
24th September 2021

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

In the run up to our annual Open Evening next Thursday (5pm – 8pm), staff
and pupils have been excitedly preparing classrooms and activities for
visitors to enjoy.

The evening will comprise of a short presentation by myself, Mr Shakos
(Executive Headteacher) and our Head Boy and Girl at 5:30pm which will be
repeated at 6:30pm and 7:30pm. Beyond this, the evening will give the
opportunity for all prospective parents and pupils to see what life at Ashton
on Mersey is like, with interactive displays in each every subject area
supported by our current pupils. It has been a long time since we have
opened our doors for such an evening and I look forward to meeting you and
celebrating our school. If you do plan to join us may I encourage you to wear
a face mask due to the popularity of this event.

Can I remind current pupils school will close on Thursday at 2:10pm to
enable preparation for the evening.

School Photo Day 

Parents/Carers please be aware that school photo day for Year’s 7, 9 and 11 will be Wednesday 29th

September 2021.



Assistant Headteacher – Dr Fox

Hi, I’m Dr Fox and my primary role at Ashton on Mersey school is Assistant
Headteacher with responsibilities for SEND, Transition and Community. Along side
this role I have a passion for and teaching science. Over the 15 years that I have
been at Ashton on Mersey school I have held numerous positions including; Gifted
and talented co-ordinator, Head of Year and Director of Transition. I am lucky to
have many amazing teams that help support our pupils as they progress through the
school.

Within the SEND department, Mrs Hunter and Mr Hurst, our SEND managers and all
of our Teaching Assistants have an excellent wealth of knowledge that is utilised on
a daily basis to allow our pupils with SEN access not just the school community but
our varied curriculum too. The support of pupils with SEN is one of the key areas of
strength at Ashton on Mersey school that is a truly inclusive environment for all our
pupils. The SEND team also help to support our other vulnerable pupils in school,
again providing them with the opportunities to access all that our school has to offer
and ensure that together, we will be the best we can be.

I have a real passion to support our pupil’s wellbeing and help support Mrs
Doleman’s newly established Wellbeing Pod, where they are investigating ways to
help improve resources in school for our pupil’s wellbeing alongside helping our
pupils become more compassionate and resilient. The first project from the
Wellbeing pod is Mr Loftus’ Year 11 mentoring group, which you can read about in
this newsletter.

I also have the privilege every year for leading the transition of our pupils from
primary school to Ashton on Mersey. Although, over the past two years the
transition process has been disrupted by the COVID pandemic, I have still been able
to virtually meet all of our pupils before they start at Ashton on Mersey school. The
transition of pupils is key to enable all pupils to make the best start possible to their
time as Ashton on Mersey school. Year 7 are led by Miss Mercer who although new
to the role of Head of Year 7, has made an great start and the pupils have already
endeared themselves to her.

Community is a new area of the school that I have taken responsibility for. Over the
forthcoming year we will be looking at how we can make Ashton on Mersey school
more inclusive in our local community so keep watching for some exciting future
events for pupils, parents and people in our community.

Mentoring 

Year 11 are pleased to announce that new and improved mentoring scheme
which has started this week for all KS3 pupils. All prefects in Year 11 have taken
part in training by a Psychologist and therapist who came into Ashton on Mersey
at the end of last term and went through how to be an empathic listener, how to
coach and lots of different ideas on how to talk to pupils who are younger than
themselves. The room is open every lunch time and is run by a senior prefect with
a team of 3 other prefects. It is an open door policy and is there for any pupil in
KS3 that needs help, advice or just a conversation. Ultimately prefects just want
to make life better for all pupils and to pass on some of their wisdom after already
being at Ashton for four years.



Intervention 

At Ashton on Mersey School we are committed to meeting the needs of all pupils to ensure that they make the
best possible progress. As part of this commitment, in addition to the timetabled curriculum, we run an
intervention programme across all Key Stages, and invite selected pupils to attend intervention sessions where
they will receive support on a more one to one/small group basis.

Our intervention programme is now fully up and running for this year, with intervention sessions now happening
both during the school day and after school. Pupils selected for intervention this half term have made an
enthusiastic start to their sessions, and are fully embracing the opportunity to focus on the areas which will have
the maximum impact on their progress.

