
23rd October 2020

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

As this half term draws to a close I wish to thank you sincerely for your
support. This has been a challenging period but the Ashton on Mersey
community has responded with a sense of determination and resilience.

The school ends the half term as it began – fully open to all pupils and
students. Restrictions over the half term break mean that we must all
remain vigilantly and safely within national guidelines and expectations. I
would be delighted to see 100% of our pupils return after the break and we
all have a duty to maximise this possibility. Should there be any case of a
positive test in the school population then I would ask that you immediately
email our internal Covid Track and Trace email address
(aomcovid@aom.trafford.sch.uk) and a member of staff will be in touch as
soon as possible. It is important to note that this virus does not take a
holiday. Whilst our phone lines will be unavailable the school also has
safeguarding contact details available on the website as usual.

The staff will all be determined to support the young people on our return from the half term break with a
range of catch up programmes being launched across the school. In the meantime, please do take care next
week and I look forward to welcoming pupils back next half term.

Year 7 Mia Glenn

Year 8 Yemisi Akinyemi, Erin Cookson & Senna Craig

Year 9 Chase Holt

Year 10 Daniel Welford

Year 11 Anya Hutchings, Evie Jones, Adam Hussain, Abigail Taylor &Rohan Ghosh

mailto:aomcovid@aom.trafford.sch.uk


National Novel Writing Month

NaNoWriMo! November is National Novel Writing Month. To
celebrate, a group of pupils in Year 8 will be taking part in a range
of fun and exciting creative writing extra-curricular sessions
throughout the month. If you have a story within you that's
bursting to get out, see Miss Clayton for more details. Good luck
to the pupils taking part and happy writing!

Pupil Pledge Sign-Up
Pupil Pledge sign-up has begun for all year groups this week and online sign-up will be open over the half term
break for pupils to sign-up via ‘ShowMy Homework’. We have already had 265 pupils sign-up so far! Parents and
carers can get involved by sharing pupils’ achievements on our new @AomPledge Twitter feed. We want more
Year 10 and 11 pupils to sign-up as Pledge will look really good on their college and job applications.

Sixth Form Scholarship 
Our Sixth Form Scholarship team had their first game this Tuesday where they beat Altrincham Fc u18’s 3-2. With
goals from Zach Curtis, Henry Brown and Joe Christopherson. A great overall performance from all!

Year 11 Mock GCSE Exams
From Monday 23rd November – Wednesday 2nd December, all pupils in Year 11 will be taking their mock GCSE
exams. These assessments will be based on past paper questions and indeed full papers. Please can you
encourage and support your child to prepare thoroughly for these exams as they will give as good indication of
the progress they have made to date and what they need to do to improve in order to achieve fantastic results
in the summer of 2021. A generic exam timetable for the mocks can be found on our website. Pupils will receive
an individual timetable after half term.

Top  10 Revision Tips
1. Short spurts of revision (20-25 minutes) are most effective. Your concentration lapses after about an hour 

and you need to take a short break (5-10 minutes). Aim to revise for 2 hours per evening and 3-4 hours 
each day at the weekend. 

2. Find a quiet place to revise- your bedroom, school, the local library- and refuse to be interrupted or 
distracted. 

3. Make sure you don’t just revise the subjects and topics you like. Work on your weak ones as well. In fact, 
start with these first.

4. Make your own revision notes, because you will remember what you have written down more easily. Stick 
keynotes to a cupboard or doors so you can see them every day!

5. Re-write  the key points of your revision notes, read them out lout to yourself. We remember more that 
twice as much of what we say than of what we merely read. 

6. Use different techniques. Make your own learning maps. Use post-its notes to write key words on, create 
flash cards. Record your notes on your mobile phone and listen to them regularly. Ask friends to test you. 
Use highlighter pens to mark important points.

7. Practice on your past exam papers or revision tests available on the web. Initially do one section at a time 
and progress to doing the entire paper against the clock. 

8. You will need help at some stage; ask parents, teachers, or even friends.
9. Don’t get stressed out! Eat properly and get lots of sleep!
10. Believe in yourself and be positive. If you think you can succeed you will!



Teaching & Learning: Catch up 21 – Year 11

Recovering lost learning during the recent school lock down is a priority. At Ashton on Mersey we have been
planning our catch-up strategy ‘Catch-up 21’ since June. Every Year 11 pupil has been assessed on their success
at home learning, completed a diagnostic assessment in every subject as well as us judging how well they have
settled back in to school routines. As a result, we have identified pupils who require catch-up intervention and
have planned a comprehensive blended learning package of extra face to face and remote catch-up classes
which will begin after half term.
Your son/daughter in Year 11 will receive an individual catch-up timetable on Monday 2nd November. This will
invite them to a series of catch-up classes which will run every day. Some of them will be on-site and some will
be delivered remotely. These will be available in 3 delivery methods detailed below and all GCSE and BTEC
subjects will be covered. The main objective: to catch up on lost learning from the end of Year 10.

Face to face sessions – Daily 3pm-4pm – Nov to Feb
Not every pupil is invited to these; only pupils who have significant gaps in their knowledge and understanding
have been targeted. These after school sessions are compulsory for those who have been invited to attend.

Remote learning GoogleMeets/live streams – Daily 4.15pm-5pm – Nov to Feb
Every pupil is invited to attend these. Subject staff will deliver instruction and learning activities via
GoogleMeet or Google Live stream in all subjects.

Pre-recorded ‘Podcasts’ – available from January 2021
Every pupil will have access to a full suite of pre-recorded lessons for each subject. These will have an
accompanying work booklet and test and are designed to be completed at home. Year 11 homework will be
focused around this in January and February. These are being produced by teaching staff at the moment and
will be available for parents to use with their son/daughter in January.

It is intended that with these extra catch up arrangements each pupil will have sufficiently covered the
content, knowledge and skills which they missed during school lock down. This will be complete by February
half term, after which our revision school will take over in the lead up to examinations in the Summer.

All other year groups will have a catch up programme available to them. These will be phased throughout the
year and aim to support every pupil to not be disadvantaged by recent school closures.



Year 7 September Half Term 1 Transition Newsletter 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your attendance at the Year7
remote welcome evening. We hope you found the evening to be informative and
to give you a well-rounded insight into how your child is currently progressing
within each subject area.
Congratulations to all Year 7 pupils who have completed their first half term at
secondary school. We are incredibly proud of how quickly they have settled into
life at Ashton on Mersey school. Pupils arrive on time, dressed smartly and have
an outstanding attitude to learning which hasn’t got unnoticed. Thank you for all
of your support as parents and guardians with the Year7 transition, so far.
We look forward to commencing Half Term 2, where we will continue to build on
our successes as a Year group.
Miss Roberts (Head of Year 7),
Dr Fox (Assistant Headteacher, Director of Transition and SEND)

Miss Roberts, 
Head of Year 7

Dr Fox, Director 
of Transition

Advanced Notices for half Term 2:
All Year 7 pupils will carry out their
CATS tests, which will commence
on Monday 9th November 2020.
These tests are to gauge the
starting points of the pupils. The
tests do not require any revision of
preparation in advance. Pupils
shouldn’tworry about these tests.
Monday: ALC/CHQ/JIL
Tuesday: SRM/JOP/MAH
Wednesday: LUP/CLM/DMG
Thursday: MAP

Praise Postcard Winners:

A huge thank you to all Year7

pupils who took part in the praise

Postcard Competition. We

selected the following 7 Winners:

Alexis Morley, Kayden Moores,

Oliver Whitfield, Esme Beattie,

Poppy Wheeler, Yasmin Khider

and Amy Roper.

These postcards will be sent out

to pupils on a weekly basis who

impress with their outstanding

behaviour, work or attitude. Look

out for these on your door steps!

Attendance

Attendance for Year 7 continues to

impress. We hope to continue this

excellent form in Half Term 2.

This term we have launched our form

attendance league. Each week the

attendance is calculated and ranked

depending on the form’s attendance.

The form who has 100% attendance

during a particular week will receive 20

points. The form with the lowest

attendance that week will receive 1

point. During the last week of Half Term

2, the form who is at the top of the

league will be given a special rewards

breakfast to celebrate their successes.

Pupils who have successfully achieved

100% attendance within a full term will

receive a bronze badge for their lapel. If

100% is achieved during Term 2 they will

receive a silver badge and gold for Term

3. Please note that if a pupil is

unsuccessful in Term 1, there is an

opportunity for them to gain the badge

during the next term. (Please note, any

Covid related illness/self-isolation will not

affect a child’s attendance.)

Who to contact? Please contact your

child’s form tutor for any issues in the

first instance.

Year 7 in the 

community:

A huge thank you to

7JOP, 7ALC, 7MAH,

7LUP and 7CLM who

have helped clear up

litter within the school

community.

Each Friday, pupils

head out of school and

support the local

community in a

community litter pick

down Cecil Avenue.

Well done Year 7!

Freddo Friday!
Freddo Friday is a
rewards initiative
which occurs
every single Friday for
Year 7. Subject
teachers nominate one
pupil from their lesson
who deserves to be
rewarded for their
‘Outstanding’ work or
behaviour in the
lessons


