a range of purposes. We are currently planning 
innovatively to enable key events to happen and more details shall follow. Due to current restrictions, I can 
confirm that our annual Open Evening will be a virtual experience. However, we will open our doors via 
appointment to families that wish to tour the site. Information will shortly be available on our website.

It has been a fantastic start to the year with 100% attendance in Year
7. Pupils have settled in to the routines of bubbles extremely well and
behaviour has been excellent. We anticipate these standards being
maintained throughout the year.

Attendance 

Hot Lunches
As of Wednesday 16th we plan to offer hot lunches for Year 7 pupils. Currently, there will be two options 
each day with a meat and a vegetarian dish. If your child is entitled to free school meals payment will be 
arranged by school. It not, payment for school meals is via Parent Pay. Please let us know if you do not have 
access to Parent Pay. 



Sensational Results for the Class of 2020 

As seen on our website and Twitter feed over the summer, our 2020 leavers performed superbly in their 
GCSE examinations. They achieved results which was a true reflection of the ability and work ethic of an 
excellent year group.

Following the government’s announcement that Centre Assessed Grades were to be used to measure GCSE 
pupil performance, our Year 11 cohort have achieved, as a minimum, results which show that the process at 
Ashton on Mersey has been robust and accurate with the staff at school being best placed to estimate GCSE 
and BTEC results. 

Headlines include the fact that over 57% of pupils achieved a grade 5 in English and Maths and over 79% of 
pupils achieving a grade 9-4 in both of these key subjects. More importantly, pupils have made strong and 
rapid progress in many subject areas and there are some fantastic individual success stories with our highest 
performing pupil achieving 5 Grade 9s, 8 Grade 8s and 2 Grade 7s.

These grades will ensure that all of our pupils have the greatest possible chance of securing their chosen next 
steps with pupils securing places on a range of Level 3 courses, apprenticeships and A-Level courses across 
the borough and Greater Manchester.

Ashton on Mersey is also proud to report that our Sixth Form students have achieved examination results 
which reflect the commitment and dedication that they have shown throughout the past two years. Despite 
recent (and ongoing) national uncertainty around all qualifications and the subsequent outcomes, students 
have been awarded a set of grades across all of Ashton on Mersey’s BTEC and A-Level subjects that are 
unquestionably outstanding once more.

Students and parents should be delighted that the process of awarding centre assessed grades was robust. It 
is pleasing and reassuring that the judgements and estimates of our teachers have been validated and that 
students have been rewarded for all of their hard work.

Headlines include the fact that over 90% of students achieved 3 Distinctions 
(D/D/D+) or above whilst over a quarter of students achieved the highest 
possible grades of 3 Distinction* (D/D/D*). There were many individual success 
stories across our BTEC Level 3 courses in IT, Construction, Sport and Business 
Studies whilst 100% of students achieved A*-C in the A – Level of Accountancy 
with 25% achieving a grade A.

These grades will ensure that all of our students have the greatest possible 
chance of securing their chosen next steps including University, Higher 
Apprenticeships and a range of employment pathways



Head of Year messages 

Myself and the Year 8 team have welcomed back to school our amazing year group.
They have settled into the new systems we have in school brilliantly and we can see a
real effort from them to follow our new procedures and also continue their
educational journey with vigour. This year the Year 8 team welcomes Mrs Warburton as
our Pupil Support Manager who will work closely with me and the team to help with the
transition into Year 8 and provide support to our young people throughout the year.
This year we challenge the year group to pick up where they left off and ensure that
they make exceptional progress so they are in a great position when it comes to GCSEs in
years 10 and 11. Head of Year 8 - Mr Carey

Year 7 

Year 8 

Messages for the week ahead:
• Pupils must wear their grey lanyards each and every day
• The planner must be signed each week by a parent or guardian as well as the pupil
• Your child must be reading for at least 3 intervals each week for 30 minutes. Once they have completed this

allocated reading time, the planner must be signed to recognise completion of this activity.
• Pupils to continue to arrive before 8:30am at the gate. We would now like to invite pupils to queue up on

the playground itself as opposed to outside of the school gate.
• Pupils to bring a mask to school. A spare mask is essential too in case it becomes lost or damaged.
• Pupils to continue to bring their planner, pencil case and reading to school each day.
• Pupils to continue to bring a packed lunch each day to school.
• If your child is entitled to Free school meals, this must be reapplied for. Instructions can be found on our

school website.
Celebrations:
After a very successful induction programme, I would like to congratulate some pupils who completed a
brilliant letter during the day: Shona Ternent, Alex Gilbert, Carys Lucas, Mahdieh Asghar, Liberty Adams, Sienna
Wong, Esme Beattie, Archie Martin, Benjamin Horton, George Johnson, Emma Madeley and Claudia Wright.

