
16th July 2021

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

Covid Results 

Please can we ask that any PCR Covid results received over the weekend are emailed to
our Covid email. aomcovid@aom.trafford.sch.uk

This is the final newsletter of this academic year and I hope you have enjoyed
our transformed publication over recent weeks. The summer term ends and
school closes on Tuesday at 12pm.

It is impossible to do justice to the year that has passed in a few words. I do
feel that the staff and pupils have felt the support from all of our local
families. It is this faith in our community that has enabled Ashton on Mersey
to continually educate to a high standard whilst supporting all young people to
manage the weight of this pandemic.

September looks different. We are planned and ready for a more traditional
academic year. Things may change throughout the summer. If they don’t, we
welcome back pupils and students on either Tuesday September 7th or
Wednesday September 8th. There will be a staggered start with all pupils
asked to undertake an LFT test on arrival. Details will be confirmed as we
approach the new term.

Throughout the summer our school will be open for our Reconnect Summer
School. In addition, 6th form and GCSE results days will take place (10 and 12th

August respectively). A further letter on the appeals process will be forwarded
to parents and carers during the week commencing 2nd August.

All that remains is to wish you all a fantastic summer. I truly hope you can all
rest and that you stay safe and healthy.

Summer Holiday Free School Meal Provision

Trafford Council are once again providing Free School Meal vouchers to cover the upcoming summer holiday.
Families will receive 6 weeks’ worth of vouchers. Emails from the HUGGG Voucher scheme will be sent direct to
parents/carers of pupils eligible for Free School Meals before then end of term.

mailto:aomcovid@aom.trafford.sch.uk


Senior Leadership Team – Mrs Parkinson

Year 11 Results Day 

Hello, my name is Mrs Parkinson and I have been at Ashton on Mersey since 2010. I
have loved teaching here during the last 11 years. The pupils, staff, parents and
carers and community are very special. My main responsibilities are Personal
Development and Pupil Premium.

Personal Development incorporates all of the extra-curricular and enrichment
activities that our pupils take part in, and other aspects such as PSHE (Personal Social
and Health Education) and RSHE (Relationships, Sex and Health Education). During
this very unusual school year for school we have still had high engagement rates
with enrichment and pupils have been involved in sport, music lessons, DofE, and
even a small number of school trips. Our morning Tennis Club has even involved
pupils getting to school at 7.30am to have training sessions from a professional
coach.

That said, next year will see the full re-launch of our extra-curricular timetable and we cannot wait to see school
buzzing with activity again before, during and after school. All faculties will be delivering extra-curricular and a
full timetable of activity will be sent out to you and will be displayed on our website. It is our aim for all pupils to
attend a minimum of one extra-curricular club which suits them.

My second area of remit is to our pupils eligible for Pupil Premium funding. Pupil Premium funding is additional
funding for schools in England to raise the attainment of disadvantaged pupils and close the gap between them
and their peers. It is for children who are currently eligible for free school meals or those who have been
registered as eligible for free school meals at any point in the last 6 years, children in local authority care,
children adopted from local authority care and children whose parents are serving in the Armed Forces.

If your child is entitled to pupil premium and needs any uniform and/or PE kit for the upcoming 2021/22 school
year, please contact Mrs Grove either by phone or email on 0161 973 1179 ext. *2231 or
office@aom.trafford.sch.uk. This will help us process all the orders before school closes for the summer
holidays.

For those parents of pupils eligible for Free School Meals we are pleased to say that you will be sent a voucher
link next week providing funding for the 6 weeks summer holidays. This has been arranged by Trafford Council
but will be sent out via schools.

Results day this year is on Thursday 12th August and pupils will be able to collect their results from the Sixth
Form building. Pupils will be able to arrive between 10am and 12pm. On arrival pupils will be asked to wash
their hands and sanitise on the way into school, please also bring a mask. Pupils will also be asked to queue
outside before entering, therefore please be prepared for poor weather. Once in reception they will follow the
signs to their collection points, either in the iSite (surnames A-K) or Common Room (surnames L-Z). Once pupils
have collected their results they will be asked to leave via the fire doors at the rear of the building and exit the
site by the gate at the sixth form car park. A designated area that is cordoned off at the front of the Sixth Form
can be used for photos. If you are unable to attend, results can be collected by somebody else, however, they
must have written permission from the pupil and their own photo ID.

As you will be aware, this year’s results are Teacher Assessed Grades and there is an appeal process which all
pupils can access. Further details on the appeals process will be sent during the week commencing 2nd August.

