
9th July 2021

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

Covid Results 
Please can we ask that any PCR Covid results received over the weekend are emailed to
our Covid email. aomcovid@aom.trafford.sch.uk

Long awaited news arrived this week. If the nation continues on its current
path to Step 4, the Government has declared that schools and their entire
pupil and staff body will be able to come together once more. The Ashton on
Mersey community will return in September as one. See the updated guidance
below:

• At Step 4, and after the end of the summer term, it will no longer be
necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’) in schools. This
means bubbles will not need to be used for any summer provision or in
schools from the autumn term.

• Schools and settings will only need to do contact tracing up to 18th July
2021. From 19th July 2021 (Step 4), close contacts will be identified via NHS
Test and Trace.

• From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer
be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a
close contact of a positive COVID-19 case.

• From step 4, face coverings will no longer be advised for pupils, students,
staff and visitors either in classrooms or in communal areas. From Step 4,
face coverings are also no longer recommended to be worn on dedicated
transport to school or college.

We will also be re-implementing the asymptomatic testing on our start to the new term in line with
additional Government expectations as outlined below:

• As pupils will potentially mix with lots of other people during the summer holidays, all secondary school
pupils and students should receive two on-site lateral flow device tests, 3-5 days apart, on their return in
September. Pupils should then continue to test twice weekly at home until the end of September, when
this will be reviewed.

We will write to parents and carers in due course to give direction on our plans to stagger pupils on arrival
in September.

mailto:aomcovid@aom.trafford.sch.uk


Senior Leadership Team – Mrs Mottram 

Over the summer break there are a number of different workshops arranged by Trafford Sunrise open to all
parents of children aged between 5-12 years and also 10-16 years of age. Workshops cover a variety of topics
including Anxiety and Wellbeing, Self-Harm and Behaviour difficulties.

Please see the links below for more information of the workshops available.

Hello my name is Mrs Mottram and I am the Pastoral Deputy Headteacher. I have
been a teacher at Ashton for 25 years. My main responsibilities are attendance,
behaviour and pupil welfare and I also teach Food Technology.

I work very closely everyday with an amazing pastoral team to ensure all pupils are
supported fully with their various needs. We have developed our pastoral team over
the last couple of years to include more support with emotional well-being and
mental health. We are pleased that we are able to have one counsellor from TLC,
(Talk, Listen and Care) and two from 42nd Street working on site again next year to
offer professional support for our pupils when they need it most. Can I take this
opportunity to remind you that all young adults in Trafford are able to access free
support from the NHS recommended Kooth any day of the week. They offer a range
of different types of support including online counselling and various forums.

Behaviour Difficulties 

BullyingParental Separation

Behaviour Difficulties (2)

Changing School Managing Change

Anxiety

Communicating with Teenagers Anxiety and Wellbeing Self Harm

The third draw took place last Friday and the following pupils were lucky winners of vouchers, a big 
congratulations goes to them.

We now have two draws remaining and wish to thank all parents and carers for their support. Attendance has 
been excellent.

Please keep up the big push for 100% with no lates!

Year 7 Jahsim Mustafa

Year 7 Matilda Hammond

Year 8 Alex Pogson

Year 8 Emilia Southward

Year 9 Eve Phillips

Year 9 Connor Wilson

Year 10 Max O’Brien

Year 10 Ryan Pugh

The Big Raffle 

../02.07.2021/Workshops/5-12 Behavioural Difficulties (1).pdf
../02.07.2021/Workshops/5-12 Bullying.pdf
../02.07.2021/Workshops/5-12 Parental Separation.pdf
../02.07.2021/Workshops/5-12 Behavioural Difficulties.pdf
../02.07.2021/Workshops/5-12 Changing Schools.pdf
../02.07.2021/Workshops/10-16 Managing Change.pdf
../02.07.2021/Workshops/10-16 Anxiety.pdf
../02.07.2021/Workshops/10-16 Communicating with Teenagers.pdf
../02.07.2021/Workshops/Anxiety and Wellbeing workshop.pdf
../02.07.2021/Workshops/Self Harm workshop.pdf


MFL News 

Pupil Premium 

This week at Ashton has been ‘Careers Week’ and in MFL, all pupils have been taught a lesson on the
importance of learning languages and how having a knowledge of one or more different languages can help
people to get ahead in their careers and life in general. Pupils have been completing independent research
tasks and finding out how language learning has helped people to progress in many different industries,
including sport, journalism, the armed forces, law, performing arts and the gaming industry, to name but a
few. Also, pupils in Years 7 to 10 completed their end of year exams last week and this week they have been
completing a lot of MAD (Make A Difference) improvement work on their assessments. The pupils have
worked really hard to prepare for these exams and many of them have used online learning platforms like
Memrise, Quizzlet and Blooket to help them to revise. Pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 completed three Spanish
exams each (listening, reading and writing). Pupils in Year 10 are also sitting their first mock speaking exam.
We have been really impressed with the high levels of resilience shown by our pupils this year and we are also
extremely proud of them for the way in which they have overcome the challenges that they have faced not
just in their language learning, but in their every day lives as well.

