Note/Cue/Flash Cards

Mind Maps

•

Keep them simple.

•

List definitions and rules you need to know.

•
•
•

•

•

Mind maps are an excellent memory tool
condensing topic information.

These should be colourful and pictorial.

•

They are very good for learning language
vocabulary.

It’s a good idea to stick your mind maps on
the wall in your room.

•

They are a good size to carry around and to
store in your room.

Make mind maps for the topics you need to
learn and look at them over and over.

•

Timelines are good for remembering an
order of events.

They can be looked at easily on the way to an
exam.

Memory Techniques

Revision Tools to Help
You Pass Your Exams

•

Mnemonics is a simple way to
remember a list of words.

•

Take each item on the list and link
them together using a word.

•

Use word association, pictures and
rhymes to help you.

Here is a summary of the best tools
available to help you revise your subjects.

Practise Questions
•

•

Practise answering questions from
revision guides, past papers or
subject websites.
Answer as many questions as you can
without using your notes.

•

Use your notes when you get stuck!

•

Practise under timed conditions.

•

Use the examiners mark scheme to
mark the paper and improve your
answers.

•

For high mark questions use
CUSTARD and PEEL.

Test Yourself
•

Write down the topics you need to
revise.

•

Make notes on them.

•

Read through the notes several times
and make sure that you can recall the
information.

•

Ask a parent/carer/sibling/friend to
test you.

•

Keep reviewing the topics that you
don’t know until you do!

•

Get help from your teacher if you don’t
understand.

Useful Websites
getrevising.co.uk

Home - BBC Bitesize
gcsescience.com
mymaths.co.uk
mathswatchvle.com
youtube.com
GCSE (9-1) Geography | Revision, Notes &
Study Guides (geography-revision.co.uk)

Where To Revise

Planning Ahead
•

You can start to revise at any time during the year.

•

Go back through your school work regularly.

•

You should start to prepare yourself at least three months
before a final GCSE exam.

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

Find a space to revise where you can concentrate.
Choose a place that has enough room, good lighting, is
comfortable, tidy and has a window.
Try to use the same place all the time.
Avoid distractions such as TVs and loud music. Leave your
mobile phone in another room.
Get together your school books, past papers and revision
guides. Be organised!

Know the dates and times for each of your exams. The exams
office will give you a timetable.

•

Know the format of the exam e.g. written, spoken, practical,
online.

•

Have a supply of equipment such as A4 paper, notebooks,
index cards, pens, pencils and highlighters.

•

Drink plenty. Have a bottle of water as it’s hard to
concentrate it you are dehydrated.

Plan ahead and don’t leave your revision until the last minute.

Plan Your Revision
•

•

Draft a revision timetable so that you can identify
when you can revise.
Put topic headings in the plan rather than general
subject headings. Your teacher will give you the
topics.
Block out times when you cannot revise because of
other activities.
Aim to work in 45 minute blocks, taking 10-15
minute breaks.
Spend more time on subjects you find more difficult.

•

Put a copy on your bedroom wall

•

•

•

STUDY TIPS
•

Use these strategies to maximise your
potential for examinations.

•
•
•

Not everyone learns or takes in information in
the same way.
Know your learning style – visual, auditory,
kinaesthetic
If you are unsure of your style take a quick quiz www.educationplanner.org/students/selfassessments/learning-styles.html

•
•

Before An Exam :
Get a good night’s sleep.

Make Use Of Your Learning Style

During An Exam



•
•

Pack your bag with the correct
equipment. Use a clear pencil case.

•

Check that your calculator works and
that you know how to use it.

•

Check the time of your exam, venue
and seat number.
Eat a healthy breakfast.

•

•

Take a drink, water is best.
Remember to take off the label.
Leave home in plenty of time so you
are not rushed and are calm. Arrive
15 mins before an exam.

•

Read through any revision notes,
revision cards and mind maps you
have made.
Turn off your mobile phone when you
arrive and hand it to an invigilator.

•

Put your watch on your desk so that you can manage your
exam timings.
Drink plenty of water and stay hydrated to help you
concentrate.
For GCSE examinations check that you have the correct
paper and the correct tier of entry. Add your name, centre
and candidate number to all of the sheets of paper that
you use.
Read the instructions on the front of the exam paper
Read the questions carefully. Highlight any key words to
help you understand the question (use CUSTARD).
Look at how many marks are given to a question and plan
your time carefully.
Spend most time on the questions with most marks.
Keep an eye on the clock – don’t spend all your time on
one question, you will run out of time.
If you get stuck, move on to the next question and come
back to it later.
Complete all the questions you are asked to. Try to
answer all of them. If you are really unsure then have a
guess, you might be right! You won’t get any marks if you
leave a question blank.
Leave time at the end to check through your answers.

Examination queries and further details: exams@aom.trafford.sch.uk
Examinations Officer: Susan Leonard