In addition, if you have ordered a year book, they will be available to collect with the results. Please be aware, if
you cannot attend results day the year book will be available to collect from main school reception during
September.

mailto:office@aom.trafford.sch.uk


Head of Year 9 Message

Who to contact? 

Please contact your child’s 
form tutor for any issues in 

the first instance.

Mr Holbrook, Head of Year 9 Mr Evans, Pupil Support 
Manager

General Reminders

In preparation for our
return in September please
remember:

Pupils require a pencil case
and planner every day

Our high uniform standard

No trainer style shoes

Refer to the school planner 
in regards to haircuts, make 
up and jewellery

Sports Day

Congratulations to all pupils who took part in Sports Day, it was fantastic
to see the first whole school event in 18 months. There were a number of
records broken but the most impressive for Year 9 was Kishan who beat
the 300m record.

A big well done to 9SUS who retain their title as Sports Day winners!

Another great week in Year 9 as we see lots of pupils thriving to be
the best that they can be. It has been a busy couple of weeks for Year
9 which has seen them complete their end of year assessments,
engaging in lessons about careers week and Sports Day. As we move
into the final week of the academic year we will continue to focus on
our transition to the GCSE curriculum. May I take this opportunity to
thank all parents and carers for their support this year and I hope you
have a great summer break when it arrives.
Mr Holbrook (Head of Year 9)
Mr Evans (Pupil Support Manager)

Head of Year 7 Message 
As the academic year draws to a close, I want to say how immensely proud I am of each and every Year 7 pupil.
The pupils have now completed a full academic year and settled well into life at Ashton on Mersey school. We will
celebrate our achievements on Monday 19th July in our end of years rewards assembly. I very much look forward
to continuing to build on the fantastic foundations laid this year as we enter Year 8. I would like to take this
opportunity to wish you a safe, relaxing and peaceful summer. Thank you for your ongoing support of our school.
Miss Roberts, Head of Year 7

Well done to everyone in Year 8 for another successful year at Ashton on Mersey. We have had lots of
achievements this year including an amazing sports day, improvements in attendance, resilience over lockdowns
and fantastic academic progress. Have a lovely summer! Mr Carey, Head of Year 8

Head of Year 8 Message 

Attendance

Attendance plays a fundamental role in your child’s success at school. 
Every day counts!

We have been running a modified game of Monopoly called AonMonpoly! 
This is a weekly game that rewards the pupils with breakfast, pizza lunches 

and vouchers all based on their attendance.

Punctuality 

Please can I remine pupils the importance of being on time to school. 
Our gate closes at 8:40am. If you are late once during the week it is a 

lunch detention, more than once is an hour after school. 



Head of Year 10 Message 

Who to contact? 

Please contact your child’s form tutor 
for any issues in the first instance.

I want to say well done to all the pupils in Year 10. They have shown
real resilience this year and I am very proud of them. They have
certainly been tested this half term with several COVID cases in our
year group but every single pupil in Year 10 has been a credit to
themselves in really trying circumstances with exams constantly
being interrupted. They all deserve a well-earned break and we look
forward to welcoming them back in Year 11 in September
Mr Loftus (Head of Year 10)
Mrs Owen (Pupil Support Manager)

Mr Loftus, Head of Year 10 Mrs Owen, Pupil Support 
Manager

Community Spirit 

Attendance in school 

Attendance plays a fundamental

role in your child’s success at

school. Every day counts!

We are continuing our Saturday

morning revision session in

September for Maths, English and

Science. If you would like to take

part please just me know and I

can add you to the already

growing list.

Sporting Achievement

One of amazing students Daniel Welford has earnt a place

with the Sale Sharks U16s and will start pre-season very soon,

huge achievement, very well done Dan! If you have any

achievement or positive stories about any of our Year 10’s

please do send them through to me.

Two weeks ago, two of our finest Year 10 pupils, Joshua

Sykes and Will Celerier administrated first aid and called an

ambulance for a local elderly gentlemen just outside school

on Langley Road. I stopped to see if they were okay and I was

certainly not needed as both young men were in complete

control of the situation, calm, very cool under pressure and

extremely compassionate. I left the scene incredibly proud

that they were in my year group!

Looking forward to September our new prefects will be

leading community events including reading mentor

schemes, litter picking and fundraising. If you can support or

have any ideas please get it touch.

General Reminders

In preparation for our return in 

September please remember:

The pupils require a pencil case and 

planner every day

Our high uniform standard

No trainer style shoes

Refer to the school planner in regards 

to haircuts, make up and jewellery 

Sports Day

Historically Year 10 do not take part in Sports Day as they

would usually be on work experience week but because of

COVID this was cancelled. I am pleased to say 10EMP won the

day! There were some stand out performances including

Ruby O’Dea, Megan Cherry and Josh Colquhoun Lynn – who

absolutely abiltertaed the schools 800m record that stood

since 1974!



