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Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

A message from the English Department 
Almeida Theatre are live streaming the Tragedy of Macbeth by William Shakespeare over October half term. There
are multiple streamings to choose from and you can find out more information here https://almeida.co.uk/whats-
on/the-tragedy-of-macbeth-live-stream/27-oct-2021-30-oct-2021 Pupils in Year 10 and Year 11 study the play
because it forms part of their GCSE in English Literature. The pupils have just finished either studying it or revising
it so watching the play may really help to cement their knowledge and understanding of the plot and characters,
all from the comfort of the sofa!

We are also holding a competition for pupils in Year 11. We have 6 copies of the book “You can’t revise for GCSE
English! YES YOU CAN” by Mark Roberts. The book costs £7.99 to buy but we have 6 to give away. All the pupils
need to do is bring in evidence of their revision of Charles Dickens “A Christmas Carol” which they will have a mock
exam on in November. Pupils can be as creative as they wish with how they present their revision. Pupils should
bring their revision to Mrs Dunleavy in the KS4 office on Monday 1st November by 1pm. Mrs Dunleavy and the rest
of the English Department will decide on the best 6.

Half term is upon us but school remains open on Monday for a round of Year 11
intervention specifically focused on coursework subjects. Revisions sessions in all
subjects commence after the break and I would encourage all pupils to take the
additional learning opportunities on offer. Mock exams take place very soon.

Whilst we are keeping a keen eye on local rates of infection with regards to Covid,
we are hopeful that we can continue to offer open school events next half term.
We have a host of events to look forward to including our Celebration Evening for
the Class of 2021 in November and our Year 12 Open Evening is taking place. We
also still expect to be able to offer community events and coffee mornings. In the
meantime, we would like to stay in touch with the community. As such, a
community questionnaire was launched this week and the link can be found
below. Any successful school needs the support of parents and carers. Please
spend a moment to respond to our questions so we can move forward together.

Community Voice Questionnaire

Have a great half term break.

Appointments 
Please could parents/carers avoid booking appointments for their children during school hours. However, if this is
unavoidable please could you notify school beforehand and make sure your child is aware of the time they need
to meet you in reception. Thank you in advance for your support.

https://almeida.co.uk/whats-on/the-tragedy-of-macbeth-live-stream/27-oct-2021-30-oct-2021
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflA7SsRSyKurcURMbYS7OOMocJEq_jsSfObOeHm0Ve7Qk6LA/viewform


Head of Sixth Form – Mr Kelly 
I am Mr Kelly and I am Head of Sixth Form and am responsible for KS5. Alongside this I am
also a member of both the Business and IT faculties and I have been teaching both
subjects at Ashton on Mersey for the last 11 years. Prior to becoming a teacher I had a
successful business career working for many years both in the UK and overseas and I try
and bring this experience and passion for Business and IT to the lessons I teach.

I am very lucky to have a wonderfully talented and hard working team to work with me
supporting our students during their two years with us in the Sixth Form. Mrs Fox our Sixth
Form Manager has a wealth of knowledge and experience of working with post-16
students and is especially strong in the area of pastoral support. I also have the pleasure of
working very closely with Mrs Eyong our fantastic careers advisor, who dedicates a lot of
time and effort to ensure our students are supported in choosing the right post-18 options
for them, whether that is University, Higher Apprenticeships or the world of work.

Key Stage 5  

We believe we offer a supportive, yet challenging experience where all individuals are treated as just
that…individuals. We believe that every student deserves the opportunity to reach his or her full potential. By
building on the excellent foundations we have developed in Key Stage 3 and 4 we provide relevant, interesting
and varied learning opportunities in preparation for higher education, apprenticeships and the world of work.

In addition to my role as Head of Sixth Form I am also a member of the team that runs the DofE program for
students. As a keen walker/camper I find this annual event a great opportunity to work with our excellent
students in a different type of environment and I hope that they see a different side of my personality when I am
not in school and wearing a suit. I am also a keen Altrincham FC fan and it is great to bump in to students past
and present at Moss Lane and also when travelling for away games.

