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It has been an exciting week full of real success. England have beaten
Germany in tournament football, Andy Murray is on the march and our end of
year examinations have been completed successfully.

More negatively, it is clear that Covid infection rates in young people are on
the rise and we have had several pockets of pupils needing to self-isolate
following our rigorous track and trace procedures. It is essential that health
and safety guidelines are maintained. Pupils should not attend school if they
(or a member of the family) have symptoms. We await confirmed news on
September arrangements and whether our bubble system will remain in place,
but we continue to plan for the best-case scenario. The staff will be ready to
provide the education that our young people deserve.

I hope you enjoy our revamped newsletter this week which has new items
from specific members of staff, year group news and bulletins from
departments.

Have a great weekend.

Jody said ‘ I was really nervous at the start when they asked me to explain why I thought Francis
House deserved the money, however once I started talking, my passion for this charity just took
over and I convinced them that they deserved the money, I am delighted that I can add this to the
money we have already raised in the sixth form for this brilliant charity.

I was delighted to win the £500 for Francis House.’

Jody, one of our Year 13 students, has managed to successfully raise and additional £500 for Francis House
through her part-time work employment.

Jody works for TK Maxx in Sale and was given the opportunity to apply to win £500 towards her chosen charity,
following a rigorous interview process competing against other members of staff Jody successful won the £500
for Francis House.

Covid Results 
Please can we ask that any PCR Covid results received over the weekend are emailed to
our Covid email. aomcovid@aom.trafford.sch.uk

mailto:aomcovid@aom.trafford.sch.uk


Sixth Form News

The Big Raffle 

Last week was another great week at Ashton on Mersey for attendance. The Big Raffle took place last
Thursday and the following pupils were the lucky winners:

Please keep supporting our pupils in achieving 100% attendance. It is greatly appreciated by all the staff.

Year 13 Leavers Alton Towers Trip

Unfortunately, the departing Year 13 students could not have their ‘Prom’ as in previous years. However, in lieu
of this the Year 13 leavers went on a paid for trip to Alton Towers this week. The group had a great a time on all
the rides and it was wonderful to have the first major offsite trip take place as restrictions have begun to be
lifted.

Year 12 Work Shadowing Week

This year has proved to be particularly difficult for students to source opportunities with many organisations still
not allowing young people into their buildings. Despite this, 33 of our Year 12 students were able to complete a
week of valuable experience in workplaces across Manchester. Those students not able to source placements
were supported by a full timetable of lessons in the Sixth Form.

End The Year On A High
For Year 12 students, the challenge now is to end their first year in Sixth Form in the best position they can so
they start Year 13 with best possible chance of achieving the highest grades. They need to be making sure they
are completing all coursework to a high standard and meeting all deadlines.

Year 7 Joe West

Year 7 Beth Guscott

Year 8 Ruby Ghosh

Year 8 Thalia Adali-Pritchard

Year 9 Seth Briggs

Year 9 Amara Kames

Year 10 Isabelle Packman

Year 10 Lauren Morgan 



English News 

Pupils across all year groups have been working incredibly hard in lessons preparing for their end of year
examinations and pupils in Key Stage 3 have also been completing reading age tests using Accelerated Reader.
Pupils in Key Stage 3 can access Accelerated Reader from home using their unique login details and complete
quizzes on the books they have read. They can earn bronze, silver and gold badges which indicate the
approximate number of words they have read over the year. Reading for pleasure, as well as reading for
betterment, is something we very much try to instil in our pupils. Your support with their reading is very much
appreciated as we know it can sometimes be tricky to coax them away from other distractions!

Six books have been nominated by the English department that we have been heavily promoting with Year 8
and 9 pupils. The books have been selected due to their relevant subject matters, diverse central characters
and engaging narratives. The aim of this reading initiative is to encourage pupils to read texts from a varied
range of genres that will challenge them as readers. It will culminate in an event at the end of term at which
we announce the winning book, reward the pupils who took part and celebrate the joy of reading.

To celebrate the efforts and achievements being made by all pupils we have been sending home praise
postcards, so please keep your eyes peeled and join us in celebrating the fantastic work being completed by
your children.

@AoMLibrary #AshtonBookPrize

Some of the pupils from Year 9 taking part in the Ashton Book Prize with the books they are currently
reading.

