
2nd October 2020

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

Extra-Curricular PE commenced this week for Key Stage 3 as did Year 11 drama
rehearsals. Despite persistent uncertainty, the school will offer additional
provision if current safety guidelines can be adhered to. It was a really positive
step forward to see pupils enjoying the breadth of what Ashton on Mersey always
offers year on year.

Ensuring that we all follow guidelines around social distancing, mask wearing in
communal areas and the reporting of any actual or potential cases of Covid
remains a priority. Please see our Chief Executive’s additional message this week.
The school community had a positive case in our Sixth Form this week which has
resulted in Years 12 and 13 being asked to self-isolate. Thankfully, our remote
learning packages remain as strong as ever and live lessons have commenced for
all of these students. We should applaud the maturity that these students showed
when leaving site and the way in which they have already engaged in their studies
from home.

I am taking the unusual step of writing to all parents/carers of pupils in The Dean Trust during these difficult
times. We wish all our pupils who are ill with Covid19 a speedy recovery.

I would like to begin by thanking you all for your incredible patience and support, particularly those families
affected by year groups having to self-isolate at home.

I am however seeking your further support. We have recently had cases of pupils coming into school who are
clearly unwell. A number of these pupils have subsequently tested positive for Covid19. As a result, we have
been advised by Public Health England to send home classes and occasionally full year groups of pupils.

I would urge that all our parents and carers remain vigilant of any symptoms that their child has that could
indicate that they have Coronavirus (COVID-19) and ensure that they remain at home. It is then very important
that contact is made with the local health protection team and a Covid19 test is taken.

We are making every effort to keep as many pupils in school as possible but to succeed, we need to work
together to limit the risk of transmission within our schools.

Once again, thank you for your continued support during this challenging time

Tarun Kapur CBE 
Chief Executive

Chief Executive’s Message to Parents/Carers



Brand New Tennis Courts
Over the summer half term work has been carried out to regenerate our existing netball/tennis courts.

We have 4x tennis courts and 3x netball courts (socketed posts). These courts will officially open for
community use from 27th October 2020.

This £60K investment will further expand the fantastic facilities the school has to offer at our on-site
community sports facility, ‘The Health & Fitness centre’.

We are currently looking for a local tennis/netball club/league to set up residency and to join a vast array of
other local sporting clubs that currently use our facilities.

Please contact Dean Walsh (Centre Manager) by email: info@aomfitnmess.co.uk or by phone 0161 976 5970
for any further information.

Website:- www.aomfitness.co.uk

The Big Book Giveaway!
Last week a select group of pupils had the opportunity to participate in a new reading scheme delivered by Mrs
Lyons and Miss Roberts. The pupils enjoyed receiving a brand new book of their choice, which was gifted to
school by Macmillan Children’s Books and Penguin/Random House as part of the ‘Big Book Giveaway’ in
partnership with the Manchester Book Festival. The pupils chose a book to take away and enjoy and have been
tasked with a range of activities to assist with the reading of their chosen book. We very much look forward to
meeting the pupils again to hear all about their books.

Attendance in Year 7-11 is good. I would like to ask parents and
carers to support our young people in bringing an outdoor coat
to school. As the weather becomes less reliable it is important
that pupils are dressed appropriately. We aim to ask pupils to
remain in outdoor areas whenever possible as this is the safest
environment for all with regards to minimising virus
transmission.

Finally, you will see a High Sheriff award issued to our very own
Mr Peet for his much celebrated work throughout lockdown
providing face visors for the wider community. It remains
imperative that we support each other in our society and find
positive ways forward. As Martin Luther King said: “The
ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments
of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of
challenge.”

mailto:info@aomfitnmess.co.uk
http://www.aomfitness.co.uk/


National Poetry Day 

Head Boy and Head Girl

Extra-Curricular

In celebration of National Poetry Day we invited one of our favourite poets, Mike Garry, to share some of his
writing and performance poetry with us. Pupils in English attended streamed sessions with Mike Garry and got
to experience his poetry... and it really is an experience! You might know Mike Garry from his appearance on
the nationwide television advert, his Manchester Derby poem which was shown on Match of the Day, his
numerous celebrity collaborations or his appearance on the number one single St Anthony!

On top of this, we've opened our annual poetry competition for entries
and we want to see and hear the best poems that our pupils have to
offer! All pupils in KS3 have the opportunity to enter the competition via
Show My Homework. We'll be picking ten winners who will all receive
prizes and the glory of being an award winning poet. You can also share
your poetry at the official National Poetry Day hashtag #MyNPDPoem
and share them with us at #DearAshton. We can't wait to read your
poems!

