
17th September 2021

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

Our second week of the new term has seen the school settle back into familiar
routines. All subjects are back in specialist classrooms and all teachers are
teaching in an environment which is suited to the pupils and the subject needs.
This may sound rather obvious however, the bubble zones did mean that we had
Science experiments in English rooms, Drama performances in Food labs and
Technology lessons in English. It certainly tested our staff resilience and
creativity!

Consequently, all year groups have made a positive and purposeful start to the
year as reported by our Heads of Year last week. Certainly, the lessons our senior
staff have visited this week have exhibited an excellent learning environment.

We have successfully tested all pupils with parent consent, without too much
disruption to learning. My thanks to our staff volunteers who worked tirelessly in
the first few days of term to process thousands of Covid tests.

The school site is also looking fantastic. The good weather has meant all pupils
have enjoyed breaks on the school fields and our new dining facilities have
opened. These serve a wider range of food with a new deli bar and pasta servery.
The new facilities complement the hot lunch and cold food selections offered
across the other 3 venues on the school site. Please be aware that our school is
cashless so food can only be purchased through a Parentpay account. Don’t
forget to update your child’s account regularly from home.

I am also excited to see lots of extra-curricular clubs starting and more coming in
the next few weeks. This has always been a vibrant and strong part of our school
and I encourage as many of our pupils as possible to get involved in a lunchtime
or after school activity.

Have a lovely weekend.



Assistant Headteacher – Mr Worsfold

I’m Mr Worsfold and my role is Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for Key
Stage 4 and Careers, as well as teaching PE, Sport and Geography. I have been at
Ashton on Mersey for 18 years and in this time I have been fortunate enough to
have been: Head of Year, Head of Key Stage 3 and Head of Sixth Form. These
experiences have given me the opportunity to understand the demands and
rigours that all pupils face throughout the different year groups during their time
at the school. In my current role, I work with an excellent pastoral team, as well
as supporting pupils on their academic journey through Years 10 and 11.

The careers role is one I have thoroughly enjoyed and I have worked closely with
our fantastic careers advisor Mrs Eyong. We aim to give all pupils opportunities
and tailored careers advice throughout their time here. Careers is a real strength
within the school and is rated highly by the Gatsby Benchmarks (the national
support service for school careers). In the summer term we have a particularly
strong focus on careers and in previous years we have had key speakers from
industries that have worked closely with a number of different subject
departments.

Finally, I have recently started to support Mr Gallagher with the running of the
Environment Group. This group aims to have a positive impact within the school
and local community, with an aim of becoming a sustainable school. Projects
already underway include an energy reduction scheme, recycling scheme and we
also want to vastly reduce the use of plastics on the school site. Please watch out
for news in this area as there will be developments over the next few months!

Social Science 

The Social Sciences faculty are extremely proud of all the Summer 2021 Year 11 leavers taking Social Sciences
course in Health and Social Care BTEC, Child Development OCR National and GCSE Psychology. Pupils have
demonstrated their hard work and commitment to their courses throughout a very difficult year and their
fantastic grades are very well deserved. We are very pleased to see so many pupils pursing Social Sciences
courses post 16.

Mrs Doleman is also very pleased with her Year 13 Applied Psychology group who achieved 100% pass at L3
Distinction or D*. All our Year 13 leavers students have successfully secured places on either Apprenticeships or
University Psychology Degree courses.

The Social Sciences faculty would also like to welcome Mr Spencer to the Social
Sciences faculty who has joined the team this September. Mr Spencer will be
teaching Religious Studies, PSHE and Citizenship across both Key Stage 3 and 4.
Mr Spencer is also Assistant Principle for Key Stage 3.



Mrs Doleman is leading Ashton On Mersey school’s ‘Mental Well-Being Pod’. She is helping Ashton On Mersey
School develop positive strategies to support mental health and emotional wellbeing.

Mrs Rutley is currently leading whole school development in Gender Equality. As part of this
work Mrs Rutley organised International Women’s Day activities during lock down and is
now organising a pupil leadership group to support this work in school. Mrs Rutley is very
impressed with Freya Hannan’s (10 IAT) contributions so far devising this poster to promote
the gender equality student group. Freya also plays a significant role in Trafford Youth
Parliament and ensures effective links are made between Trafford Youth Cabinet and
Ashton On Mersey School. We are pleased to announce that a delegation of Ashton On
Mersey pupils will be able to attend the ‘Lets Talk Conference’ in Trafford later this term led
by Mrs. Speakman.

Mr Gallagher is also taking a proactive role in leading Ashton On Mersey school’s response in addressing the 
climate crisis. The first meeting of the ‘Pupil Climate and Environment Group’ will take place at lunch time on the 
21st September, Rm 53. Please, come along and be part of the solution. Feel free to bring your lunch and lots of 
ideas! 

The Business faculty at Ashton on Mersey School consists of five members of staff. Jonathan Pryce is the Head of
Faculty and Vocational Learning Quality Nominee. The four remaining members of the faculty are Barry Kelly,
Head of Sixth Form, Kristofer Kelly, Duke of Edinburgh Award leader, Thomas Green, Trainee Teacher Subject
Mentor and Sarah Mark, BTEC Lead Standards Verifier. All members of the faculty are capable of teaching both
vocational and academic courses across Key Stages 4 and 5.