A very warm welcome to Year 7 pupils and parents, joining Ashton on Mersey school.
It has been a pleasure to meet the pupils this week and support with their transition
to secondary school. Year 7 pupils have made a very strong start to their secondary
school life. We are extremely proud of their attendance, their uniform and how well
equipped they are for school. Thank you for your support on this, it is much
appreciated. Head of Year 7 – Miss Roberts

Year 9 

Welcome back Year 9! It was fantastic to see everyone at your induction day last week.
From the moment you arrived, your conduct was impeccable! It is important that you
arrive as close to your start time as possible. Our new policies and procedures will take
some time to get used to, but remember that they have been put in place for
everybody’s safety. Please can we all remember to bring masks and lanyards with you
each day. I am very excited to see you back in lessons actively engaging in your learning
again with your teachers and peers. Head of Year 9 - Mr Holbrook



Head of Year messages 

Hi Year 10. It has been great to see you all return to school and I must say how impressed I
have been with your attitudes, behaviours and positivity about the year ahead. I am really
excited to be working with you in the future, as you begin this important and exciting
phase of your school journey. While school may look and feel a little different from what
we are all used to. I am sure that by displaying some of the resilience and determination
that you have shown before, along with the support that your teachers are ready to give
you, we can deal with all the challenges we face and grasp the fantastic opportunities that
will come your way. It is vitally important that you continue your excellent start to make
sure that you get the outstanding results you deserve at the end of Year 11. Head of Year
10 – Mr Loftus

Year 10

Year 11 
Year 11 have come back after the summer with a mature attitude and are focused on their
GCSE studies. Please encourage them to keep on top of their work and continue this
excellent start. We have given out our prefect ties and have a fantastic new prefect team
who are eager to support staff in their zone. Pupils will be receiving Careers appointments
over the coming weeks to discuss their post-16 education with Mrs Eyong. Can you begin
to discuss options for Sixth Forms and colleges, as we will need to make sure all pupils
have applied by Christmas. There will be further information shared during the remote
Year 11 Welcome Evening on 1st October 2020. Head of Year 11 – Miss Ellis

Year 12 & 13

The Sixth Form was pleased to welcome all our new Y12 and our now Y13 students in
their induction sessions last week. The Sixth Form has prepared its facilities to ensure
students and staff are safe and can continue to receive the highest quality education
we provide each year.

All students are currently on a full timetable of lessons, enrichment and form time activities. Arrival times for
both Y12 and Y13 is 9am on a Monday and 8.30am Tuesday-Friday. We would like to stress the importance of
all students attending their form time sessions as we have a full program of activities mapped out for them
over their two years in the Sixth Form.

Sixth Form usually holds an annual Presentation Evening for our Y13 leavers in the Autumn Term.
Unfortunately due to current restrictions this will be not be able to happen in a face to face manner. We are
currently planning on this taking place into virtually. We will communicate the details for this in due course.
Head of Sixth Form – Mr Kelly



Teaching and Learning 

We are delighted to be back in the classroom and all year groups have made a very positive start to the
academic, albeit in some changed circumstances. All year groups are now taught in their own zone and we have
made sure that each area is adequately resourced with everything that the year group needs for each subject.
For example, there are central resource areas, bookable mobile IT facilities and each room has been kitted out
with consumables that all subjects will use. We have also thought about the arrangement of classrooms to try
and minimise risk and maximise learning within the current guidelines.

Show My Homework remains the place where all teachers will set homework tasks. Year 7 parents have been
sent log in PINS this week and the pupils will have their log on details created once they have had their first IT
lesson. Show My Homework is a fantastic platform which the school provides free for all parents. It enables you
to support and monitor your son/daughter’s independent work. The app is easily downloaded to any
smartphone and the web version provides some very useful insights and analysis.

We are providing support for pupils who are self-isolating/quarantined/shielding through Show My Homework.
Each week subject teachers will upload lessons so that these pupils do not fall behind their classmates. If your
child does need to take time off school for a Covid-19 related reason, please contact our attendance officer
Sharon Evans to sign up to the Virtual classrooms for each year group.


