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Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

I do hope that parents/carers of Year 11 pupils enjoyed the Welcome to Year
11 presentations that were published over the last two weeks. In addition,
many parents/carers spoke to the form tutors of Year 7 pupils on Thursday
and received useful updates on how pupils have settled into life at Ashton on
Mersey. You will see from the banner in this newsletter that our Virtual Open
Evening is now live and online. Whilst this event is primarily for prospective
parents/carers, I am sure that the entire community will enjoy the showcase
of our school. The pupils and students present and perform with pride.

The school continues to be a hive of learning despite current challenges. Track
and trace systems now require schools to look within zones and bubbles
should schools get a confirmed case of Covid-19. This is designed to minimise
the number of pupils being asked to self-isolate. Two year groups had
confirmed cases this week but our rigorous systems and processes meant that
only a small number of pupils were tracked and traced. Our home learning
packages are instantly accessible should any pupil be asked to self-isolate.

The school has had a number of requests from parents regarding the wearing of face masks in lessons. We
continue to review national guidance and would refer all parents and carers to advice from Public Health
England. Face masks may only be worn in communal areas and they must be worn in communal areas whilst
our region has lockdown status.

"Public Health England does not currently recommend the use of face coverings in schools as pupils and staff
are mixing in consistent groups, and because misuse may inadvertently increase the risk of transmission. There
may also be negative effects on communication and thus education."

Have a restful weekend.



Year 10 Welcome Evening 

On Thursday 15th October, we would normally be inviting the Year 10 parents/carers in for a meeting with a
focus on pupil transition to GCSEs. Unfortunately, due to current restrictions we will be unable to invite
parents/carers onsite, but we will be doing an online video to replace this event. The first video will be
presented by Mr Worsfold (Assistant Headteacher, Head of KS4) who will focus on GCSE assessments and
potential changes within the curriculum. The second video will be by Mr Loftus (Head of Year 10) who will be
talking about standards and expectations and also some advice on areas such as revision. The links for videos
will be sent out via e-mail and will also be put on social media. We hope parents/carers of Year 10 are able to
access the presentations and find them of use.

School Meals 

We are now in a position to extend our lunch bag provision to all pupils of Year 9, 10 and 11. If your
son/daughter would like to order a sandwich they can do so via their form tutor during registration. This lunch
bag will include a sandwich, drink and one additional item (grapes, home bake, packet of crisps). The cost of the
lunch bag is £2 to be paid in advance via Parent Pay. Pupils eligible for free school meals will not be charged.

Pupils’ Reading Habits 

Parents/carers of Year 7 pupils will be receiving a pack of
information to help develop our pupils' reading habits whilst the
library remains closed. We are working hard to ensure that all
pupils have access to good quality reading material in order to
support their reading progress. Regular reading and listening to
others read is proven to lead to better outcomes for children in
their exams and in their future opportunities. Please take a look at
the pack and get in touch with Mrs Packwood or Miss Lyons should
you have any questions.