Mr Loynd, Head of MFL

Pupil Premium funding is additional funding for schools in England to raise the attainment of disadvantaged
pupils and close the gap between them and their peers. It is for children who are currently eligible for free
school meals or those who have been registered as eligible for free school meals at any point in the last 6
years, children in local authority care, children adopted from local authority care and children whose parents
are serving in the Armed Forces.

If your child is entitled to pupil premium and needs any uniform and/or PE kit for the upcoming 2021/22
school year, please contact Mrs Grove either by phone or email by Friday 16th July 2021 on 0161 973 1179
ext *2231 or office@aom.trafford.sch.uk. This will help us process all the orders before school closes for the
summer holidays.

mailto:office@aom.trafford.sch.uk


KS3 Online Art Club

Inspired by Grayson Perry`s Art Club television series and coupled with the fact Manchester Art Gallery was
chosen to be the host venue to exhibit and celebrate the diversity of Grayson Perry`s Art Clubs winners;
Ashton on Mersey School decided to launch its very our own Key Stage 3 Art Club Competition. Key Stage 3
pupils were challenged and encouraged to create a piece of Art work in any media or form based on the
theme of positivity and happiness during Lockdown. In addition, they were asked to write an explanation to
communicate the meaning, symbolism, ideas and thought process behind their creative masterpieces.

The Art Faculty and three judges Mr Kavanagh, Mr Forster and Mrs Mullen were overwhelmed with the
volume, variety, creativity and flair of the KS3 Art entries, including their literacy skills. All the Year 7, 8 and 9
entries were very emotive, skilful, extremely positive and inspirational. Well done everyone who took part
we are immensely proud of you all. A massive thank you to our judges too!

Collectively, you are all winners, however, after a lot of deliberation, the winners for first place in each year
group are…

Year 7 - Aaron Holliday. ‘Kingfisher.’

The judges wrote: `I just love the free style lines and simplicity of this. This bird makes me smile. He has such
personality and I could easily see it on my wall in a frame. He is memorable. I love the colour and confident
style.`

Aaron Holliday - ‘Kingfisher.’

Kingfishers are rarely seen and it is a reminder that little things should not be taken for granted.
I drew this to capture the texture of the wings. Kingfishers are bright complementary colours. One day I saw
a kingfisher during Lockdown and it brightened up my day.

Special mention also goes to the following Year 7 pupils:

Lililian Horach, Oliver Whitfield, Leah Graham, Vito Ferndez-Arias, Yasmin Khidler, Oliver Whitfield, Lilian
Howarth. Yu Xuan Qui and Alexis Morley for creative and personal art work.



KS3 Online Art Club

Year 8 - Riana Kanina – Koi pond
The judges wrote;` I like the description to go with this and the fact it was completed over a number of days 
with a number of canvas. I like the confidence that this displayed! I liked Riana Kanina and her triptych of Koi 
Carp.

Riana Kanina - Koi Carp Triptich

I painted 3 koi Carp fish with pastels and watercolours. In lock down, when everyone was feeling sort of
anxious, I always used to go at the pond, put on my Air Pods and watch the koi Carp swim freely and calmly.
I made this in three days.

A special mention also goes to the following Year 8 pupils:
Chloe Flannagan, Aayish Ali, Ava Ireson, Dylan Miller, Isabelle Parkes, Erin Meacock and Beatriz Vascemelos.

Year 9 - Molly Rothwell – Siblings 
`I was really touched by the explanation of the portrait of her brother. It shows that out of any situation, no
matter how bleak, there is always love and hope. I loved the composition and idea behind it too!`

Molly Rothwell – Siblings

This piece of mixed media Art is inspired by my brother Malachi. Throughout Lock down we have become
closer as siblings. If I did not have my brother during lock down I would have been very lonely I think. I cannot
imagine not having him. I have drawn my brother in colour pencil and biro listening to music and drawing,
two things we both love, and I have drawn flowers as Malachi is full of life, just like a flower. I have recycled
newspapers to create a wall/brick effect and biro mark-making for the flowers.

