
10th September 2021

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

I hope this finds you all well and that you all have had a restful and enjoyable
Summer break. It is with great pleasure that I write the foreword to the new
academic year and for the first Newsletter. We have had a successful first
week with all pupils back on site and in lessons. School continues to adapt and
grow. Please look out for updates on new facilities in the Assembly Hall,
Drama and a completely refurbished dining hall. These facilities will benefit all
our pupils.

As is customary for the last 18 months, I must reference ongoing mitigation
for coronavirus. It is nice to have dispensed with bubbles and zones; the
compulsory wearing of face masks and the need to track and trace in
classrooms has also come to an end. Classrooms have been cleaned and
checked for ventilation and we will continue to monitor air flow and safety
throughout the year. Please see our school Risk Assessment,
https://www.aomschool.co.uk/coronavirus-information-updates-for-parents-
carers/ for more information. We will also continue to support pupils who
have to self-isolate with a home learning package delivered through our VLE,
Satchel One so that no pupil falls behind.

The start of every school year is always a chance to clear the decks and start
afresh. As the American author Jack Cornfield writes ‘No matter how hard the
past is, you can always begin again’. September 2021 seems that this annual
opportunity is more special than ever.

Key School Dates 
• Year 10 Welcome Evening – Thursday 16th September
• Year 7, 9 and 11 Photo Day – Wednesday 29th September
• Open Evening – Thursday 30th September   
• Year 11 Welcome Evening – Thursday 7th October
• Year 7 & 12 Welcome Evening – Thursday 14th October
• Presentation Evening – Thursday 21st October
• Sixth Form Open Evening – Thursday 18th November 
• Year 10 Parents Evening – Thursday 9th December 
• Sixth Form Presentation Evening – Thursday 16th December
• Year 11 Parent Evening – Thursday 20th January 
• Year 12 & 13 Parents Evening – Thursday 3rd February 
• Year 9 Options & Parents Evening – Thursday 10th February 
• Year 8 Parents Evening – Thursday 3rd March 
• Year 7 Parents Evening – Thursday 17th March 

https://www.aomschool.co.uk/coronavirus-information-updates-for-parents-carers/


KS4 Results 
Ashton on Mersey is proud to report that the class of 2021 have secured a suite of excellent examination
results. These outcomes are further evidence of how young people can achieve and surpass their potential
despite the additional challenges and the uncertainty caused by the pandemic.

Following the government’s announcement that Teacher Assessed Grades would again be used to measure
GCSE pupil performance, the Year 11 cohort have achieved, as a minimum, results which show that the
process at Ashton on Mersey has been robust, accurate and a fair reflection of each pupil’s commitment and
ability. Pupils have been rewarded for all of their hard work and the GCSE results day witnessed many smiling
pupils, parents and staff.

Headlines include the fact that over 55% of pupils achieved a grade 5 in English and Maths with 78% of pupils
achieving a grade 9-4 in both of these key subjects. In addition, over a quarter of pupils achieved the highest
grade of a 7 or above in English with over a fifth achieving the same measure in Maths.

Equally as important, pupils have made strong and rapid progress in many subject areas and there are some
fantastic individual success stories including the Head Boy who achieved eight subjects graded at 9 and one
subject graded at 8. Four pupils achieved an average of a grade 9.

These grades will ensure that all pupils have the greatest possible chance of securing their chosen next steps
with pupils being accepted on a range of Level 3 courses including apprenticeships and A-Level courses across
the borough and Greater Manchester.

Headteacher Lee McConaghie said: “It has been a challenging time for everyone and especially this cohort of
young people. We are delighted that they have achieved a set of results that reflect their potential. We
congratulate each and every pupil. The school is rightly proud of their achievements.”

Congratulations to the class of 2021. They achieved an outstanding set of results with 37% of students achieving
the top grades of D*D*D* and 88% achieving DDD or higher. All students that applied for university were
offered their chosen course and more students than ever gained apprenticeships in a variety of industries. All
students resitting their Maths and English GCSE’s achieved a grade 4 or above during their two years in the
Sixth Form.