Saturday 25th September also sees the start of our third cohort of pupils accessing Saturday catch-up tuition as
part of the National Tutoring Programme. Invited pupils will be working with tutors, for one hour every Saturday
morning, from now until the end of the Autumn Term focussing on one of the core subjects of English, Maths or
Science.

Satchel One 
Our Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is called Satchel One. All pupils and parents have free access to the
Satchel One platform and smartphone app. All pupils can access Satchel One using their AOM username and
password by clicking ‘sign in with Google’ on the Satchel homepage. Parents should have received a user PIN to
allow them to register an email and password – this was handed to pupils in form time and is stuck in the pupil
planner. Any parent who does not have access or has not received login details should contact the school admin
team for help.

Satchel is the way all of our teachers set homework, provide revision materials, links to recorded lessons and
important notices and messages. The calendar and work stream allow easy access to resources and are a great
way for pupils to organise their independent work. Pupils can also see their timetables and keep track of school
events.

Year 7s are just getting to grips with the platform and have been taking part in a series of riddle challenges with
prizes to encourage the use and navigation of the features of Satchel. The first 2 riddles were:

‘How far can a dog run into the woods?’

‘Why can’t a woman who lives in York be buried West of the River Trent?’

Do you know the answers?

TOP TIP: Click the lifesaver icon at the bottom of the dashboard page for links to help sheets and video walk
throughs



English 
Pupils in Year 7 had fun in their English lessons last week, particularly when we
celebrated Roald Dahl day on Monday 13th September. Pupils had to warm up the
creative side of their brains and complete a variety of activities to develop their
descriptive writing skills, eventually leading to them describing the Fleshlumpeater!
If you have a child in Key Stage 3 who enjoys creative writing, or perhaps they want
to try something new, then you will be pleased to know that starting this week on
Thursday 23rd September until the end of this half term is our brand new afterschool
club – Plot Twists! Our fantastic teacher Miss Lockwood will be leading the club and
it will run until 4pm and be in room 47.

As well as writing for pleasure, we are keen to promote reading for pleasure across
Key Stages 3 and 4 and this is why we are happy to announce that for the first time
in 18 months our library is back open! Pupils in Key Stage 3 have a reading lesson
each week as part of their English lesson time. Every second week pupils go into the
library and have the opportunity to meet with our librarian, Miss Lyons, to discuss
books and to be pointed in the direction of titles which may appeal to their interests.
Miss Lyons is starting to carry out library inductions with Key Stage 3 classes from
this week so that pupils begin to become familiar with our online library AccessIT and
Accelerated Reader (AR). We use AR for pupils to complete reading age tests each
term and book quizzes based on the books they have been busy reading. During their
library induction your child will acquire their usernames and passwords for these two
programmes.

Parents of pupils in Years 10 and 11, we need your support! We have subscribed to a
free two week trial of MASSOLIT which can be found via https://www.massolit.io/
The user name for all pupils is massolit@aom.trafford.sch.uk and the password for
all pupils is september21freetrial. When pupils login they will be able to search
under English Literature and have access to short lectures from university lecturers
about the GCSE English Literature set texts. All pupils in Year 10 and 11 will be
completing an assessment on Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ in the next couple of weeks
and this website is an excellent resource to use for independent revision. Please
encourage your child to login to the website and view one of the videos. They are
suitable for pupils in Key Stage 4 and they will really help them. If pupils make use of
it now it will help the department make a decision as to whether we pay for a yearly
subscription.

Year 10 Welcome Evening  
Thanks to all parents and carers for attending the Year 10 Welcome Evening. It was fantastic to have parents back
on site and a great opportunity for us to share information and answer any questions about the year ahead. The
key focus of the evening was:

• To outline the process of work experience.
• To ensure all are fully aware of timelines / key dates and expectations of us as a school, of you as parents and

carers, and of your child.
• Information on standards and expectations.
• To give key information about English, Maths and Science.

If you were unable to attend the evening, the presentation was sent via email to all parents.