A special mention also goes to the following Year 9 pupils:
Amber Proud, Frazer Goodwin, Adam Jones, Carla Khajeh, Cerys Newell, Abigail Turner, Moyet Kirby, Leena
Amhed’s., Marcus Alex, Rebecca Wilkinson, Carla Khajeh, Alex Rush and Kkinzi Kisekka.

Mrs Livsey, Head of Art, Craft and Design



Science News

The Science faculty are working extremely hard to give your children the very best experience in
examination preparation and review of their completed papers. We spend significant improvement time to
ensure areas that were weaker on the recent end of year assessments will be stronger next year.

We can see the confidence building and exam technique developing in your children as they realise that
actually they are capable of answering a whole range of questions that on first sight look very challenging.

It has been an unusual year without science practicals. Next year, we look to reintroducing the practical
science that your children and our teaching strive upon and better prepares them for the world of work
and a wide range of future careers.

With the relentless focus on building resilience, independence and confidence in our pupils we know that
next year we shall all rise as a Science faculty and school community and move forward to a very successful
year not just in terms of improving academic achievement, but in the enjoyment of their learning and
individual successes that we know are waiting for them.

Mr Hughes, Head of Science



Year 8 News

Who to contact? 

Please contact your child’s form tutor 
for any issues in the first instance.

I want to say well done to all the pupils in Year 8. They have shown
real resilience this year and I am very proud of them. From home
learning, to wearing masks in school and to success in their end of
year assessments, they have astounded me. Most pupils will continue
to have the same form tutor in Year 9 and I will continue to lead the
year group as Head of Year 9. Mrs Warburton will also be staying with
the year group.
Mr Carey (Head of Year 8)
Mrs Warburton (Pupil Support Manager)

Mr Carey, Head of Year 8 Mrs Warburton, Pupil Support 
Manager

Attendance

Attendance plays a fundamental role

in your child’s success at school. Every

day counts!

We have been running a modified

game of Monopoly called

AoMonopoly! This is a weekly game

that rewards the pupils with

breakfast, pizza lunches and vouchers

all based on their attendance.

Community Spirit 

General Reminders

In preparation for our return in 

September please remember:

The pupils require a pencil case and 

planner every day

Our high uniform standard

No trainer style shoes

Refer to the school planner in regards 

to haircuts, make up and jewellery 

Ryan, Leo, Max and Karo in Year
8 showed tremendous kindness
and common sense by helping a
man in need by the canal. They
recognised the man was
vulnerable and in need so they
supported him until the police
arrived. A member of the public
informed school, so we treated
them to a pizza lunch.

Noah played in the UK Hockey
Championships for the North-West
and his team won the tournament and
Noah has been selected for the UK
Lions team.

Ali has secured a trial for the UK
Lions…..good luck Ali and well done to
both boys on their sporting success.

Sports Day

Ashton on Mersey held Sports day on the 8th July and we have 

some promising talent in Year 8! Due to lockdown this was Year 

8’s first ever AoM Sports day and they smashed it!



Careers Week

Every young person should be provided with the best possible opportunities to transition successfully from
school to further education, training or employment. Career education assists pupils to reflect on their
ambitions, interests, strengths and abilities. It helps them to have a greater understanding about career options,
pathways, the labour market and employment, and to relate this to what they know about themselves.

The AoM Careers Week supported the current careers program by providing pupils with information about the
labour market and gave insights into what type of jobs you can access through different subjects. Some
examples of activities can be seen below:

Mr Stead and the Maths team used NASA as an example 
of how maths can be used for jobs such as a Data 
Analyst.

Lumbani in Year 10, was discussing with Mr
Hastewell and the class how History can take
you into Journalism.

Year 8 participated in activities about what 
careers you could do through Geography. 
Volcanologist seemed to be a favourite 
with the class!



Careers Week

Pupils in Year 9 English have been learning about journalism and how to use
the Teeline shorthand alphabet. Can anyone guess what one of our Year 9
pupil has written? Ask Mrs Dunleavy for the answer! Also, pupils in Year 7
have been teaching this week! They have created activities based on “The
Hunger Games” and presented them to the class.
Impressive focus on skills in their lesson ideas!

