
19th July 2022

Headteacher Message

Mr McConaghie 
Headteacher

School reopens on Tuesday 6th September. 

All pupils in years 8-11 are expected to be in form rooms by 10.55am. 

Year 7 pupils are expected to be in form rooms by 8.35am. 

Return to school in September

Presentation Evening at Manchester United Football Club was an apt finale’
to a highly successful year at Ashton on Mersey School. Our guest speaker,
Lady Nicola Turing, spoke proudly about her links to the Turing Foundation
and how girls should aspire to make a difference in Maths and Science.

The event was a celebration of all that is best about a school community
with many subject and special awards across each and every year group. It
was also a pleasure to introduce and hear our new Head prefects Amelia
and Oliver who were successful in securing their positions for 22/23
despite the fiercest competition for prefect positions the school has seen in
many years.

School is now closed for the summer with details of reopening and the all
important GCSE and Post 16 results days available online.

I hope you can all have a fantastic summer holiday with friends and family
and I look forward to working with you again, in partnership, next year.

Useful website links

https://www.aomschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/term-dates/Term dates 2022-2023

Uniform policy https://www.aomschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/school-uniform-and-appearance/

https://www.aomschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/term-dates/
https://www.aomschool.co.uk/parents-pupils/school-uniform-and-appearance/


Year 7

Miss Roberts, Head of 
Year 8 

Miss Mercer, Head of Year 7

Year 7, I have thoroughly enjoyed working with
you all this year and being able to celebrate your
academic, sporting and personal achievements
with you. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank parents and carers for their continued
support throughout the year.

I am excited to see what Year 8 brings for us all.
Well done Year 7, and enjoy the summer break
with your families.

As the year draws to a close, we reflect on the brilliant start our Year 7 pupils have made
at Ashton on Mersey. I am incredibly proud of how well pupils have adjusted to
secondary school life; our learners have demonstrated excellent manners, outstanding
attitudes to learning and great compassion for each other.

It is amazing to think how far we have come since we all first met at Summer School last
August. We have enjoyed a year of excellent lessons, a plethora of extra-curricular
activities, fundraising activities, Freddo Fridays, rewards assemblies, Sports Day and
numerous school trips. And of course, we rounded the year off with our residential trip
to the Conway Centre in Wales, for three days of fun activities and team building.

As we conclude the end of the academic year, I would like to say a huge thank you for your 
support as parents and carers. It has been an absolute pleasure to work alongside you this 
year in supporting your children.

There have been many highlights this year: weekly Wispa Wednesday awards, Secret Agent
prizes for attendance, 12 pupils graduating as part of the Brilliant Club, Here at last event,
Imperial War Museum trip led by Miss Holden, Sports Day and many more.

Year 8

As we move into Year 9, we will be focusing our
attention on the options programme, the end of KS3
assessments and improving attendance. I would like
to take this opportunity to wish you a wonderful
summer. I look forward to welcoming the pupils back
in September as we embark on our Year 9 journey
together.

Year 9
What a fantastic and successful year we have had. Year 9 has shown such resilience after 2
years of very disrupted learning. Pupils have chosen their options and now have an exciting
adventure awaiting in Year 10.

Pupils have had success in both academic and extra-curricular activities and many pupils
have also surpassed expectations in various sporting activities and events. Please ensure
that your child is ready in September to hit the ground running

Mr Carey, Head of Year 9



Congratulations to our newly appointed Prefects

Head Prefects: 
Oliver W and Amelia E

Deputy Head Prefects: 
Michael I and Freya H 

Senior Prefects:

Elfa S, Grace M, Olyvia A, Shaun R, Abbie I, Olivia T, Jamal S, Ben H

Year 10

Mr Holbrook, 
Head of Year10

It has been an absolute pleasure to see out another year as your Head of Year. The final 
half term has been an extremely busy one with end of year exams, work experience 
and the prefect selection process. 

May I take this time to wish you all a great summer break and I am genuinely excited to 
return in September for what will be an even better Year 11



Sports Day

Last Friday saw our first post-Covid Sports Day and the weather could
not have been better. The effort, attitude and behaviour from all of
our pupils was something to be admired.

The pupils competed in the field events in the morning year group by
year group and the afternoon saw the whole school, staff and pupils,
come together on the field where pupils cheered and supported
competitors taking part in the track events.

The winning forms in each year were the following:

Year 7: ELA
Year 8: SRM
Year 9: ANG

A special mention must go to the following pupils who broke records
on the day.

High Jump – YR9 – D Boon 9PAC – Tied School Record 1.65m – 2012 –
L Hallows

300m Boys – YR7 – W Luter 7SAH – New Event – Record 46.88 secs
300m Boys – YR8 – C Breeze 8CLM – New Event – Record 44.36 secs
300m Boys – YR9 – B Mantato – New Event – Record 41.97 secs

800m Boys – YR9 – F Goddard – 9AIP – New School Record 2:20.84
4X100m Boys Relay – YR8 8LUP – New School Record 54.72 secs



PE News
Tennis
The U13 girls Tennis team played an excellent final
match in the AGEON tennis league. They have
played brilliantly throughout the tournament and
finished a very respectable 3rd overall.
Well done to all of the team.

Dance
The GCSE dance pupils took part in a dancefit
workshop this week to help improve their stamina
and confidence. All of the pupils works really hard
and had and enjoyed this new experience.

Sports Awards
It was wonderful to celebrate all the sporting successes of
our pupils at the Sports Awards yesterday. A huge well done
to every performer from every sport this academic year. A
special mention to Ash who was awarded Sports Personality
of the Year.



Culture pod update: Theatre, Arts and Media
It has been an exciting first year for the school’s Theatre, Arts and Media Culture pod. The events timetable
culminated with a performance of scenes from Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream for Year 7 pupils,
who will study the text next year. The key scenes were performed by Drama Club, directed by Miss
Shakespeare-Smythe and Miss Dixon, on Tuesday afternoon. The scenes were also performed for parents and
members of the public at the Summer Fair.

There have been lots of other events across the year too, which hopefully demonstrate our school’s
commitment to fostering pupils’ creativity and a deeper appreciation of the Arts. A huge thank you to the
members of staff who have taken the time to organise and run these events.

The following list is just a sample of the creative projects that have taken place since September:

• Pupil takeover of the Headteacher’s Newsletter. Stories sourced and written by pupils and sent to parents
and staff.

• Hope Mill Theatre acting workshop for Year 11 HAP pupils on the subject of Lady Macbeth.
• Performing Arts Evening in Hall 1 for parents, featuring pupils from all year groups performing music,

drama and singing pieces. It included Ashton on Mersey Orchestra’s inaugural performance.
• Theatre trip for Drama GCSE pupils to see Blood Brothers at the Palace Theatre.
• Ashton Rocks – a rock painting with music event.
• Weekly extra-curricular activities that encourage participation in the Arts: drama club, debate club,

creative writing club, orchestra, Year 7 singing group, art clubs and dance club.
• ‘Singing for Ukraine’ karaoke charity fundraiser.
• Talk by former BBC journalist to Year 8 pupils.
• Visiting photographer – artist Justin Eagleton from Manchester - spoke to and worked with pupils.
• Christmas card competition – 300 pupils took part in designing the cards which were sent out to care

homes in the area.
• Key Stage 3 pupils were cast in the Sixth Form film projects and there was a special lunchtime premiere of

their coursework films.
• Creative Writing Club members now have a self-published book of their work.



Creative Writing Group – Plot Twists

Maths – Turing Tumble

Our creative writing group, Plot Twists, are very happy to announce
the launch of our inaugural published anthology!

Over the last year, students have shown their creativity and
uniqueness through a series of writing challenges. We have explored a
range of different writing styles; novels, short stories, poetry,
descriptive, narrative, creative and persuasive writing. Our
collaborative sessions always involve positive and useful feedback
which has helped us all to develop our writing skills over the year. We
have entered writing competitions run through the school with lots of
winners from the club!

As we came to the end of the year, it was only right to celebrate these
incredible achievements and, this week, I had the distinct honour of
giving students a copy of our first published anthology. Anyone who
was a member of the club and wanted to put forward a piece of
writing was able to and received a free copy of the book in exchange.
We ended up with 20 stories from 12 different writers covering a
range of genres: poetry, horror, mystery, war and some deeply
personal pieces.

There are copies available in the library for students to read and a number of staff have borrowed them
already and been amazed by the quality of their writing. Mr McConaghie dropped in to our club on Thursday
to congratulate all the students on their contributions. Keep an eye out for them on bestseller lists in the
future!

Our pupils had the opportunity to use the Turing Tumble in Maths lessons this week. The Turing Tumble is
an exciting game where players build mechanical computers powered by marbles to solve logic puzzles.