In the Business Studies faculty, it is the intention to support learners to become well rounded, resilient young
people, with a strong social awareness and a love of learning about the world around them. The offered is
designed with this in mind. The teaching and learning in the Business Studies faculty to is designed to meet the
needs of all our learners. In recent years, both the GCSE and Level 2 BTEC has been offered to all pupils at KS4.

In the Sixth Form we offer the full range of BTEC Business qualifications ranging across the 1 A Level equivalent
(the Extended Certificate), the 2 A Levels equivalent (the Diploma) and the 3 A Levels equivalent (the Extended
Diploma). When Business students leave the Sixth Form they are ready for further education or employment. Last
year 70% of students that completed a Business course in the Sixth Form started either a Business Studies related
degree or a Business Studies related apprenticeship. Last year 43% of students in Year 12 studied a Business
course with 56% in Year 13, giving 49% overall. Year on year Business is the most popular subject in the Sixth
Form. We are very proud of our results with 100% of students achieving at least their target grade on the BTEC
Extended Diploma and 87% of students achieving above their target grade on the Extended Diploma last year.

Business Studies



Year 7 Newsletter

Miss Mercer, Head of Year 7 Dr Fox, Director of Transition

It has been fantastic to see our Year 7 pupils settling into secondary
school life so well over the last two weeks. We have been impressed by
such polite manners and excellent conduct shown by our Year 7 pupils,
and long may this continue! Please follow us on Twitter @year7aom for
important updates and information. We are very much looking forward to
a highly successful year, working alongside pupils and families on our
journey to success. Miss Mercer (Head of Year 7) and Dr. Fox (Assistant
Headteacher, Director of Transition and SEND)

Who to contact?
Please contact your child’s form tutor in the 

first instance for any issues.

Freddo Friday

Every Friday, Miss Mercer visits each Year 7 class and 

awards one outstanding pupil in each class with a Freddo 

reward. A huge congratulations to our superstar winners 

this week:

Olivia Rowland, Tyler Jones, Kamran Omidi, Jake Taylor, 

Josie Leicester, Shams Al-Noori, Liam Whitecross, Tara 

Gorman, 

Eva Embrack, Lily Gray, and Ahmed Haloub.

Keep up the amazing work!

Punctuality

Punctuality to school is incredibly important 

to ensure your child does not miss out on key 

information and activities in form time. We 

expect our pupils to arrive at school for 

8:30am each morning and really appreciate 

parental support on this.

Attendance

Attendance plays a fundamental role in your 

child’s success at school. 

Every single day counts!

We have celebrated the successes of four 

Year 7 forms which had 100% attendance last 

week – 7LAF, 7LAR, 7EOL and 7DAS. These 

forms have enjoyed early lunch breaks this 

week to celebrate their fantastic attendance. 

Congratulations to these forms and keep it 

up!

We have started our exciting form attendance 

league competition this week. The form with 

the best attendance at the end of the term 

will win a Dominos lunch or 

Krispy Kreme treats!

It is all to play for!

Our current form league is below:

General Reminders

Pupils must bring their planner, pencil case and reading 

book to school every day.

Pupils must get their planners signed each week.

Year 7 CAT tests will be held on Tuesday 21st September. 

Please do not worry about these – pupils do not need to 

revise. We simply use these as baseline assessments of 

your child’s ability. 

Extra-curricular activities

Our school extra-curricular provision is starting back up

again, and we would love to see Year 7 pupils getting

involved in as many clubs and activities as possible! From

Sports clubs to Chess Club, Climate and Environmental

Group to Science Club… We offer clubs to cater to all

interests, so make sure to get involved!

Important Dates

Year 7 Welcome Evening – 14th October 2021

Year 7 Progress Evening – 17th March 2022



PE Extra-curricular 

From Monday 20th September the full PE extra-curricular timetable is back! All the clubs will run after school
from 3-4pm. Fixtures and competition will be starting promptly so it is crucial that if you would like to
represent Ashton on Mersey, that you attend the clubs after school. The rewards programme is also up and
running from next Monday for Year’s 7, 8 and 9. Please make sure that every time you attend a club, you
ask the PE teacher in charge for a stamp in your planner. The top 25 from each year group will win a place
on a rewards afternoon in December. Any questions, please ask a member of the PE department.



Stars of the week

Yashvi Parmar, Year 7 – Positive attitude to learning in MFL. Ms Ruiz

Crystal Hemingway, Year 8 – Positive attitude to learning in ICT. Mr Burgess 

Tegan Paolucci, Year 9 – For her hard work and effort in RE. Mrs Senior 

Amy York, Year 9 – For her excellent quality of work in Technology. Miss Andrew 

Freya Hannan, Year 10 – For her excellent work ethic in PSHE. Mrs Rutley 

Huey O’Reilly, Year 11 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in Technology. Mis Andrew

Dilian Zhelyazkov, Year 11 – Positive attitude to learning in Business Studies. Mr Pryce

Please be aware that on Thursday 30th September school will be closing to pupils at the end of period 5,
2:10pm in order for staff to prepare for our Open Evening.