Pupils across Key stage 3 in Computers Science had a drop-in session with Aaron Saxton as part of careers
week. Mr Saxton was a former Head of IT at AoM and is now an IT digital transformation consultant
working with a variety of organisations to develop their IT infrastructure. During the session, Mr Saxton
talked about the IT sector and his job role and looking at his latest project with the TripleC (which is a
community interest company with a mission to drive up the role of the disabled people in the arts & media
https://triplec.org.uk/). The session involved pupils reviewing the website and advising how the
accessibility feature could be improved for a range of disabilities and presenting their work to the class and
Mr Saxton.

https://triplec.org.uk/


Year 12 Health and Careers Event
This week we held our annual three-day Health and Careers Convention for the Year 12 students.

On Monday the students were given the opportunity to attend an open day at Edge Hill University. The event
gave the students an insight into university life, the application process, accommodation options and student
finance. They also attended workshops giving them top tips on how to promote themselves through a
personal statement, which is an important part of all application processes, whether the student decides to
follow the apprenticeship, employment or university pathway.

Tuesday was back in Sixth Form where each student attended workshops on health eating, gap year
opportunities with Outwood Bound and drink and drug awareness. Many of the students really enjoyed the
healthy eating session making stir-fry as for some this was a first for cooking.
Cancer Teenage Trust also attended to educate the students on the importance of being cancer aware.
Considering the nature of the topic the presentation was enlightening and light-hearted which engaged the
students and many commented on how valuable they felt the session had been.

On the final day of the event all the students enjoyed a team building day where they all participated in a
number of group and team challenges. There were some interesting approaches to each of the challenges
along with some brilliant team work. It was a hot and long day but the students took on every challenge
thoroughly enjoyed the day.

As the students come towards the end of their time in Year 12, it is rewarding to see how they have
embraced the ethos of the sixth form and have presented themselves over the three days as mature and
responsible young adults.



Transition 
It has yet again been another turbulent year for one of the most important times for pupils in Year 6 who are
preparing for the transition to secondary school. As with the previous year we have unfortunately been unable
to host our transition events in school. This has however, not perturbed us from meeting the vast majority of
our incoming pupils. Mr Holbrook, Mrs Baylis and myself have help a large number of online meetings with
pupils to enable us to provide some information for pupils and answer any questions that they have about
secondary school. Miss Mercer, who will be head of Year 7 for our new cohort has also been hard at work
preparing pupil transition booklets and videos from the Year 7 Form Tutors that will be available to read and
watch on the school’s transition page that can be found on the school website. Transition videos from key
members of the school leadership team and a parental booklet will also be available in the school website in
due course. A large number of Year 6 pupils, 160, have signed up for this year’s Summer ‘Refresher’ school
which takes place week commencing 23rd August. This aims to be an exciting week with a mixture of academic,
teambuilding and mindfulness activities. Miss Mercer and myself look forward to meeting all of Year 6 pupils
when they start at Ashton on Mersey school, on Tuesday 7th September. In the meantime, we wish you all a
restful summer holiday spending time with your families and having some well-deserved fun.

Dr Fox 
Assistant Headteacher SEND and Transition 

Miss Mercer
Head of Year 7 

Summer School

Ashton on Mersey School will be open for the entire Summer
holiday this year as we will be running a Summer school for
each year group. This is called ‘Reconnect Summer School’; it
is aimed at catch up in subjects such as English, Maths and
Sciences as well as opportunities in PE, cooking, photography,
team building and a day out hiking in Wales. Year 6, 7 and 8
Summer School’s are now full however, we still have limited
places available for Year 9 and Year 10. If you are interested in
your son or daughter attending a Summer School please
respond to one of the links sent via email. If you are a Year 7
or Year 8 parent who missed out on the limited places, please
contact the office to be placed on a reserve list.



Stars of the week 

Year 8 Dylan Miller Excellent reading aloud skills in English! Always happy 
and positive. Miss Hagan 

Year 8 Max Byrne Excellent skills shown in programming Edison bot in ICT. 
Ms Rashid 

Year 9 Imogen Russell Excellent quality of work in PE. Ms Walker

Year 9 Tristan Young Outstanding exam results in MFL. Mrs Esgaio Barros 

Year 10 Ava Fitzpatrick Excellent exam results in mock GCSE Dance theory. Ms 
Walker

Year 10 Daniel Rawden Outstanding exam results in Humanities. Mr Loftus

Year 10 Damien Lewis Outstanding exam results in Humanities. Mr Loftus 

Year 10 Nick Ollerenshaw Excellent preparation for upcoming speaking and 
listening assessment in English. Miss Hagan 

Year 10 Freddy Whistance Outstanding exam results in Humanities. Mr Loftus 

Year 10 Serena Liu Outstanding exam results in MFL. Mrs Esgaio Barros 