The year has got off to a great start with both year groups settling in well to the new school year. Students are
working hard in and out of lessons completing coursework and preparing for upcoming examinations. The
atmosphere in the Sixth Form is magnificent and it is great to see both year groups integrating so well.

This week also saw the sports department running a Year 5 Football Festival with students from local primary
schools. The weather was not the best but the all the pupils had a great time. The festival was organised by Mr
Doody and Miss Holder who were ably assisted by all the Year 12 and Year 13 Sport students. This activity will
contribute to their coursework as they are required to run successful sporting event.

Our annual Open Evening for entry to the Sixth Form takes place on Thursday 18th November from 6pm- 8pm. All
parents and prospective students are invited to attend and see what is on offer in terms of curriculum and post
16 provision for September 2022. We are focusing our Sixth Form provision on the highly valued Vocational
Qualifications, which are well recognised by all Universities across the country and by employment providers too.
The evening will give Year 11 pupils the opportunity to look at where their next steps in education may lay and
how these qualifications provide an excellent stepping stone for university or employment access.



Year 7 Design a Pumpkin Competition

Theatre, Arts and Media hub
At Ashton on Mersey School we’ve set up a brand new Theatre, Arts and Media hub to promote and encourage
pupil engagement in all aspects of the arts - from theatre, dance and drama to art and the media. We hope by
fostering links with external arts organisations and by developing our extra-curricular provision in this area, we
can foster a love of the arts among pupils and help to develop creativity throughout the school. There’s lots of
exciting clubs of this sort already taking place, covering art, singing, music, debate, creative writing and drama.

Members of the newly formed News Club, which takes place on Thursdays after-school, have already been
investigating how to recognise fake news and select the news stories that matter to them. Over the next six
weeks they will be developing their journalism skills further with interview tutorials and advice from experts.
They hope to share their own stories from school with you all soon, so watch this space!

Another new initiative we plan to offer next half-term is a rock painting workshop, as part of an ‘Ashton Rocks’
project, aimed at linking art and the community. We are also looking at how we can forge links with theatres from
across Trafford, in order to enhance our pupils’ experience of live performance.

As we embark on this exciting new phase of school life, we hope that all pupils will take the opportunity to
immerse themselves in culture and the arts.

A big congratulations and well done to the “Year 7 Design a Pumpkin Competition” winner this year - Freya James
7LAR. Freya produced a super design featuring two cats sat on the branch of a tree looking at the moon. Freya
had her fantastic design carved into a Pumpkin and enjoyed some lovely Halloween treats for her a prize.

Well done to the runners up Elise Leung, Theo Kilbey and Maddie Whyte who also had their Pumpkins carved as a
prize.

The standard was very high this year and all the Year 7 pupils produced some fantastic, creative and original
designs.



GM Green Summit 
The Greater Manchester Green Summit is a major event bringing together people from all walks of life with the
aim of making Manchester a leading city in the fight against Climate Change and other environmental challenges.
Head Girl Ava and Deputy Head Boy Tom represented the school and the pupil Climate Action Group on the day
along with Mr Gallagher, Environment Culture Pod leader.

The Summit was hosted by the Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy Burnham, and was packed with talks,
workshops, stalls and innovative approaches to reducing carbon emissions and meeting Manchester’s ambitious
target of net zero by 2038, alongside improving biodiversity and air quality throughout the region. The summit
focused on the key areas of transport, clean air, waste and nature-based solutions to the Climate Crisis. Transport
in particular will be transformed in Greater Manchester over the next two to five years, with a clean air zone
across all districts and an integrated transport system hoping to shift us from car dependency to active travel
using the Bee Network.

We’re still processing all the information gathered during the day, and made lots of contacts to follow up on. It
was an inspiring day, and there are lots of ideas and strategies we hope to incorporate into Ashton’s own journey
to net zero. Our city is transforming, and we look forward to playing our part in that transformation.

Head of Year Messages 

Miss Mercer
Head of Year 7

This week in Year 7, we have been reflecting on our fantastic first half-term at Ashton on
Mersey School. Pupils have been writing “Thank you” notes to staff and have enjoyed our Year
7 Rewards Assembly this morning. We have also announced the names of our Year 7 Form
Captains and Sports Captains in assembly today – a big congratulations to all of our new
Captains! I am looking forward to seeing these young people make the Captain roles their
own, as they learn how to lead others and be positive role models in school. In the next half-
term, each Year 7 form will be organising their own fundraising activities and Year 7 pupils will
be taking part in activities which will benefit our local community.

We are incredibly proud of how well our Year 7 pupils have settled into secondary school life.
We understand it is a big change to move from primary school to a big school like Ashton on
Mersey, but our learners have been very resilient and our staff have been full of praise for so
many young people who have shown positive attitudes to learning.
Miss Mercer

Miss Roberts
Head of Year 8

As the term draws to an end, I would like to take praise Year 8 for their hard work, effort and
attitude to learning. This half term has been a busy one for all pupils, but especially Year 8
settling in to school life without zones. I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a
restful holiday. I look forward to another busy and successful half term 2.
Miss Roberts



Head of Year Messages 

Mr Carey
Head of Year 9

The attendance in the year group has been improving over the half term and I thank you for
your support with this. We have lots of different reward programmes in place to encourage
improved attendance and these are paying off. One programme is run by Miss Clayton and the
rewards include books, stationery and other treats. Let’s keep improving!
We have 52 lunch time and after school clubs running and I am encouraging every pupil to
attend one a week. These clubs range from sports to chess, from architecture to Spanish films
and cultural clubs too.

I wish you all a lovely half term break and look forward to the next half term.
Mr Carey

Mr Holbrook
Head of Year 10

As the first half term draws to a close it has been fantastic to see all pupils thriving in a
‘normal’ school environment again. We are very proud of the excellent attitude and work
ethic that all of Year 10 have shown towards their GCSE subjects. It has been great to see so
many pupils attending a wide range of extra-curricular activities, we now offer over 50 clubs
ranging from Football and Netball to Art and STEM club. I have challenged all pupils to attend
at least one extra-curricular activity for a half term.
All Year 10 pupils have received a green pin badge for their blazer, this is now part of their
uniform and needs to be on their blazer at all times. Looking ahead to next half term there will
be big focus will be placed on organising Work Experience and getting all the relevant
documentation into school, if you require any help in gaining a placement please get in touch.

I hope all of you have a restful half term and get chance to recharge your batteries ready for
the return to school. As always, I thank all parents and carers for your support.
Mr Holbrook

Mr loftus
Head of Year 11

What a brilliant start it has been for our Year 11 pupils at this academic year. There has been
sporting highs and lows, fantastic leadership and a solid start to revision ready for upcoming
mocks, the week beginning 22nd and 29th November. Please do keep checking for updates on
revision, exams and all things Year 11 on our twitter page @Year11Aom. Next term we will
holding our first fundraising event which will be, I’m a Teacher get me out of here! Five pupils
will go against five teachers in an eating/drinking contest. All events will be ran by the pupils
and should be really good fun and make some money for our Year 11 charity, which will be
chosen next half term by the pupils and to help pay for parts of the prom. All prom decisions
and notices will be announced on SatchelOne and Twitter so please have a look on there.

Have a well deserved break but do try to keep up with some revision too!
Mr Loftus

It was a pleasure for our Year 7 form tutors to meet the vast majority of our new Year 7’s parents last Thursday
evening, albeit virtually. We had a massive 90% take up which was fantastic. This evening was vital to allow our
parents/carers and their child’s form tutor to touch base for the first time. During the evening it was good to
hear of so many positive conversations and help in any way that we could. Going forward there will be many
opportunities for us to meet face to face in the future. In the meantime, if you have any issues you would like to
discuss, please do not hesitate to contact your form tutor in the first instance and they will endeavour to contact
you within 24 hours. Also, keep your eye on the newsletter of the Year 7 twitter feed @Year7Aom for continued
information.