Performing Arts News

Performing Arts has been busy preparing for next academic year, when we can hopefully go back to our
practical spaces to teach both Drama and Music. It’s certainly been a challenging year teaching both subjects
in non-practical classrooms, however the staff within the Faculty have worked tirelessly to ensure that the
topics explored have continued to develop the pupils understanding of Performing Arts. Schemes of work
have included ‘Roles within Theatre’, ‘Music Law’, ‘Musical Theatre’ and a wider variety of ‘Script
Exploration’.

We are also hoping peripatetic lessons (small group Music tutoring) will be able to start again in September
for KS3 pupils to learn a new instrument at a reduced cost. This will be advertised when we start the new
academic year and is an opportunity for pupils to further engage with Music and learn new skills, whilst also
developing their musical ability. Extra curricular clubs such as Drama club, Orchestra, singing groups will also
be coming back to promote and develop the talents that we have here at Ashton on Mersey School. We are
also promoting pupil lead clubs such as ‘Toot and Doot’ band to help KS3 pupils learn the basics of wind
instruments and build upon the Year 9 Drama Revision/Skill group that we ran in the summer term.

Even though it was a really challenging year for the GCSE classes, the Year 11 Drama pupils created some
excellent performance work. Each group had to devise their own performance using a chosen stimuli, and
the work that they created was outstanding, showcasing their variety of talents and ensuring high quality
marks were awarded. Throughout the first lockdown, the pupils had the chance to not only reflect on what
they had started to create, but also what was happening within their own live and our society. When we
came back in September, the pupils chose to focus on creating performances influenced by important topics
within society such as racism, equality and suicide. These topics not only challenged their own thinking, but
also educated the audience on serious issues within our own society and those in other parts of the world.
Some of the performance work is shown in the pictures.

The Performing Arts Faculty is really looking forward to September to bring back the opportunities for all
pupils to develop further develop their confidence, self-expression and social skills that can be used beyond
the classroom.

Mr Harper
Head of Performing Arts



Technology News

Pupils in all KS3 technology classes have recently completed their end of year assessments and this week has
been MAD (Make a Difference) time. These key lessons have allowed pupils to reflect on their current areas of
strength and areas for further development. I am incredibly proud of the progress made by the vast majority
of pupils who have conducted themselves with maturity and worked with passion and dedication.

The last 18 months have been particularly difficult for the Technology department as we have been out of
specialist classrooms. We are very much looking forward to getting back into the food rooms to cook and the
workshops to realise our designs in a variety of different resistant materials. I know this is a view shared by our
pupils, none more so than our Year 7’s who haven’t even seen these rooms!

We are also planning a variety of after school clubs that will start in September so watch this space and we will
hopefully see more pupils completing projects like seen below;

Mr Damant
Head of Technology



PE News

The summer term has been a busy one for PE The department has increased its provision throughout the year
in an attempt to get our pupils fit and active once more. We are increasingly aware of the benefits of being
active in keeping us physically, mentally and socially fit. Throughout the summer term we have provided a full
programme of after school provision for our Year 7, 8 & 9 pupils alongside a Year 7 & 8 Tennis Coaching
Academy and Breakfast club. Last week saw one of the highlights of the school calendar take place for the first
time in 2 years, with the 2021 Sports Day taking place on the school field . It was a huge success and a great
opportunity for the pupils to come together to take part in a number of athletic field and track events.

The Interform results from Sports Day were as follows:

Year 7 Sports Day:
10th - JDP
9th - MAP
8th – LUP
7th – ALC
6th – MAH
5th – JIL
4th – DMG
3rd – SRM
2nd – CHQ
1st Place = CLM

Through an event like Sports Day, our pupils get the chance to show leadership, teamwork and communication
skills as they interact with new people and face new challenges. I am very pleased to say that whether
participating or spectating, the pupils of Ashton on Mersey represented themselves, their forms, the school
and their parents/carers magnificently and the PE department would very much like to thank everyone who
contributed to the success of the day. We would also like to acknowledge the achievements of a number of
pupils who set new school athletic records in a number of events as well:

Henry Forman 7CHQ 60m Sprint 8.37s
Kishan Fillingham 9DAB 300m Sprint 45.77s
Joshua Colquhoun-Lin 10MAR 800m 2.16.13
Max Knight 8LAE 300m 49s
Cole Breeze 7CLM 300m 53.08s

Year 8 Sports Day:
10th – JEH
9th – LNC
8th – KAD
7th – AIP
6th – AMH
5th – PAC
Joint 3rd – REH & IAM
2nd – LAE
1st Place = YOL