This week we appointed a new Head Boy and Girl. The
candidates were asked to give a presentation followed by a
formal interview with Mr McConaghie. The calibre of
applicants was so high that it was incredibly difficult to
narrow down for the interview process and even more
difficult to choose between the candidates who got
through for interview. We are delighted to announce that
our new Head Boy is Zeeshan and our new Head Girl is
Kate. The deputies are Jared and Anna.
Thank you to all who applied and well done to our new
Senior Prefects! Miss Ellis

This week saw the return of Extra-Curricular PE clubs at Ashton on Mersey School
for Year’s 7, 8 and 9. Over 250 pupils attended a number of clubs including,
Netball, Cross-Country, Football, Cheerleading and Dance. The pupils in
attendance had a great time, showing bags of enthusiasm and passion. We would
again like to extend an invitation for pupils to join us next week, you don’t need
to book a place, just meet the PE staff at the end of the school day in the play
area of your year group bubble. We hope that in the coming weeks and months
that we will be able to add to the activities that we are currently offering. Thank
you again for your support and efforts so far, the PE team look forward to seeing
you next week.



Year 7 Transition 
A very warm welcome, it has been a real delight over the past 4 weeks getting to know the pupils in Year 7.
They have made a very strong start to secondary school life and have settled in well. We are very proud of their
attitude to work, their determination and commitment to learning. We have received glowing reports from Year
7 teachers and we cannot wait to share this feedback with you during our upcoming Year 7 Welcome Evening.
This event will take place on Thursday 8th October 2020. Prior to the evening, your child will make one
appointment with their form tutor. The form tutor will call you at the time allocated and discuss with you how
your child has settled into school. Please be aware that phone calls will only be 3 minutes long and if you wish to
speak for longer an additional call should be made for an alternative day.
Miss Roberts, Head of Year 7
Dr Fox, Assistant Headteacher, Director of Transition and Send

Show My Homework

All pupils have had their IT introduction and have

been set up successfully on Show My Homework.

Parent Pins have also been given out, to allow you

to closely monitor your child’s homework. Please

contact admin if you require any assistantance

with SMH.

Planners and equipment notices
• Pupils must wear their grey lanyards each day.
• The planner must be signed each week by a

parent or guardian as well as the pupil
• Your child must be reading for at least 3 intervals

each week for 30 minutes. Once they have
completed this allocated reading time, the
planner must be signed to recognise completion
of this activity.

• Pupils to continue to arrive before 8:30am on the
playground.

• Pupils to bring a mask to school. A spare mask is
essential too in case it becomes lost or damaged.

• Pupils to continue to bring their planner, pencil
case and reading to school each day.

• If your child is entitled to Free School Meals, this
must be reapplied for. Instructions can be found
on our school website.

• Pupils will receive a spelling test each Friday
during form time

Who to contact?
In the first instance please contact your child’s
form tutor for any issues.

Freddo Friday
Freddo Friday is a rewards initiative which occurs every single Friday. Subject teachers nominate one pupil
from their lesson who deserves to be rewarded for their ‘Outstanding’ work or behaviour in the lessons.

Other Celebrations 
We have also celebrated the successes of our top 10 quickest riddle solvers on SMH and some outstanding
transition letters which were handed in! A huge well done to the winners of those competitions.

Year 11 Welcome Evening 
On Thursday 1st October we launched an online Year 11 welcome package which includes a series of short
videos replicating this annual event. The presentations are as follows:
• Thursday 1st Oct- Welcome Message, Mr Worsfold (Assistant Headteacher, Director of KS4)
• Thursday 1st Oct- Standards and Expectations, Miss Ellis (Head of Year)
• Monday 5th Oct- Maths, Mrs Crowder (Assistant Headteacher, Head of Maths)
• Monday 5th Oct- English, Mr Griffin (Assistant Headteacher, Head of English)
• Tuesday 6th Oct- Science, Mr Hughes (Head of Science)
• Tuesday 6th Oct- Ashton on Mersey Sixth Form, Mr Kelly (Head of Sixth Form)
Links for these have been sent through our e-mail system to all Year 11 parents and they are also available on
social media. We hope parents and pupils benefit from these presentations and gives you an insight into the
year ahead for our Year 11 pupils.



Teaching and Learning  - Sixth Form 

Year 12 and 13 groups are currently participating in remote learning. All lessons are being delivered remotely
via Google Meet. The general level of attendance at online lessons has been excellent. Levels of attendance
across all lessons has been above 95% so far this week. Can we remind all students that we are expecting them
to attend all lessons on their timetable with their teachers delivering the lessons remotely from school. All
students are to continue to access their lessons via Google Meets and work will continue be delivered via this
and Google Classroom. There is also a requirement for students to attend their form time sessions as
scheduled.

Open Evening 

Our virtual open evening event is coming soon. However, if you have a Year 6 or Year 5 child and would like to
speak to Key Staff to ask any questions about Ashton on Mersey School, please use the link below to complete
an online registration form:
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwWROu540E3Rkn14_RvZRLU0oBJtvFpkmFDRazE8XYdxhubA/viewform?
usp=sf_link

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwWROu540E3Rkn14_RvZRLU0oBJtvFpkmFDRazE8XYdxhubA/viewform?usp=sf_link

