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Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

Half Term Free School Meal Provision

Trafford Council will be providing Free School Meal vouchers for families to cover
the upcoming half term.

Emails from the HUGGG Voucher scheme will be sent direct to parents of pupils
eligible for Free School Meals before school closes.

As we approach the last week of this half term I would like to thank this
community for supporting the range of school events that have once more
taken place. Whether Open Evening, sports fixtures or one of our ‘Welcome
to…’ events, it has been a fulfilling experience seeing our school filled with
visitors again.

We hope to continue with face to face events next half term (including a
celebration event for the class of 2021) but we will certainly be taking national
and local advice with regards to Covid infection rates. For example, we are still
asking all pupils to bring a face mask to school so they can be worn on
corridors. In addition, a first round of vaccinations took place on site on Friday
administered by an external team of professionals. More are planned for
Monday with other days scheduled as required.

Finally this week, can I encourage any current Year 11 pupils to sign up to
October half term school if a subject they are studying is being offered. Details
will follow in due course. Time will fly in this all important year with mock
exams planned in November.

Have a great weekend.



Assistant Headteacher – Mr Parry

Mental Health 

I am Nick Parry and I am one of our Assistant Headteachers. I have been at Ashton on
Mersey School for 19 years, and am now at that stage of my career where I see past
pupils returning as parents: it makes you feel old!

I started as a Head of Year and became the leader of Transition for all pupils from our
Primary partners for many years. This is a wonderful role: visiting local schools and
preparing pupils for their move to ’big school’, and then following their journey through
to GCSEs and moving on to the next stage of their lives.

Ashton on Mersey School has long been regarded as a leading school in the region, with an accredited status to
support other schools when requested or required. Over the last 25 years we have moved from Beacon School
status, to Training School and then in 2011 we were one of the first schools in the country to be awarded the
prestigious Teaching School accreditation. I have always been at the forefront of this activity, and what a privilege
to work in partnership with colleagues from other schools, bringing back fresh, innovative ideas to our staff and
pupils at the same time as sharing our valued expertise and experience, which other schools benefit from.

It has been so exciting to see this work develop into the growth of our multi academy trust -The Dean Trust. This
now includes ten schools, both primary and secondary across Trafford, Manchester, Wigan and Knowsley. My role
is to support all our schools, sharing best practice and coordinating professional development for our leaders,
teachers and support staff across The Trust.

I am also Director of our SCITT (Teacher Training) which currently has 56 trainees, and The Turing NW Maths Hub
which is responsible for improving the leadership and teaching of Maths across Greater Manchester. Whilst all this
work takes me away from teaching our pupils (apart from a Monday when I am back in a tracksuit for PE, my
favourite day of the week) it is a genuine privilege to be working closely with colleagues who have so much talent,
enthusiasm and dedication to provide our children with the best opportunities to allow them to be successful.

Mental health and well-being needs are at the heart of our school community as we recognise the potential
impact on our overall health and ability to learn. Our main aim is to ensure that every young person knows exactly
where to go to get support and guidance through times of challenge. Alongside this is our ambition to help
prevent mental health issues from snowballing by providing early intervention and teaching pupils different
techniques which help them to regain balance. Cross sections of each year group were interviewed and in light of
this we have developed some really exciting plans to help us achieve our goals.

Year 11 prefects met to discuss their plans for a mentoring space to allow all pupils access to a drop-in room
which can offer a wide range of support. We are now ready to engage the pupils in mental well-being
development at Ashton on Mersey and our first meeting will be held in room 57 on Tuesday the 19th of October.
This will be a fantastic opportunity to hear from any pupil who values mental health and well-being and wants to
be part of the changes that are afoot.



High Ability Learners

ICT and computing faculty consists of five members of staff. Mr Howe, Head of Faculty, Mr Moore, Head of Key
Stage 3, along with Mr Burgess, Mr Kelly (Head of 6th Form), Mrs Mazurek and Mrs Rashid. All pupils in Year 7, 8
and 9 at Ashton on Mersey have ICT and computing for one fifty-minute lesson a week, where pupils learn about
Programming in Python, creating digital products and computer theory. ICT and Computing is an option subject
for Year 10 and 11 pupils where they can choose GCSE Computer Science, Creative iMedia (vocational
qualification) or GCSE Photography.

UA92 Trip
On Friday 1St of October, Year 13 BTEC Creative Media students visited the new UA92 campus in Manchester to
work with the media department on their upcoming podcasting coursework unit. During the day, Year 13 were
taken on a tour of the extensive campus, and were able to explore the state of the art media suite, experimenting
with the equipment under the guidance of the lead lecturer for media. Pupils were also shown how the unique
degree offering works, and what undergraduate courses were on offer. Students then participated in a podcasting
workshop, where they were able to use the specialist equipment and their own project preparation to record
their audio content.

ICT 

At Ashton on Mersey, an important whole school priority for us is the success of our high ability learners and to
take their learning to the next level, we have a wide range of exciting opportunities this year.

Within lessons, our ‘demand more’ philosophy structures each individual lesson around a key challenge question
and pushes our pupils to consider the wider cross curricular links that exist between topics. We have invested
heavily in our teacher development and our teachers are trained in questioning strategies that ‘delve deeper’ and
foster inquisitive minds. This is coupled with our metacognition strategy that teaches young people effective
learning strategies and how to reflect on their own knowledge - by taking control of their own learning pupils can
drive their own success.

To raise aspirations and show our pupils the academic opportunities post 16, we will be running a number of
higher education trips that will include Oxford and Cambridge universities. Our assembly programme, public
speakers and extensive extra-curricular provision, will widen the careers that our young people are exposed to
and inspire a strong sense of cultural capital. Whilst KS3 pupils will be introduced to the Brilliant Club’s Scholars
Programme, where young people learn from PhD pupils about a topic of their choosing.

Importantly, our strategy for high achievement is not just rooted in academic challenge. If 2020 has taught us
anything, it is that good mental health is fundamental to success. As such, our new wellbeing Culture Pod, which is
constructed of teachers and pupils, will help all our young people build the resilience necessary to excel.

Ashton on Mersey is an inclusive learning community and we take the achievement and progress of all our pupils
incredibly seriously. It is by focusing on the individual, tracking and celebrating their successes, that we can ensure
all our pupils make the progress they deserve.



Design and Technology  

What a fantastic first half term it has been so far in Design and Technology for staff and pupils across the faculty.
We are very pleased to welcome Mrs Boulton to our department as Curriculum Manager for Construction and
Technology.

Pupils are enjoying a range of practical activities in our excellent facilities after a long awaited 18 months! We are
very excited to be back in our purpose built workshops, food rooms, computer suite and construction centre. Year
7 completed their first food practical lesson this week demonstrating the rubbing in method with a delicious fruit
crumble recipe. Year 8 have been learning how to use a range of hand tools and machinery to cut, shape and
smooth their acrylic plastic in preparation of the manufacture of their phone holder. Year 9 have been developing
their Computer Aided Design skills through an editing software called Photopea to design and make a children’s
book.

This year we will offering an enhanced extracurricular programme but places are limited so if you are interested,
speak to your Design and Technology teacher.

Design Ventur
Design Ventura is a design and enterprise challenge for pupils in Years 9 and 10 supported by industry
professionals which runs every Wednesday lunch time in room 9A/13. Our pupils are challenged to design a new
product for the Design Museum Shop with the winning product manufactured and sold at the shop. Develop your
design thinking, creative and business capabilities and employability skills. The winning team will be invited to
attend a trip to the Design Museum in London, If you are interested please see Mrs Boulton to sign up.

Cooking Club
Cooking club is every Wednesday 3.00-4.00pm with Miss Fisher in room 10. This term Year 9 pupils are invited to
meet together after school, try out some new recipes and take these home to eat with their families. Pupils
extend their learning beyond the curriculum by developing their Food Preparation and Nutrition knowledge and
skills all whilst having lots of fun!

Architects of the Future - DEC Awards
Miss Smith and Mr Gibson are running the Design, Engineer and Construct (DEC) awards this term with the theme
of Architects of the Future. Learn to design, engineer and construct a range of extraordinary buildings and
structures, from spy-themed hotels and live music venues to riverside facilities and rural schools. Year 8 and 9
pupils are invited to attend room G05 every Wednesday lunch time or after school 3.00-4.00pm.

STEM Club
Learn more about the STEM subjects Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths and the influence they have on
your life and the world around you. Develop your practical, teamwork and leadership skills by getting involved in
activities such as F24, Robotics, Quadcopter Competition, innovative challenges to support climate change and
many more. Pupils from all years are invited to STEM club every Wednesday, 3.00-4.00pm with Miss Andrew in
room 13.

The Design and Technology department are extremely proud of the broad and diverse vocational and academic
courses it offers all KS4 pupils including AQA GCSE Design and Technology, OCR Engineering Design, WJEC Eduqas
Construction and the Built Environment and Eduqas Food Preparation and Nutrition. As a faculty we like to
encourage and promote an understanding of the wide range of careers our subjects have to offer. We would love
any family members who have careers linked to Engineering, Construction, Food or Design and Technology
subjects or who may have contacts in the local community, to get in touch with Mrs Boulton.



Year 11 Newsletter 

Mr Loftus, Head of Year 11 Mrs Owen, Pupil Support 
Manager

Who to contact? 

Please contact your child’s form 

tutor for any issues in the first 

instance.

Attendance

Attendance has been somewhat
rocky this half term for many
reasons but I must stress the
importance of being in school
especially in Year 11.

Every pupil must be in form for
8.40am, therefore walk past me
or an SLT member on the gate at
8.35am to make sure they are on
time.

If for any reason pupils have
missed a lesson, it is their
responsibility to catch up and ask
for possible work sheets or work
in general.

General Reminders

Twitter handle: @Year11AOM

Pupils require a pencil case and planner every day

Our high uniform standard

No trainer style shoes

Refer to the school planner in regards to haircuts, make up and 
jewellery 

Revision 

Please look out on School Gateway and our Year 11 twitter page for the 

revision schedule which will start after half term. There will be multiple 

sessions on each week for each subject so there are always options for pupils 

to go to. For example, maths has 10 sessions over the week! As soon as the 

full schedule is ready I will post it on Twitter and Satchel. 

Open Evening 

It was unfortunate that we did not get to see you all face to face in our 

newly refurbished Hall 1 last week but I hope the online videos 

answered all your queries. 

A couple of key points to remember. 

• All revision guides are available from your son/daughters 
teachers

• After school revision starts after half term for all subjects.
• Mock exams are the happening the week beginning 22nd and 

29th November. Second set of mocks just before Easter.
• All courses for exams and open evening dates all posted on 

Satchel.

Extra-curricular

Ashton on Mersey have launched our whole school lunch and after school clubs on the 11th October. There 

is a fantastic atmosphere and buzz around school and lots of Year 11 pupils have not only taken part but also 

are leading groups, which is amazing to see! There is still plenty of time to sign up to a range of exciting new 

clubs such as the Drama Club, Debate Club, Creative Writing Club and a Chess Club. There are now over 50 

clubs!

I also must commend our GSG group, led by Millie Stakes and Emily Probert in Year 11 which is a group 

about supporting pupils in school and how best to do it in the 21st century. 



PE News

This week has seen another busy week for the PE department including fixtures in: netball, rugby and football in
tournaments, cups and friendlies as well as an Outdoor Adventurous Activity Trip to Grip Adventure in Sale.

On Thursday evening, 20 Year 8 pupils went canoeing where they learnt the basic skills to cover their level 1
canoeing qualification. The group completed different challenges such as standing up whilst paddling in the boat,
swapping seats, racing and finding the blue wild hippo! There will be more opportunities to go on OAA trips in the
future so make sure to keep in contact with the PE Department.

The Year 10 netball girls had a very successful league night beating St Anthony’s 8-5 and beating Stretford High
School 12-0.

The Year 7 girls football team unfortunately lost to an extremely impressive team which means they will not
progress to the next round of the cup.

Year 8B boys football team beat Broadoak School 3-2, MOTM was Avid S.

Year 7A boys football achieved an impressive win against St Francis 7-0, MOTM was Louie S.

Year 9 boys played their first rugby game of the season against Sale Grammar school, they unfortunately lost but
they had an impressive 22 players turn up to play!

A huge well done to the Year 9 football team who narrowly missed out on a win against Audenshaw, they drew 5-
5 and lost 7-6 on penalties. MOTM was Luca H. Great grit and determination was shown by all. They look forward
to their next fixture next week.



Star of the week 

Sam Crosby, Year 7 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in Science. Dr Crascall

Pearl Henshaw, Year 7 – For always going above and beyond in Maths. Pearl always joins in with class  
discussion and always puts 100% effort into classwork and homework. Miss Watkins 

Kieran Turnbull, Year 7 – For showing superb attitude to learning. Miss Hunter

George Breen, Year 9 – For his excellent leadership in Year 9 Rugby. Mrs Doody 

Jamie Walker, Year 9 – Jamie has shown excellent leadership, performance and organisational skills in
Performing Arts and confidence is flourishing. Mrs Pearn

Beau Mallia, Year 10 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in Business Studies. Mr Pryce

Cerys Newell, Year 10 – For working hard, being resilience and independently at school and home on her 
GCSE Mechanical Forms project. You are a pleasure to teacher. Miss Livesey

Lydia Roberts, Year 10 – For hardworking and conscientious attitude in Geography. Mr Kavanagh 

Emma Smith, Year 10 – Excellent quality of work in MFL. Mr Kay 

Zara Dykes, Year 11 – Zara has started Yea 11 with a really hard work ethic in Maths. She always puts 100% 
effort into classwork and homework and asks questions wen she needs extra help. 
Miss Watkins

Eva Chadwick, Year 11 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in PSHE. Mrs Senior                                           

Dilian Zhelyazkov, Year 11 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in Geography. Mr Kavanagh 

Sean Lin, Year 11 – For outstanding exam results in English. Miss Shaw 

Will Dyson, Year 11 – For outstanding teamwork in lessons. Miss Lloyd


