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We have completed our first week back of this half term and, despite new national
lockdown measures, Ashton on Mersey remains a thriving place to be. It was
reassuring to see Year 11 take up their invitations to Catch -Up 21 sessions (both
face to face and remote). It would be pertinent to quote an ex-American president
this week. Theodore Roosevelt once said: “Believe you can and you are halfway
there”. It’s vital that we all stay positive and as structured as we can in such times.
All of our pupils can and will succeed this year if they remain focused and
determined. Year 11, in particular, will be sitting mock examinations very soon.
They will be a very useful indicator of progress for teaching staff, highlighting
where further gaps in knowledge need to be explored.

As the winter draws in, it is important that all of our young people wrap up warm.
Increased ventilation in school means that we would recommend additional
thermal layers underneath the school uniform. Pupils can (and many do) wear a
school jumper. Whilst these can be purchased we do have a batch in school which
can be distributed to any families that may be struggling to initially meet the cost.

In Loving Memory 

The school received some news which can only bring sadness to our
community.

After a long illness, Ms Harris, passed away this week - peacefully with the
comfort of her family around her.

Ms Harris worked at Ashton on Mersey as a teaching assistant for over a
decade and she was incredibly popular and close to many of our young people.
Staff and pupils will be able to recollect many stories of her life at school filled
with her infectious enthusiasm and her downright refusal to be defined by her
illness. We simply couldn’t keep her away from Ashton on Mersey as she
wanted to be around the staff and the pupils. We will reflect and celebrate Ms
Harris’ life here at school in the most appropriate way we can in due course.
But, for now – we simply need to have her friends and family in our thoughts.



Year 7

Year 8 Evelyn Wolferstan, Yian Qian & Jonny Robinson

Year 9 Seth Briggs, William Kindell

Year 10 Rachel Bonser & Reanna Lambert

Year 11 Harvey Lowther

Teacher and learning 
Our catch-up project ‘Catch-up 21’ started for Year 11s this week with after-school lessons in core subjects such
as Maths, English, Science, Geography and History as well as coursework clinics in Sport, Media, Child
Development, Health & Social Care and Dance. The Year 11s have responded well and we have seen large
numbers and high engagement in all afternoon sessions. In addition, remote catch-up lessons in optional
subjects such as Business Studies, Food, Sport, Triple Science and Spanish have also been well received. These
will continue until February half term after which our revision school will begin in preparation for the Summer
exams. Catch-up is not exclusively for Year 11s; we have catch-up plans for all year groups with strategies

planned to be introduced later in the school year.



9th-14th November is Maths Week England! This annual event has been launched
to encourage all pupils across England to get engaged and enthusiastic about
maths - something we try to do every day at Ashton. This year, in recognition of
Maths Week, all pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 will have the opportunity to participate in
mathematical competitions and activities designed to build confidence, positivity
and competitiveness in Maths. There are prizes to be won so listen out for more
details during form time and good luck! #MathsWeekEngland

Maths Week

Music Lessons 

1-1 instrument lessons have started again for our Year 10 GCSE Music pupils which have been very successful.
Music pupils have not been able to have an instrument lesson since lockdown started earlier this year so we are
pleased that they can finally begin. All lessons are being taught in a covid safe manner and the tutors and pupils
have done very well at adapting.

From this half term, if your child is eligible for Free School Meals and is required to complete a period of two
week self-isolation (due to either a positive test or track and trace) the school will add funds to the value of the
free meal that would normally be provided in school to your Parent Pay account. The funds can be accessed via
your Parent Pay account for you to use to acquire food for your child during their period of isolation away from
school. Please ensure you check your Parent Pay account for the funds which will be added to the value of £2.20
per day, to cover the full period of temporary isolation. Please note that this arrangement will apply to short
periods of isolation as a result of COVID-19 only. If additional lockdown restrictions are applied by the
Government, the school will advise further. If you have any problems accessing Parent Pay please contact school.

Free School Meals 

Year 11

Year 11 Mock exams start on the 23rd November 2020. In preparation pupils have been set revision by their
class teachers on ShowMy Homework.
Year 11 pupils are to also hand their College applications to Miss Ellis in the Year 11 office. Once received their
predicted grades and reference will be attached to the application and sent onto the colleges directly. If you
have any queries about this process please get in touch.
You will also receive your child's Year 11 Progress reports over the next two weeks.