Careers Week
Next week there will be a focus on careers in a number of lessons throughout the school. Pupils will be doing a
variety of tasks through subject areas that link to a variety of industries and jobs. The week is important for
pupils to gain an understanding of what direction different subjects can take them in and also support with
decisions on their next steps within education.

Examples of Career Sessions
Different Roles within Theatre
Roles within the Music Industry
Senior features writer
Different careers within Art, Craft and Design
Potential careers which use languages
Space Scientist
Step into the NHS Project
Different roles in the Environment Agency
Roles /Careers using History Qualifications
Becoming a Midwife



Maths News 

PE News

In Maths this week pupils across all year groups have completed their end of year examination, assessing all of
the knowledge that has been built this year in Maths. The pupils have worked extremely hard over the past four
weeks revising for these exams, both revising in lesson and also using online resources to support their
independent revision. In May and June, across all Key Stages, over 2,000 hours of revision videos on Mathswatch
have been watched, with over 40,000 practice questions attempted. Well done!

Next week is Careers Week in school and pupils will be having a career focussed lesson in all of their subjects.
Careers week gives us the opportunity to teach Maths in a real life context and show how Maths is used in the
workplace. In Key Stage 3 Maths lessons next week pupils will take on the role of a data analyst for Nasa –
tackling space science problems and Key Stage 4 pupils will investigate maths that they might need to use if they
were running their own business.

Handball:
If you have played Handball and it is something that you are interested in pursuing, please see the details below
about an exciting opportunity.

Trials for the North West Regional Academy are taking place on Saturday 10th July at George Carnall Sports
Centre, Urmston. There are 2 age groups - U15 Years 9 and 10 and U17 Years 11 and 12. If you would like to get
involved please express your intertest to Miss Holden (Pupil Sport Coordinator) at school, as pupils will be
required to complete an expression of interest form to be sent an invitation to attend.

Sports Awards:
The PE Department will be hosting an end of year Sports Awards Ceremony. We will be presenting a range of
awards and prizes for Years 7, 8 and 9 to pupils who have shone throughout the academic year 2020-2021.

Sports Day:
The PE department are pleased to announce that Sports Day will be taking place on Thursday 8th July with all
pupils encouraged to get involved in a range of Athletics events (both field and track). As has always been the
case the pupils will be representing their forms and every person who takes part will be gaining points for their
form in the hope of becoming interform champions for their year group.

Extra-curricular PE:
It has been another busy week for the pupils and staff in the PE Department.
The Year 8 tennis coaching programme was due to finish this week, however
we are now extending this until the end of term. If you have been involved in
the tennis programme over the past couple of months, this will now be
extended to allow you to bring a plus one to the club, where you can bring a
friend, so please bring a friend and the PE team will see you on Monday 5th

July at 7:30am. Breakfast will be provided to all of those involved and this will
run on 5th, 12th and 19th July. The Year 7’s are now on week 3 of 5 of their
tennis coaching programme and commitment is still excellent! Well done to all
involved. The extra-curricular PE clubs will run for another two weeks so make
sure you come along and enjoy the summer sports before we return back to
the winter sports in September.



Year 7 News

As we approach the end of Half Term 6, we are extremely proud of the
conduct, attitude and work ethic of Year 7 pupils. It has certainly been a
challenging year for our young pupils for many reasons, but they have dealt
with obstacles faced effortlessly. We are so proud of their resilient attitude
and mentality. Pupils will continue to have the same form tutor in Year 8 and
Miss Roberts will continue to lead the year group as Head of Year 8.
Miss Roberts (Head of Year 7),
Dr Fox (Assistant Headteacher, Director of Transition and SEND)

Who to contact? 

Please contact your child’s form 
tutor for any issues in the first 

instance.

Bronze and Silver Attendance Badges

With only 3 weeks left of the academic year, our pupils have
been working hard on achieving their bronze badge for 100%
attendance and their silver badges for 100% attendance. We
have a significant number of pupils still on 100% attendance for
the full year. Well done Year 7, keep up the hard work.

Attendance

Attendance plays a fundamental
role in your child’s success at
school. Every day counts!

Last week we celebrated the
successes of 7CLM – our most
improved form for attendance and
our form league champions 7MAP.
Both forms enjoyed a delicious
breakfast. Congratulations to both
forms.

Form league has resumed again for
the final competition this half term.
We look forward to crowning our
form league winner during Half
Term 6. Updated league table
below:

Community Spirit

Each Friday our Year 7 pupils
participate in a community
tidy up in a bid to keep our
community clean and litter
free. Well done to all pupils
for involved. The litter pick is
very well received by our
community and creates a
great team spirit. Well
done!!

General Reminders

Pupils must bring their
planner, pencil case and
reading book to school every
day.

Pupils must be reading 3
times a week for 30-minute
sessions.

Pupils must get their planners
signed each week.

All pupils must wear a grey
lanyard to school. These are
available to be purchased for
£1.

Zone changes

We our thrilled with how our young pupils have adapted to
school life in their new zones. It is so fulfilling to see the pupils
enjoying their new space, with picnics on the field and sports
games resuming at lunch.

Exams

Year 7 pupils will complete their exams on Friday 2nd July. All
resources in preparation for these tests have been sent out via
Show My Homework.



End of Year Exams

It has been a busy two weeks at Ashton on Mersey with pupils sitting end of year exams in most subjects. Pupils
have worked hard in their studies this year. The end of year exams are an opportunity for pupils to
demonstrate how much progress they have made in their learning and to help teachers and pupils identify any
areas for improvement to focus on next year.

Whilst it is normal to feel some anxiety when sitting exams and entering the sports hall with the desks set up
can be daunting for some, pupils have approached these assessments with maturity, have shown that they are
well prepared and have conducted themselves in an exemplary manner.

Teachers will be busy marking the exams over the next few weeks, with results informing the grade on the end
of year report which will be sent home before summer.

Hello to all parents and carers my name is Mr Kavanagh, Deputy Headteacher. I
have worked at 4 very different secondary schools across the North-West and at
Ashton on Mersey for 8 years. I think it is a wonderful school. My main areas of
responsibility and interest are teaching and learning, the curriculum and most
recently ‘home learning’. I also teach Geography and History. I am very proud of
the curriculum we offer every single pupil at Ashton on Mersey. Our vision and
rationale is that every pupil can be the best that they can be. We are ambitious
that this is a curriculum for all regardless of background, ability and interest. As
a result, we have a vision that all pupils can access a full range of subjects
including: English, mathematics, sciences, languages, humanities and a wide
range of creative, vocational and applied subjects. This year 69% of pupils
followed the ambitious EBacc pathway. As a result, what each young person
studies and how they access it is vitally important. Great care and attention has
been put into how the curriculum is constructed.

Senior Leadership Team – Mr Kavanagh 

The curriculum is delivered by a very skilled team of subject specialist teachers. I am privileged to work with
them. Our teaching philosophy matches that of the curriculum: ambition. Every lesson starts with a learning
question and a challenge question to raise expectations. Knowledge is the fundamental aspect of learning and
this is supported by a range of retrieval, scaffolded and modelled activities. Every pupil is expected to master
new knowledge and then apply it to a range of different scenarios. In addition, lessons are differentiated to
ability level and encourage pupils to think about and take responsibility for their own learning by using
metacognition strategies to think aloud, problem solve and apply understanding. We use up to date research in
teaching methods to inform our practice. In recent years this has encompassed cognitive load, principles of
instruction and metacognition to name a few. If you are interested, have a look online for these approaches to
gain more of an insight in to how lessons at Ashton on Mersey are planned. As a result, teaching quality at the
school is high and as a result we have achieved year on year improvement in exam results.

Every subject has key knowledge and skills that we strive for every pupil to acquire by the end of each year and
by the time they leave us in Year 11 or Year 13. Knowledge is fundamental to this and this has been sequenced
so each pupil builds learning cumulatively. Have a look on the school website for detailed curriculum plans for
every subject in every year group.



Stars of the week 

Year 7 Emily Wright For her outstanding exam results in Technology. Miss 
Fisher

Year 8 Chloe Ferris For her excellent work ethic in MFL. Mrs Esgaio Barros

Year 8 Carys Gibson For her excellent quality of work in MFL. Mrs Esgaio 
Barros

Year 8 Amy York For her hard work and effort in MFL. Mrs Esgaio Barros 

Year 10 Maddie Wilde For her excellent quality of work in Art and Design. 
Miss Cockayne

Year 10 George Horrocks For his outstanding exam results in Sociology. Mrs 
Rutley 

Year 10 Cory Roach For his excellent work ethic in lesson. Miss Lloyd