KS5 Results 



Head of Year Messages 

What a busy week! Our Year 7 pupils have made a fantastic start at Ashton on Mersey
and I have really enjoyed meeting so many amazing young people. I have been
particularly impressed by the impeccable manners that our pupils have shown, as
everyone has been respectful and polite to each other and to our staff. We
understand that young people can be nervous about starting secondary school, but
our Year 7 pupils have shown amazing resilience and have been superstars! Keep it
up Year 7, I am very proud of you. Miss Mercer

Miss Mercer
Head of Year 7

Miss Roberts
Head of Year 8

A very warm welcome back to Year 8, it is an absolute pleasure to lead this year
group again. I hope you and your families had a peaceful and relaxing summer. Year 8
pupils have settled in well to school life again and have been very resilient navigating
themselves around the school. This year we say goodbye to Dr Fox, who will remain
Head of Transition and will work along side the Year 7s. Mr Spencer, will support our
year group as Assistant Headteacher of KS3. Mr Evans has also joined the Year 8
Pastoral Team and will work very closely with pupils with anything pastoral as our
Pupil Support Manager. Please do follow us on Twitter for all information regarding
Year 8 @aomyear8. Please note, pupils must arrive each day with a fully stocked
pencil case, a reading book and wearing the correct uniform in line with the school
policy. Sanctions will be issued for not having these items. Attendance is crucial and
every day counts, we have relaunched attendance form league and pupils are
working towards their bronze, silver and gold badges for attendance. I am very much
looking forward to another highly successful year, working alongside the pupils and
your families on our journey to success. Miss Roberts

Mr Carey
Head of Year 9

Year 9 started back this week ready for a great year. They all looked smart and
prepared for success. This year we will be focussing on options for upper school and
attendance. We have 3 new form tutors who settled in straight away and their form
groups welcomed them in. Our progress and options evening is on the 10th February,
so please keep this date free. I hope you have had a lovely Summer and I look forward
to working with you this year. Mr Carey

Mr Holbrook
Head of Year 10

Welcome back Year 10! I hope you had a great summer break and are feeling
refreshed. You are about to embark on the 2 most important years of your school life
so far and we hope with your excellent resilience and determination you will be the
best that you can be. There will be a Year 10 Welcome Evening on Thursday 16th

September, parents/carers will be receiving a letter to confirm your attendance this
week. I wish you all the best and I am looking forward to working with parents/carers
to ensure you succeed on your journey. Mr Holbrook



Head of Year Messages 

I was fantastic to see all our Year 11s this week as they were welcomed back to a
‘zone free’ school. It has been brilliant to see such enthusiasm everyday and
eagerness to do well, long may this positivity continue! I have also seen many pupils
in Year 11 going out of their way to help our younger pupils, guiding them around
school to lessons to helping some very destressed Year 8s to the nearest toilet. Mocks
will be in December and Easter to help us prepare for a successful summer. Revision
will begin in school in the coming weeks and Saturday morning tuition is available
again for core subjects from the 25th September. If you would like your son/daughter
to attend please let me know or ask them to speak to me. I Look forward to a
successful year working together. Mr Loftus

Mr loftus
Head of Year 11

We would like welcome all our new Year 12 students and welcome back our Year 13
students. The Year 13 students had an excellent year last year despite all the
challenges they faced. They are in a great position to build upon this success this year
and achieve a wonderful set of results come the summer.
The new Year 12 students also achieved wonderful results and we look forward to
them starting their two years with us in the Sixth Form.
It’s vitally important that students, both Year 12 and Year 13, continue to put the
effort in during lessons and support this with their own personal studies during their
free time and at home. Year after year we observe that it’s the students that put the
work in outside of lessons are the ones that achieve the top grades. Mr Kelly

Mr Kelly
Head of Sixth Form

Summer Schools 

Ashton on Mersey didn’t close for the Summer as we had a Summer School offer for all year groups. Teachers and
pupils covered catch up work in English, Maths, Sciences, Languages, Humanities as well as enjoying lessons which
had been restricted by bubbles such as Cooking, PE, Drama, Music and Photography. As well as these, every year
group took part in team building activities and ventured into North Wales to climb Moel Famau – the high point of
the week in more ways than one!

Over 300 pupils and 40 teachers signed up and took part. It was great to see all enjoying the Summer School
curriculum, learning new things, building confidence, acquiring new skills and interests and making new friends.



Over the summer holidays two major building projects were undertaken to modernise our dining hall facilities and
Hall 1. Although there have been some delays to the dining hall project, I hope that you can agree from the
pictures that the new facility will be a great benefit for our pupils, boasting a new deli bar area and increased
serving and seating areas. We do apologise for the disruption the over run works have caused with our service,
however, as soon as the dining hall is up and running pupils and parents will be notified.

Building Works 

The estates team have also been busy returning the school site back to its layout before last years changes,
removing bubbles and renovating some of our classrooms, including the music rooms and repainting other areas
of the school.