Year 7 Welcome Evening



PE News

Primary festivals are back!

This week Ashton on Mersey hosted its first primary school festival in two years! We opened the programme with
a Year 5 football tournament. The competition consisted of three leagues; with each league made up of six teams.
The primary schools involved were: Woodheys, Wellfield, The Firs and St Mary’s. The event was ran by our Sixth
Form BTEC Sport pupils, the Year 13 pupils were the team managers and the Year 12 pupils were the referees and
competition hosts/organisers. In total there were 250 primary pupils in attendance and 40 Sixth Form leaders.
Well done to all of those involved!

Later that day Ashton on Mersey welcomed a touring team from London – Surbiton High School. Surbiton fielded
two football and five netball teams. Representing AoM in netball were teams from Year 9 A&B, Year 8 A&B and
Year 7 A. All of the games were competitive, end to end with some really close scores in most of the matches.
There was an excellent level of netball on display. In football, we played a combined Year 7,8 & 9 A&B team,
Surbiton fielded two impressive teams and unfortunately AoM lost in both fixtures. Thank you to Surbiton High
School for visiting AoM and we hope to visit your school in the near future!

In other news, a number of other fixtures took place this week with the results as follows:

Year 8 boys football beat St Anthony’s 4-3. MOTM Luca S.

Year 9A girls netball beat Wellington School 5-2, Urmston Grammar 8-1 then Wellington School again 6-3, well
done! MOTM was Ruby T.

The Year 9 boys football team travelled to Sandbach School and won 2-0 in the National Cup, an amazing
performance by all, MOTM was Luca H.

Year 9B netball beat Urmston Grammar 9-1, MOTM was Katie C.

Year 7B boys football had a great game but lost 4-3 in their fixture this week.

The PE Department would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your effort and commitment to PE and
Sport this half-term. We hope you have enjoyed being involved in all of the amazing opportunities that AoM have
to offer and we hope that even more of you can attend next half-term! The new extra-curricular timetable will be
in place for when we return and more information on that will follow, some activities will be removed and some
will be added, so be sure to check the up to date timetable. Have a great half-term break!



Star of the week 

Ibrahim Faisal, Year 7 – For hard work and effort in Performing Arts. Mr Stevenson

Ruby Easey, Year 7 – For contribution to class discussion in RE. Mrs Rutley 

Ella Kavanagh- Gray, Year 8 - For an excellent performance in a school fixture. Mrs Bruce 

Lucy McSweeney, Year 8 – For an excellent performance in a school fixture. Mrs Bruce 

Amy Roper, Year 8 – For an excellent performance in a school fixture. Mrs Bruce 

Ben Hope, Year 10 – For positive attitude to learning in Business Studies. Mrs Mark

Krishna Kumar, Year 8 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in MFL. Miss Ruiz 

Phoebe Tarling, Year 9 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in Maths. Mr Stead

Oliver Mazey, Year 9 – Excellent work ethic in MFL. Mrs Esgaio 

Georgi Georgiev, Year 10 – For contribution to class discussion in Business Studies. Mrs Mark 

Ruby Rottenbury, Year 10 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in Psychology. Mrs Doleman

Jemima Shaw, Year 10 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in MFL. Mrs Esgaio

Maisy Newman, Year 11 – Hard working and conscientious in Maths. Mr Stead

James Roberts, Year 11 – Positive attitude to learning in MFL. Mrs Esgaio 

Zahraa Mousa, Year 11 – Excellent work ethic in MFL. Mrs Esgaio 

Freya James, Year 7 – Winner of the Pumpkin Design Competition. Miss Cockayne