Year 9 Sports Day:
10th - LAP
9th – IAT
8th – ANM
7th – TRL
6th – LIN
5th – MEF
4th – TNE
3rd – SRS
2nd – PLS
1st Place = SUS

Year 10 Sports Day:
Winners = 10EMP



Key Stage 3 Interform Competition

The Sports Day interform competition is the final event in a yearlong interform competition which takes place 1
week of every term where the pupils compete in a number of interform competitions in a range of invasion
games and cross country challenges to be awarded points for their forms to contribute a rolling points total. I’m
pleased to announce below the top three places from places for each year group:

Sports Awards

Every year ( and for the past twenty years) the PE department has been putting on its very own Sports Awards
Evening Celebration for both our partner Primary Schools and the pupils of Ashton on Mersey. Unfortunately,
we have not be able to hold the event again this year but we hope to be back with a bang in 2022. However,
Covid did not stop the PE department running a virtual in house Sports Awards celebration and we would like
to recognise the outstanding achievements of the following pupils who have worked so hard to take advantage
of their own immense talents and the opportunities afforded to them in PE:

Year 7 prize winners:
Year 7 Outstanding Performer in PE – Ivan
Year 7 Outstanding Contribution to PE – Leilani
Year 7 PE Pupil Leadership Award – Riley
Year 7 Most Improved Performer in PE – Ryan
Year 7 Positive Impact Award in PE – winner Maddison

Year 8 prize winners:
Year 8 Outstanding Performer in PE – Jack
Year 8 Outstanding Contribution to PE – Tegan
Year 8 PE Pupil Leadership Award – Alex
Year 8 Most Improved Performer in PE – Ruby
Year 8 Positive Impact Award in PE – Yian

Year 9 prize winners:
Year 9 Outstanding Performer in PE –Jaskaran
Year 9 Outstanding Contribution to PE – Carla
Year 9 PE Pupil Leadership Award – Oliver
Year 9 Most Improved Performer in PE – Dolci
Year 9 Positive Impact Award in PE – Oliver

Year 8 interform:
• 3rd place = 8AMH
• 2nd place = 8YOL
• 1st place = 8LAE

Year 9 interform
• 3rd place = 9MEF
• 2nd place = 9LIA
• 1st place = 9ANM

Year 7 inter-form:
• 3rd place = ALC & LUP
• 2nd place = 7DMG
• 1st place = 7SRM



Future Tennis Stars

The end of the school term will see the completion of our Tennis Coaching Academy for our Year 7 & 8 tennis
players. I would like to thank all of the pupils who are listed below who attended school once a week for 6
weeks at 7:30am to be part of our professional coaching programme. Every pupil who took part massively
developed as tennis players and each received a free tennis racket so that they can continue their journey to
Wimbledon and Tennis stardom!

Year 7 Tennis Stars:
Dara, Yousef, Finn, Tom, Ethan, Oliver, Max, Alex, Trey, Katie, Poppy, Bailey, Avid, Bailey, Courtney, Selina,
Olivea, Austin, Holly, Shona, Yasmin, Omer, Eshal, Yasan & Sophie.

Year 8 Tennis Stars:
Jack, Issac, Chloe, Ruby, Daniel, Liam, Riley, Aaron, Johnny, Karo, Roy, Abi, Johnathon, Malaki, Lucas, & Tegan.

The PE department would like to thank the pupils, parents/carers and the staff from across school for helping
us to re-establish sport and PE at the heart of the school curriculum. The past 18 months have been difficult for
everyone and many young people have missed out on their first love (Sport). The PE department hopes to be
in a position to build on the foundations laid over recent months and re-introduce a full programme of sporting
activities and fixtures for all years and pupils on our return in September. Watch this space and check out the
school website, newsletter and PE reception for updates.

Mr Locke and the PE Department



Building Work 

As our pupils and staff prepare themselves for a well earned break over the summer holidays, the school building
itself will be undergoing some essential work to help modernise two important areas in preparation for the
pupils return this September.

Work has already commenced on improvements to the dining hall, formally Hall 2. These new amendments will
increase the internal seating capacity for our pupils and provide separate areas within the dining hall for food to
be purchased from.

Hall 1 and the surrounding corridor area is also undergoing a major overhaul this summer, receiving a well
earned face lift. The stage on the hall is being extended backwards to create a new area that can be utilised for
our expanding Performing Arts department.

In addition to these major projects, the Estates team will be working hard over the summer to ensure the school
is ready and ship shape for our return in September.



