
 

 

9th February 2022 
           
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
South Africa Sports Tour – Payment update 
 
Following previously successful and enjoyable Sports Tours to Holland, Spain, USA and South Africa the PE 
Department is organising another once in a life time Sports Tour to Cape Town, South Africa. This 10-day trip will 
be departing on Thursday 20th July returning Saturday 29th July 2023. The trip is open to current Year 8, 9 and 10 
pupils. 
 
South Africa is chosen as the country for the tour for several reasons: the vibrancy and enthusiasm of the country’s 
people appeals, as does its cultural diversity; the students get the opportunity to compete against different schools 
and colleges while traveling around the country; in addition, the students have the opportunity to interact and form 
friendships with the people of South Africa by running sport specific workshops in the Townships / after school 
care programmes. When the students are not competing, they have plenty of time to experience the beauty of 
South Africa, including:  
 

• Table Mountain 

• Langa Township Tour  

• Robben Island 

• Camps Bay 

• Cape Canopy Tour  

• Surf Lesson 

• Stellenbosch Visit 

• Goedgedacht Trust  

• Escorted Game Drive x 2 
 
A Sports tour to South Africa will be an opportunity for your child to create fantastic memories, which we know 
they will look back on fondly for many years to come.   
 
The cost of the trip is £2200 which includes return flights, transport in South Africa, all activities, equipment, 
accommodation, food and insurance.  
 
To secure your child’s place, we require a non-refundable deposit of £350 payable via our online payment 
system, ParentPay, which will open on 11th February, to be paid by 15th March, followed by a second deposit of 
the same amount due 15th May 2022.  The remaining balance can be paid in 5 instalments of £300 on the 15th 
July 2022, 15th September 2022, 15th November 2022, 15th February 2023 and with final balance due no later 
than 1st April 2023. Smaller amounts can be paid at any time during the instalment deadlines via ParentPay. 
 
Our tour operator: 
We have chosen to book our trip through Edwin Doran Sports Tours who we have previously used, a specialist 
school tour operator with over 45 years’ experience. Edwin Doran Sports Tours offer full financial security including 



 

 

ATOL protected, IATA bonded and backed by Travelopia.  For more information on Edwin Doran Sports Tours, 
please visit https://www.edwindoran.com/  
 
Places are limited and offered on a first come first served basis, please book early to avoid disappointment.  
Deposit must be paid via ParentPay to secure your child’s place.  Pupils who receive Pupil Premium funding will 
be eligible for financial support towards the cost of this trip. In addition, the school can offer support with a range 
of fundraising activities which can reduce the cost of the trip for families on low income. We would encourage 
any pupils in either of these categories to speak directly to Mr Holbrook. 

Once the deposit is paid and the deadline has passed, I will contact you if there are any concerns with your child 
attending this trip.  This trip can only take place if sufficient places are filled.  
 
COVID 19: 
 
This tour is obviously a long way in the future but we understand parents and pupils will have concerns around its 
certainty. By booking now, we can take advantage of Edwin Doran’s “book with confidence”, meaning that if the 
trip is not able to proceed due to COVID-19 restrictions in foreign travel or DfE guidance against residential trips 
abroad then we will be due a full refund. 
 
Can you please ensure that you have fully read Ashton on Mersey School’s Residential Trip Payment 
Terms and Conditions (attached) before booking your child on the trip. Should your child choose to 
withdraw or is withdrawn from this trip due to poor behaviour at any stage, you will be liable to pay all 
costs incurred to date and refunds will only be given subject to terms and conditions of the third parties 
being used for this trip or if withdrawal from the trip falls under the insurance policy.  
 
Please note, it is the parent/carers responsibility to check the validity of your child’s passport along with any 
necessary visa requirements before booking this trip.  Once the trip is confirmed, we will require a copy of your 
child’s passport emailed to collettebaxter@aom.trafford.sch.uk in order to book your child’s transport and 
accommodation. 
 
As a school we are aware that before you commit to your child attending the Sports Tour that you may have a 
number of questions about the itinerary and logistics of the trip and therefore on Wednesday 9th February at 
6.30pm (link to follow) there will be an opportunity to attend an online meeting with our Tour Operator to go 
through the Tour Package in greater detail should you so wish.  
 
If you have any questions / concerns or if your child has any particular needs in relation to this trip please don’t 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Mr D Holbrook 
Trip Leader/ Head of Year and Teacher of PE 
 
 

https://www.edwindoran.com/
mailto:collettebaxter@aom.trafford.sch.uk


 

 

Ashton on Mersey Residential Trip Payment Terms and Conditions 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
May we please ask you to note before booking your child on this trip:- 
 
● Ashton on Mersey School does not make a profit from the arrangement of Residential Trips. 
 
● Any monies we receive go directly to the Tour Operator involved, which means it is important that all payment 
deadlines are met. 
 
● Should any payment deadline not be met, then a single opportunity will be given by Ashton on Mersey School for the 
Parent/Carer to meet that payment. 
 
● Failure to meet the new payment deadline date will result in your child losing their place on the trip. 
 
● Ashton on Mersey School will then try to offer the place to another pupil. 
 
● If that place can be filled and full payment received, then any previous monies paid by the Parent/Carer will be 
refunded. 
Any Tour Operator cancellation or name change charges will be deducted from any payment returns. 
 
● Should the school not be able to fill that place then we will not be able to return any payments made up until that point. 
 
● If you wish to cancel your child’s place on a Residential trip, we can only accept the cancellation in writing from a 
Parent/Carer. 
 
● Please note cancellation charges from a typical Tour Operator which Ashton on Mersey School books trips through:- 
 
Edwin Doran: - 
More than 84 days loss of deposit. 
83 - 56 day 50% of the tour cost. 
More than 55 -29 days 75% of the tour cost. 
Less than 28 - 0 days 100% of the tour cost. 
Please note: If the reason for your cancellation is covered under the terms of your insurance policy, you may be able to 
reclaim these charges from your insurer. 
Please note most airlines make substantial charges for name changes and the cancellation charges may differ from the 
above. 
 
We ask that you consider these terms and conditions and those attached before booking your child on this trip. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

Mr McConaghie Headteacher 


