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Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

National Poetry Day 
Thursday 7th October was National Poetry Day. An annual mass
celebration that encourages all to enjoy, discover and share poetry. We
have asked both KS3 and KS4 pupils to write a poem centred around this
year’s theme, which is ‘choice’. Their poems will then be submitted into a
competition and the shortlisted pupils will be invited to perform their
work in front of a panel of judges at a lunch time poetry slam! The
winners will be rewarded with a trip to Waterstones in Altrincham, where
we will purchase them a book of their choice.

Our Welcome to Year 11 event was launched virtually on Thursday evening. If
you are a parent or carer of a Year 11 pupil please do take some time to watch
the presentations by various school leaders which give a flavour of opportunities
and support available throughout this crucial year.

Similar events take place next week with Year 7 hosting a Welcome Evening
(virtually) and Year 12 leading a face to face event in our outstanding Sixth form.
We look forward to meeting you and sharing exciting plans for the year ahead.
Such evenings will share our fantastic extra-curricular and enrichment offer. A
sign-up event took place this week with pupils registering for over 50 clubs and
activities. It was a pleasure to see young people excited about the prospect of
exploring their wider talents and interests.

We have had notification from Trafford Local Authority and the NHS that Covid
vaccinations will be offered on site at Ashton on Mersey for young people from
Friday of next week. All parents, carers and eligible young people will receive the
full details and the team of medical professionals that administer the vaccines
will only be vaccinating those with parental consent.

Let us all hope that our continued vigilance around the pandemic ensures rates
of infection reduce and that everyone remains healthy.

Have a great weekend.

Coffee Morning 

Ashton on Mersey Coffee Morning, Thursday 21st October. Come and meet our pupils, staff
and headteacher. Information to follow next week.



Assistant Headteacher – Mr Spencer   

We are delighted that our school library has finally reopened after being shut for 18 months during the pandemic.
KS3 pupils have been coming in for their reading lessons, giving them the opportunity to browse a wide array of
books and receive guidance from the Librarian. The space has also been extremely well used at lunch times, with
pupils coming in to read their books and take part in extra curricular clubs. The Chess Club had it’s first session in
the library this week and proved very popular with our pupils. Next week we are looking forward to hosting the
Cultural Diversity Group and the Book Club at lunch time and after school.

Library reopening 

My name is Mr Spencer and I am the Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for Key
Stage Three. An experienced teacher of Religious Studies, I have worked with two exam
boards as a marker for 6 years across 2 different subjects. I also sit on the SACRE
advisory council for Religious Studies and act as Vice-Chair of a primary school
governing body. Through these roles, I support teaching and learning in all phases of
education and help improve outcomes across Greater Manchester. Recently, I was
awarded with a whole school award for LGBTQ+ inclusion and Citizenship Education
and I am always looking for new opportunities to improve equity and equality across
Ashton on Mersey School.

Within my current role, I am responsible for overseeing the pastoral support and care of pupils in Year 8 and
9. By leading the Pastoral Support Managers and Head of Year team, we ensure high levels of attendance,
excellent progress, which in turn, drives achievement for all pupils. Through our shared pastoral vision, we are
committed to delivering a wide range of opportunities that extend beyond the classroom and provide the
young people within KS3 experiences that will support their cultural capital and enrich their school career.

As Year 9 pupils come to the end of their KS3 phase, we start looking to the future and very soon we will be
launching the Pathways Programme. Alongside their form tutors and guidance team we will work closely with
parents to help our young people choose the right GCSE options for them.

Celebrating achievement is also something that we do well at Ashton on Mersey and this year we plan to
grow our provision even further. It is vital that the commitment and focus that our young people display on a
daily basis is given the recognition it deserves. We want our pupils to be the best they can be, and by working
together we can achieve all our aims and objectives.



Science

Equality. It’s about time!

Pupils have been enjoying practical work this term. Year 7 have been using microscopes too look at plant cells and
have learnt about organs in the body. There have been some amazing pieces of homework from Mrs Pirzada
class. Our next topic is acid and alkalis. Some classes have been making indicators using red cabbage leaves and
testing a variety of everyday household substances. Year 8 started the term by learning about atoms and
elements and the Periodic Table and used Bunsen burners for the first time to make new compounds. Year 9 have
been exploring light and sound and produced some excellent work using ray boxes to learn about reflection and
refraction. Well done to all our pupils for their enthusiasm and excellent behaviour during practical lessons.

At Open Evening, prospective Ashton on Mersey pupils were treated to some fantastic Science experiments. A
huge thank you to all our Year 10 and 11 pupils who gave up their time to come and help. They took the lead on
some heart dissections, flame tests and chromatography demonstrations. We are looking forward to welcoming
them as Science leaders when the KS3 Science Club begins.

We are very proud to have launched the AoM Gender Equality Pupil Group this week and to have successfully
promoted our group at the Extra-curricular Fair on Monday lunchtime with a brilliant uptake. Our pupils have
shown real enthusiasm for wanting to create a gender equal world. We have discussed some highly relevant and
topical issues and it is wonderful to see our pupils so determined to make a difference.

Gender equality is one of the UN’s top 5 Global Goals for Sustainable Development and is key to creating a fairer
society. It is essential that everybody can feel safe and free, receive equal respect and reach their potential. Here
we explore the impact that our gender has on our life, the barriers that might exist because of it, the gender
stereotypes we still hear even today and most importantly, how we can bring about positive change. If you would
like to join us, reflect, discuss and plan our next steps, please come along to Room 57 on a Monday lunchtime.



Open Evening 2021  
It was fantastic to see so many people at school last Thursday to support our inaugural Open Evening. There was
so many curious, prospective pupils and parents arrive at Ashton on Mersey School, from both the local and wider
communities. From the initial individual warm and friendly greetings by the senior prefect team and Dr Fox, both
parents and pupils were treated to an evening of excitement and entertainment offered by all the departments at
Ashton on Mersey School.

As well as the traditional and formal introduction to the school and the catchment area given by our Head boy
and girl alongside Mr Shakos and Headteacher, Mr McConaghie, parents and pupils were then treated to the
various exciting and challenging hands on entertainment offered by each of the departments not only within
Ashton on Mersey School, but across the whole of The Dean Trust. It was a joy to see prospective pupils
conversing not only with the staff within each department but also hearing hands-on from the pupils who had
given up their Thursday evening to represent the school.

Pupils and parents were able to see why Ashton on Mersey School is truly a great school with a vision and ethos
to allow all pupils to succeed where pupils enjoyment, engagement and challenge in lessons are a top priority. It
was encouraging to see pupils and parents leaving at the end of the evening with eyes wide with excitement with
the hope of attaining a place at this heavily oversubscribed school.

SEND 
In an earlier edition of our Newsletter, Dr Fox introduced you to our
SEND department. This week, we would like to share with you more
information about some of our intervention within the SEND
Department. Mrs White, our Specialist Literacy teacher and Exam
Access Assessor, Mrs Medlock and Mr Acosta our Specialist
Literacy/Numeracy Support Assistants and a number of Teaching
Assistants offer specialised literacy intervention. Their role is to assess
and support our learners who have difficulties with literacy and
numeracy throughout their time at Ashton. They liaise with classroom
teachers, provide exam access and complete specialised intervention.

Mrs Hunter 
Special Educational Needs & 
Disabilities (SEND) Manager

Mr Hirst
Special Educational Needs & 
Disabilities (SEND) Manager

The team begin by completing a questionnaire to identify challenges followed by an assessment of reading,
spelling, sentence comprehension and mathematics. They then tailor the intervention to meet the pupils needs
based on the results. For some pupils we offer 1:1 or small group lessons where the pupil is withdrawn from the
classroom on a weekly basis. In other cases, we may offer 25% Extra time or a reader in class tests and
examinations. We communicate our assessment results by either calling parents/carers direct or sending out a
letter as well as informing teaching staff of our findings.

Our door is always open, so if you have any concerns about a pupil then please do not hesitate to contact the
team via Form Tutors or the SEND department directly.



Year 10 Newsletter 

Mr Holbrook, 
Head of Year10

Mr Brown, Pupil Support 
Manager

Welcome back Year 10 we hope you have had a long and restful break.
Everybody looks ready to work hard and engage in the Key Stage 4
curriculum. Every second counts in Year 10 and 11 and every second is an
opportunity to seize success.

Mr Holbrook (Head of Year 10),
Mr Brown (Pupil Support Manager)

Who to contact? 

Please contact your child’s 

form tutor for any issues in 

the first instance.

Punctuality

Pupils are embarking on the two most important years of their lives so far

as they start their journey as KS4 pupils. Now more than ever it is

imperative that pupils are on time to form time as key messages are shared

during this time such as mock exam timetables, information regarding

work experience and strategies to help deal with stress.
Attendance

Attendance plays a 

fundamental role in your 

child’s success at school. 

Every day counts. Every 

single lesson is filled with 

GCSE content, please 

encourage pupils to be in 

when possible. 

‘Every day may not be good… 

but there is something good 

in everyday’

Please ensure that your 

children have arrived in 

school by 0840am. 

If they do arrive late they 

enter via reception and 

collect a ticket. 

Work Experience

In assembly a couple of weeks ago I shared all the information with pupils 

about work experience that will take place 4th – 8th July 2022.

Please can I take this time to remind all pupils that the deadline for the 

paperwork to be completed is Friday 17th December. 

General Reminders

The pupils require a pencil case 

and planner every day

Our high uniform standard

No trainer style shoes

Refer to the school planner in 

regards to haircuts, make up 

and jewellery 

Extra-curricular 

Ashton on Mersey will be launching 

our whole school lunch and after 

school clubs on the 11th October.

There was a fantastic atmosphere 

and buzz around the Sports Hall on 

Monday where the extra-curricular 

fair was located. There is still plenty 

of time to sign up to a range of 

exciting new clubs such as the Drama 

Club, Debate Club, Creative Writing 

Club and a Chess Club.

There are over 50 clubs coming!



PE Extra-curricular 

Year 7B netball team seeding night took place this week. All of the girls involved were fantastic! We won 2-0
against Flixton Grammar School, Lost 1-0 against Sale Grammar School and drew 1-1 against Wellington School.
As a result of their success, they have managed to place themselves in the top league for their up and coming
fixtures. MOTW was Taliah. A huge well done to all involved.

Year 7A boys football team won 4-2 against Parrs Wood High School in the cup. MOTM was Oscar M with a great
performance and two great goals, well done everyone!

Year 7B boys football lost 1-0 against Sale Grammar School, MOTM was Daniel M. The boys had players missing
due to COVID. They did really well to put in such a performance!

Year 10 boys football won 4-3 against Altrincham College School.

Year 8B boys football drew 4-4 against Sale Grammar School. MOTM’s were Bradley H and Tom L.

Year 9 girls football missed out on a narrow defeat against Wright Robinson School in the cup 3-2. MOTM was
Jess C.

Year 7A Netball Seeding:
Drew v St Anthony’s Roman Catholic School 0-0
Lost v Sale Grammar 2-0
Drew v Flixton Grammar 1-1
Won v Altrincham College 4-0
Won v Wellington 1-0

Year 8A Netball Seeding:
Lost v Flixton Grammar 1-0
Lost v Wellington 5-1
Lost v Urmston 1-0
Drew v Altrincham College 0-0
Won v Stretford Grammar 3-0

Sixth Form Football Scholars lost 5-3 against Bolton High School. MOTM was Aidan K.

Transition Club for Year 8 started this week, a letter has been sent home to those involved regarding the OAA
trip so please look out for the information and return the slip to either Miss Holden or Miss Lloyd by Monday
11th October.

A reminder that KS3 Girls Rugby will start from next Thursday 14th October!

T-group fitness will now take place on a Monday night after school in the fitness suite from 3-4pm. A message
has been sent home regarding this.

Please remember to keep checking the PE extra-curricular calendar on the school website for up and coming
events and sporting fixtures, next week is extremely busy for fixtures so keep an eye out!



Star of the week 

Daniel Moores, Year 7 – For a great performance and MOTM for the Year 7 football team! Miss Holden  

Adrienne Hanley, Year 7 – For attending both cheerleading and dance sessions each week. For getting fully
involved, working with Year 9 and 10 dancers who have been doing dance at school
for a number of years and for picking up the cheerleading routine so quickly,
showing focus and enjoyment in both. Miss Holden

Luca Scanlon, Year 8 – For hard working and conscientious attitude in Maths. Mrs Cooper

Yaseen Abraham, Year 9 – For hard working and conscientious attitude in MFL. Miss Ruiz

Mahum Abbas, Year 9 – For being an exceptional ambassador for Art and speak to parents like a professional
adult. Miss Livesey

Jessica Cunningham, Year 9 – For an outstanding performance in English Schools game. Miss Holden

Hattie Plant, Year 10 – For excellent quality of work in Maths. Mrs Cooper

Stephanie Rhonor, Year 10 – For excellent quality of work in MFL. Mr Kay

Freddie Metcalfe, Year 10 – Hard working and conscientious attitude in Business Studies. Mr Pryce

Paige Smith, Year 10 – For her excellent help at the Open Evening in Child Development. Mrs Speakman

Daniel Welford, Year 11 – For writing an entire script for his Drama group to help structure their devised  
performance. Mr Harper 

Zoha Zaidi, Year 11 – Zoha executed a back somersault in her Year 11 cope PE lesson with very little  
practice and direction. Mrs Bruce