Summer School

The Big Raffle 
Week four of the Big Raffle has proved to yet another excellent week for attendance.
The winners this week were

With one more draw to go on Friday we would like to say a big thank you for all parents/carers and pupils
for getting behind this incentive to improve attendance across the school.

Year 7 Jack Day

Year 7 Emily Shaw

Year 8 Hope Broomfield 

Year 8 Jack Bennison

Year 9 Molly Reynolds Smith

Year 9 Molly Rothwell

Year 10 Eva Chadwick 

Year 10 Will Dyson

Summer schools in all year groups are now full! If you have signed up to a
Summer school please take note of the dates of the specific week for your Year
group; school will be in touch closer to the time with instructions and a
reminder of start and end times. Each Year group has a week for Summer
School where pupils who attend will benefit from extra tuition in subjects as
well as opportunities in Sports, Orienteering, Team Building, Cooking, Music,
Drama and Photography. We expect each pupil to attend from 8.45am each
day at the Sixth Form building. Activities will run until 2.30pm each afternoon.
Pupils are to wear school PE kit and bring a refillable water bottle. Breaktime
and lunchtime food will be provided.

Year 7 Isabelle Bates For positive attitude to learning in MFL! Mrs Esgaio Barros

Year 8 Ellis Hancock For superb effort in Art. Great independent work and focus. Well Done! 
Mrs Pearn

Year 9 Harriet Legerton For hard work and effort in MFL. Mrs Esgaio Barros 

Year 9 Olyvia Ackroyd For hard working and conscientious attitude in MRL. Mrs Esgaio Barros 

Year 10 Sean Lin For getting 96 marks in full Chemistry paper. Mr Damant

Year 10 Lois Smith For outstanding exam results. Mr Damant 

Year 10 Adam Partland For outstanding exam results. Mr Damant 

Stars of the week 

Year 10 Serena Liu For outstanding exam results. Mr Damant 



Summer Holiday Safeguarding 

As we look forward to the holidays, we recognise that some children, young people, families may be
finding things tough right now. We want you to know where you can go to get some ideas to help with your
wellbeing, or get advice, support, or help at this time.

Mental Health and Wellbeing
If your child tells you they are struggling with their mental health or if you suspect this, you should always
contact your GP for support and advice.

NHS Mental Health Services
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/mental-health-services/how-to-access-mental-health-
services/

Services from other organisations are available by website or phone/text Supporting Parents Help finder
(Young Minds)

Times are tough for many people right now. Parents find themselves pulled in many different directions and
children may be struggling being in the house for so much longer than usual. A mixture of concern about
covid, working from home and children at home, along with possible financial impacts make for a stressful
household.

Young Minds have created a useful 'Supporting Parents Helpfinder'. By answering six questions, parents can
find out how to support their child's mental health during the pandemic (and beyond). Find the help finder
here: https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/

When emotions explode (Young Minds)
Young Minds have also created a useful poster highlighting ways to give support to children when they have
angry feelings or outbursts and may help families start a conversation and talk about each other’s feelings.

Download the poster here:
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/4291/when-emotions-explode-poster.pdf

Kooth - online emotional and mental health support ages 11-18
https://www.kooth.com/
kooth.com/urgent-support for a crisis service

Samaritans
116 123
jo@samaritans.org

Barnardos
Family support with lockdown and Covid 19 stresses
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/c19

Barnardos Boloh – Helpline and webchat for 11+ for Black, Asian and Ethnic Minority children and young
people
0800 1512605
https://helpline.barnardos.org.uk/

https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/mental-health-services/how-to-access-mental-health-services/
https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/4291/when-emotions-explode-poster.pdf
https://www.kooth.com/
mailto:jo@samaritans.org
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/c19
https://helpline.barnardos.org.uk/


Summer Holiday Safeguarding 

Shout – for anyone in crisis at anytime
Text 85258
Anna Freud Centre resources
For adoptive parents, special guardians and foster parents
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/adoptive-parents-special-guardians-and-foster-carers/

For parents and carers
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/resources/

Youth Wellbeing Directory – find the right service for your need by location, service name or keyword
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/youth-wellbeing/find-a-service-near-you/

Apps with self-help strategies reviewed by Anna Freud Centre, including self-harm reduction strategies
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/self-care/apps-delivering-self-help-strategies/

Safeguarding

Childline – online and on the phone
https://www.childline.org.uk/kids/
0800 1111

Report online abuse
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre

https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/adoptive-parents-special-guardians-and-foster-carers/
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/resources/
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/youth-wellbeing/find-a-service-near-you/
https://www.annafreud.org/on-my-mind/self-care/apps-delivering-self-help-strategies/
https://www.childline.org.uk/kids/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre

