
25th September 2020

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

As national restrictions have been increased it is crucial that the school
community remains vigilant over social distancing expectations. We are in the
fortunate position of remaining fully open to all pupils but we are not
complacent and must be insistent that pupils wear masks in communal areas
and that handwashing continues to be a priority. In terms of pupil attendance,
we expect every pupil to attend school. Should a pupil have Coronavirus
symptoms we would expect that the pupil remain at home, secure a test and
await the results. However, there are other common viruses in the population
at this time of year. Please see the guidance below.

Whole school events continue, albeit in different formats. Open Evening took
place on Thursday (or at least the recording of the event did) with the full
experience due to be launched very soon for all of our current and prospective
parents. In addition, Year 11 Welcome Evening takes place next week. This will
also be an online and remote experience. Parents, carers and pupils will
receive further details in due course. The event will have key information
about the year ahead for the class of 2021.



Extra-Curricular PE 

Time Activity Venue Teacher(s)

Monday

Year 8

After-school

Girls Football

Boys Football

Cheerleading/Dance

Netball

Field

Field

Dance Studio

Courts

Mr Henderson/ Miss 

Cooper/ Mrs Lawson

Mr Holbrook/ Mr Jackson/ 

Mr Doody

Coach

Miss Holden/ Miss Plumb 

Tuesday

Year 9 

After-school

Boys Football

Girls Football

Dance

Netball

Field

Field

Dance Studio

Courts

Mr Stead/ Mr Holbrook/ Mr 

Jackson

Miss Cooper/ Miss Plumb

Miss Walker

Miss Plumb/ Miss Holden

Wednesday

Year 7

After-school

Girls Football

Boys Football

Dance 

Cross Country 

Netball

6th form Football

Astroturf 

Field

Dance Studio

Field

Courts

Various

Miss Cooper /Mr Doody

Mr Law/ Mr Holbrook/ Mr 

Jackson

Miss Walker

Mr Szekley

Miss Holden

Mr Henderson 

The PE department are pleased to inform you that the 2020/21 PE extra-curricular programme will
commence for pupils in Years 7, 8 & 9 the week beginning the 28th September.

The PE department believes that taking part in extracurricular sport provides a fantastic opportunity to
teach pupils to go beyond their comfort zone and to explore hidden talents. In addition (more than ever)
physical activity is key to the wellbeing of all young people. Pupils who engage in extracurricular sport often
see an improvement in self-esteem and develop in confidence and overall satisfaction with themselves.
Pupils are also provided with greater opportunities to create and develop new relationships with both their
peers and their teachers.

The focus for all of the activities will be to provide pupils with opportunities to be active and fun. At this
time we do not have plans to undertake competitive fixtures so the sessions will not be trials to represent
school teams.

Finally, all pupils will be expected to wear full kit and appropriate footwear, if taking part in football then
pupils must have boots and shin pads.

We look forward to seeing lots of pupils attending extra-curricular PE over the coming weeks.



Each pupil will have now completed a full cycle of their two week timetable. The curriculum has been
reorganised to allow double lessons and therefore reduce interaction and crowded corridors at lesson
changeover time. This has also meant that lesson structure has changed. This year teaching staff are working
on further developing challenge in the classroom. Every lesson starts with a learning question, this has been
commonplace for a number of years however, now all staff have added a challenge question as well. This is
designed to get pupils to think and stretch their ability; it is often a question from beyond their current key
stage. Here are a couple of example from school this week. What would your answer be?

Geography: ‘Why is the inner core of the earth solid when it should really be liquid? It’s temperature is hot
enough to melt rock and metal!’

English: ‘Does the Inspector (from An Inspector calls) represent God?’

History: ‘What is the divine right of Kings?’

Teaching & Learning 

SCITT
For several years Ashton on Mersey School has been a DfE accredited School Centred Initial Teacher Training
(SCITT) provider at both primary and secondary level. This involves delivering all the training for our trainee
teachers, and coordinating their teaching practice placements at local schools. Most of these are Dean Trust
schools, although we also work with other schools who value the work that we do in providing high quality
trainees for the profession. Several trainees are based at Ashton on Mersey school, and are already adding
value to the high quality of teaching and learning to which we aspire.

This year we have 51 trainees, our highest number for a few years. Whilst it is undoubtedly a challenging time
for these aspirant teachers to embark on such a career, we have been really impressed with the start that
they have made. Anybody who is considering a career in teaching for themselves, please contact
KarenCraven@thedeantrust.co.uk at The Teaching School for more information about our recruitment
process for September 2021, which opens soon!

mailto:KarenCraven@thedeantrust.co.uk