Our next event in KS4 is the Year 11 Welcome Evening that will take place on Thursday 7th September at 6pm, a
letter will be sent soon with information about this evening.

https://www.massolit.io/
mailto:massolit@aom.trafford.sch.uk


Year 8 Newsletter 

Miss Roberts, Head of Year 8 Mr Evans, Pupil Support Manager 

A very warm welcome, it has been a real delight seeing Year 8
settle into a much larger school environment after the collapse of
the zones this academic year. They continued to build on the
strong foundations set out in Year 7. I am very proud of their
attitude to work, their determination and commitment to
learning.

Miss Roberts (Head of Year 8)

Planners and equipment notices

• The planner must be signed
each week by a parent or
guardian as well as the pupil

• Your child must be reading
for at least 3 intervals each
week for 30 minutes. Once
they have completed this
allocated reading time, the
planner must be signed to
recognise completion of this
activity.

• Pupils to continue to arrive
before 8:30am on the
playground.

• Pupils to continue to bring
their planner, pencil case
and reading to school each
day.

• Pupils will receive a spelling
test each Monday during
form time.

• If planners are not signed,
pupils will stay on Tuesday
night after school for 30
minutes.

Who to contact?

Please contact your child’s form 

tutor for any issues in the first 

instance.

Wispa Wednesday!

Each Wednesday a class is visited and a pupil is nominated by their 

class teacher for OUTSTANDING behaviour and a Wispa is awarded. 

There will be a Wispa raffle at Christmas in which all of the Wispa 

Winners will be entered into a Christmas draw.

Bronze, Silver and Gold Attendance Badges

We are continuing with attendance badges this year. Pupils who have 

yet to receive a bronze or silver badge can do so this term. The pupils 

must be in every day from September to December to receive this 

badge.

If pupils are going for Gold, they must attend school every day all 

year. Gold badges will be issued at the end of this academic year for 

100% if Silver and Bronze have already been achieved.

Attendance

Attendance plays a

fundamental role in your

child’s success at school.

Every day counts!

Form league has resumed

again for the final

competition this half term.

We look forward to crowning

our form league winner at

the end of the Half Term.

Updated league table below:

Well done to 8ELL who have

made a tremendous start.



Star of the week  

Jeron Cofie, Year 7 – Outstanding performance for the 7B team for the last 2 weeks. Polite and happy to play
in any position on the pitch for the benefit of the team and coach. Made a great impression so far. Mr Doody

Evelyn Wolferstan, Year 9 – For excellent quality of work. Miss Cockayne

Sophie Jones, Year 9 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in lessons. Miss Lloyd

Isabella Buckles Davies, Year 9 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in lessons. Miss Lloyd

Daisy Pemberton, Year 10 – Excellent quality of work in Art and Design. Miss Cockayne

Isabelle Legerton, Year 10 – Positive attitude to learning in Business Studies. Mr Pryce

Jean-Paul Machunda, Year 10 – Hard work and effort in PE. Miss Holden

Genevieve Coombe, Year 11 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in Maths. Mrs Crowder

Grace Chandramani, Year 11 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in Maths. Mrs Crowder

Joshua Morris, Year 11 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in lessons. Miss Lloyd

Maddison McCurdy, Year 11 – Hard work and effort in PE. Mr Holbrook

Megan Cherry, Year 11 – Outstanding homework in English. Miss Shaw

Sophie Keelan, Year 11 – Outstanding homework in English. Miss Shaw

PE Extra-curricular  
This week the PE Department launched the full extra-curricular programme with the exception of the fitness suite
which will be in use once pupils have completed their gym induction in PE lessons. Ashton on Mersey has seen
success in netball and football fixtures this week.

Netball
Year 9A team who won all three of their games at the seeding night. They beat Stretford Grammar School 7-0,
ACA 8-0 and St Anthony’s 11-0.

A huge well done to the netball Year 10A team who competed well in both of their games but unfortunately
missed out on the win. We look forward to seeing more of them this season.

Football
Year 8A boys won against Turton School in the Greater Manchester cup 5-3.
Year 7B boys won against ACA 6-2.
Year 9 boys won against Wellington 5-2.
Year 8B boys drew against ACA 1-1.

There are number of fixtures next week. Pupils will need to keep checking the PE Sports reception to see if they
have been selected. Pupils will also need to make sure that they have a note in their planner with permission to
attend the fixture.

A reminder that the stamp collection has started for the rewards programme, the top 25 attenders in Years 7, 8
and 9 will win a free place to Total Ninja in December.


